
The Battle of Borodino: The Epic Clash that
Shook the Napoleonic Empire

The Battle of Borodino, fought on September 7, 1812, was one of the most
significant conflicts in the Napoleonic Wars. This epic clash between the French
Grande Armée, commanded by Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte, and the Russian
Army, led by General Mikhail Kutuzov, had far-reaching consequences that
reverberated throughout Europe. In this article, we will delve deep into the
historical background, the strategies employed, and the bloody aftermath of this
fierce battle.

The Preceding Events:

In 1812, Napoleon Bonaparte, at the height of his power, launched a massive
invasion of Russia in an attempt to bring the Russian Empire to its knees and
establish his dominion over Europe. The French Grande Armée, consisting of
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over half a million soldiers, swiftly advanced towards Moscow. However, the
Russians adopted a scorched-earth policy, burning their own crops and villages
to deprive Napoleon's army of sustenance. In a war of attrition, the harsh Russian
terrain and the cruel weather conditions started taking their toll on the French
forces.

The Battle of Borodino: Napoleon Against Kutuzov
(Campaign Chronicles)
by Alexander Mikaberidze (Kindle Edition)

4.1 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 12537 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 557 pages
Lending : Enabled

By September, as Napoleon's forces reached the small town of Borodino, merely
75 miles west of Moscow, the two armies were poised to clash in a conflict of
monumental proportions.

The Battlefield and Strategies:

The battlefield of Borodino was marked by its undulating hills, sprawling forests,
and the Great Moscow Road, which acted as the main axis of French advance.
The strategic importance of Borodino lay in its position on the road to Moscow,
making it a critical point for both armies.
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Napoleon, known for his tactical brilliance, set up his forces in a concave crescent
formation, which allowed him to concentrate his firepower on the center of the
Russian lines. He aimed to break through the Russian defensive position and
seize Moscow, forcing a surrender. Despite being outnumbered by the Russian
Army, Napoleon believed in his superior military skill and the discipline of his
troops.

The Russian General Kutuzov, on the other hand, adopted a defensive strategy.
Recognizing the overwhelming numerical advantage of the French, he aimed to
wear them down through attrition and draw them deep into the Russian territory.
The Russian forces formed a line of defense, relying on their fortified positions
and sheer grit.

The Bloody Clash:

As the early morning mist dispersed, the Battle of Borodino commenced with a
furious exchange of artillery fire. The thundering cannons echoed across the
battlefield, heralding the bloodshed that was to follow.

The French troops, under heavy fire from Russian artillery, slowly advanced
towards the Russian lines. The Battle of Borodino quickly turned into a brutal
hand-to-hand combat, with bayonets and sabers being wielded amidst the chaos
and noise of battle.

Both sides suffered heavy casualties, with the French losing around 30,000
soldiers, and the Russians paying an even higher price, with an estimated 45,000
men killed or wounded. The fields of Borodino were stained with the blood of the
fallen, and the wounded cried out for aid amidst the deafening roar of war.

The Aftermath and Historical Significance:



While the Battle of Borodino did not result in a decisive victory for either side, it
dealt a severe blow to Napoleon's ambitions. The casualties suffered by both
armies were immense, and the French forces were left weakened and vulnerable.
Despite technically occupying Moscow, Napoleon was unable to secure a
surrender from the Russians, and with the harsh Russian winter fast approaching,
he was forced to retreat back to France.

The Battle of Borodino marked a turning point in the Napoleonic Wars. It
shattered the myth of Napoleon's invincibility and demonstrated the resilience
and tenacity of the Russian Army. The Russian strategy of sacrificing territory in
order to weaken the enemy proved successful, leading to Napoleon's ultimate
downfall in the following years.

Today, the Battle of Borodino is remembered as a testament to the courage and
sacrifice of those who fought on both sides. It stands as a stark reminder of the
devastating consequences of war and the indomitable human spirit.

In , the Battle of Borodino was not just a clash of armies but a pivotal moment in
history. As we look back at this great battle, we are reminded of the audacity of
Napoleon's ambitions, the valor of the soldiers who fought and died, and the
ultimate triumph of Russia in defending its homeland. The Battle of Borodino will
forever be etched in the annals of military history as a battle that changed the
course of empires.
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On 7 September 1812 at Borodino, 75 miles west of Moscow, the armies of the
Russian and French empires clashed in one of the climactic battles of the
Napoleonic Wars. This horrific - and controversial - contest has fascinated
historians ever since. The survival of the Russian army after Borodino was a key
factor in Napoleon's eventual defeat and the utter destruction of the French army
of 1812. In this thought-provoking new study, Napoleonic historian Alexander
Mikaberidze reconsiders the 1812 campaign and retells the terrible story of the
Borodino battle as it was seen from the Russian point of view. His original and
painstakingly researched investigation of this critical episode in Napoleon's
invasion of Russia provides the reader with a fresh perspective on the battle and
a broader understanding of the underlying reasons for the eventual Russian
triumph.

This book as just receive second prize by the Literary Committee of the
International Napoleonic Society. A total of twelve distinguished works were
carefully evaluated and Dr. Mikaberidze’s volume has met the rigorous criteria
established by the Committee. The quality of the publication, especially in the
area of research, originality, style and analysis, represents a significant
contribution to Napoleonic Studies.
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