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Discovering the historical events that shaped nations always leaves us in awe.
Among the intriguing tales that lie beneath the dust of time, the creation of Iraq in
the period between 1914 and 1921 stands out as a remarkable chapter. Unveiling
the secrets and intentions behind this creation unveils a story of power, politics,
and most importantly, identity.

The Seeds of Change: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire

In the early 20th century, the Ottoman Empire was deteriorating, plagued by
internal conflicts and external pressure. As World War I loomed, powerful nations
sought to exploit the disarray within the empire. This geopolitical landscape was
the fertile ground where the seeds of Iraq's creation would be sown.
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The Protectors and the Spoils of War

The Great War changed the world map in ways never imagined before. As the
conflict escalated, the British Empire eyed the Middle East and set its sights on
Iraq. The strategic importance of the region, particularly its oil reserves, was of
great interest to the British decision-makers. At this point, the intricate dance
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between duty, self-interest, and geopolitics began, leading to the creation of a
new territory.

The Sykes-Picot Agreement: Borders Drawn, Fates Sealed

In 1916, two diplomats, Sir Mark Sykes of Britain and François Georges-Picot of
France, held a series of secret meetings. Their aim was to carve up the Middle
East, disregarding the region's historical, cultural, and tribal complexities. The
aftermath of their discussions led to the infamous Sykes-Picot Agreement, which
established the borders of future nations, including Iraq.

The "Mandate System": A Diplomatic Control Mechanism

Formalized in 1920, the League of Nations established the mandate system,
granting European powers temporary administrative control over former Ottoman
territories. The British received the mandate for Iraq, further solidifying their grip
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on the land and its people. This period marked a turning point in shaping Iraq's
future, triggering nationalistic fervor and resistance against foreign intervention.

From Mandate to Independence: The Birth of a Brave New Nation

As the mandate era progressed, calls for self-determination grew louder within
Iraq. Influenced by rising nationalist sentiments, the British were compelled to
grant Iraq independence in 1932. This milestone birthed a new nation, but its
identity and unity remained fragile under the challenges of sectarianism, tribal
rivalries, and external influences.

The Creation of Iraq Today: A Diverse Nation's Journey

The journey of Iraq continues to this day, encompassing triumphs, struggles, and
ongoing efforts to strengthen the bonds among its diverse population.
Understanding the historical context behind Iraq's formation provides a lens
through which we can comprehend the complexities it faces in the modern world.

In : Unveiling the Veiled Truth

The creation of Iraq between 1914 and 1921 remains an enigmatic period,
shrouded in intrigue and complexity. Unraveling the secrets and motives of the
powerful players at that time uncovers a story of nations vying for control, while
disregarding cultural intricacies. It serves as a reminder that the birth of a nation
is a multifaceted process, leaving lasting impacts that shape its trajectory for
generations to come.
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Leading scholars consider Iraq's history and strategic importance from the
vantage point of its residents, neighbors (Iran, Turkey, and Kurdistan), and the
Great Powers.
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