The Controversial Connection: Expertise And
The Politics Of Legal Classification

In the complex world of legal systems, classification plays a significant role in
ensuring justice is served. The establishment of rules and regulations often
requires the expertise of legal professionals to properly classify various aspects
of the law. However, behind this seemingly objective process lies a web of
political influences that shape legal classifications in ways that might not always

serve the greater good.

The Power of Expertise in Legal Classification

Legal experts, including judges, lawyers, and scholars, possess the knowledge
and experience necessary to navigate the intricate world of legal classification.
Whether it's categorizing crimes, determining the severity of punishment, or
interpreting constitutional provisions, their expertise is crucial in ensuring fair and

just outcomes.

For example, a judge's ability to appropriately classify a crime as either a
misdemeanor or a felony directly impacts the severity of the punishment.
Likewise, lawyers' expertise in interpreting legal statutes in a particular context

can significantly influence the outcome of a case.
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The Influence of Politics

While expertise is the foundation of legal classification, politics often seeps into
the process, adding an extra layer of complexity. Legal classifications, despite

their seemingly objective nature, are subject to the political climate of the time.

Political leanings, public opinion, and the changing socio-cultural landscape can
all influence how legal classifications are defined. This creates a delicate balance

between the need for consistency and adaptability to societal changes.

Take, for instance, the classification of drugs. The categorization of substances
as legal or illegal heavily relies on political agendas. Substance abuse policies
are often shaped by public sentiments and the interests of powerful institutions.
Such political influence can lead to disparities in how different drugs are classified

and regulated.

Another area deeply affected by politics is the classification of crimes. The
seriousness of a crime and the corresponding punishment can be influenced by
factors beyond the expertise of legal professionals. Public perception, media
pressure, and the actions of interest groups can significantly impact criminal

classifications, raising concerns about potential injustice and bias.

The Language of Legal Classification
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Legal classification is not limited to its political implications but also extends to the
language used to describe and define legal concepts. The words and phrases

employed are carefully chosen to shape public opinion and legal interpretations.

Consider, for example, immigration laws. The use of terms such as "illegal aliens"
or "undocumented immigrants" carries inherent political connotations. Each term
evokes different images and feelings, ultimately influencing public opinion and

shaping public policy discussions.

Similarly, the language employed in defining crimes and their elements can reflect
societal biases. The choice of words can portray certain offenses as more

egregious than others, leading to disparities in punishment and perception.

Balancing Expertise and Politics

While the intersection of expertise and politics can be riddled with challenges,

there are mechanisms in place to ensure fairness and mitigate potential biases.

Judicial review serves as a safeguard against excessive political influence.
Courts are authorized to interpret the law and determine whether legal
classifications align with constitutional principles. This helps maintain a system

that is not entirely subject to the whims of political agendas.

Additionally, legal experts and scholars play a crucial role in raising awareness
about potential biases in legal classifications. Through research, analysis, and
advocacy, they shed light on injustices and help shape public discourse on legal

reforms.

In

Expertise and politics are intricately intertwined in the process of legal

classification. While expertise guides the objective aspects of classification,



political influences can shape its outcomes. The delicate balance between
consistency and adaptability, fairness and bias, creates a dynamic landscape for

legal professionals to navigate.

Recognizing the potential for political interference and understanding the power
of language can help ensure that legal classifications uphold the principles of
justice and equality. By acknowledging the complexities of this connection, we
can strive for a legal system that remains true to its purpose of guaranteeing

fairness for all.
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In Sorting Sexualities, Stefan Vogler deftly unpacks the politics of the techno-legal
classification of sexuality in the United States. His study focuses specifically on
state classification practices around LGBTQ people seeking asylum in the United
States and sexual offenders being evaluated for carceral placement—two
situations where state actors must determine individuals’ sexualities. Though

these legal settings are diametrically opposed—one a punitive assessment, the
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other a protective one—they present the same question: how do we know

someone’s sexuality?

In this rich ethnographic study, Vogler reveals how different legal arenas take

dramatically different approaches to classifying sexuality and use those

classifications to legitimate different forms of social control. By delving into the

histories behind these diverging classification practices and analyzing their

contemporary reverberations, Vogler shows how the science of sexuality is far

more central to state power than we realize.
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