
The Astounding Insights of Jewish
Scholarship: Uncovering the Truth Behind the
Resurrection of Jesus

Over the centuries, the resurrection of Jesus Christ has been the subject of
countless debates and discussions. While Christian theologians and scholars
have explored this miraculous event extensively, one fascinating aspect often
overlooked is the contribution of Jewish scholarship to this significant event in
history.

The Jewish Perspective

Judaism, being the religious foundation upon which Christianity emerged,
provides a unique lens through which to understand the resurrection of Jesus.
Jewish scholars, historians, and theologians have devoted their lives to
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uncovering insights from ancient texts, archaeological findings, and rabbinic
teachings that shed light on this extraordinary occurrence.
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Exploring Ancient Texts

Key to comprehending the Jewish perspective on the resurrection of Jesus are
the ancient texts, such as the Talmud and the Midrash. Jewish scholars carefully
examine these writings, looking for clues, parallels, or references that might
provide valuable information about the event that changed the course of history.
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The Talmud, a compilation of Jewish laws and customs, has been meticulously
scoured by scholars for references to Jesus' resurrection. While direct mentions
are scarce, interpretations of specific passages and discussions among
prominent Jewish figures offer intriguing glimpses into the possible Jewish
reactions and interpretations of this resurrection event.

Unearthing Historical Evidence

Archaeological discoveries also contribute significantly to the research on the
resurrection of Jesus. Jewish scholars have actively participated in excavations,
hoping to unearth artifacts or inscriptions that could provide tangible evidence of
Jesus' resurrection narrative.
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These excavations have led to the findings of ancient tombs, ossuaries, and
inscriptions that shed light on the burial practices of the time. By analyzing these
findings through the lens of Jewish burial customs and rituals, scholars aim to
reconstruct a more accurate historical context for Jesus' resurrection.

Interactions with Rabbinic Teachings

Rabbinic teachings, encompassing the wisdom passed down through generations
of Jewish scholars and spiritual leaders, offer invaluable insights into the Jewish
perspective on resurrection. By examining the beliefs, interpretations, and
discussions within these teachings, Jewish scholars gain a greater understanding
of the theological framework surrounding Jesus' resurrection.
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These teachings explore various topics surrounding resurrection, including the
concept of resurrection of the dead, the Messianic age, and the potential
implications of a messianic figure being resurrected. By analyzing these texts,
scholars can uncover potential Jewish reactions and interpretations of Jesus'
resurrection.

A Window into Shared History

The contributions of Jewish scholarship to the exploration of the resurrection of
Jesus not only provide valuable insights but also highlight the shared history and
interconnectedness between Judaism and Christianity. Engaging with Jewish
perspectives encourages a more comprehensive understanding of this pivotal
event and promotes interfaith dialogue.
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As we delve deeper into the Jewish scholarship surrounding the resurrection of
Jesus, we uncover a wealth of knowledge, interpretations, and historical context.
By combining ancient texts, archaeological discoveries, and rabbinic teachings,
Jewish scholars offer invaluable insights into this miraculous event that shapes
both Christianity and Judaism.
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The Jewish study of Jesus has made enormous strides within the last two
hundred years. Virtually every aspect of the life of Jesus and related themes have
been analyzed and discussed. Jesus has been "reclaimed" as a fellow Jew by
many, although what this actually means remains a matter for discussion.
Ironically, the one event in the life of Jesus that has received significantly less
attention is the one that the New Testament proclaims as the most important of
all: his resurrection from the dead. This book is the first attempt to document
Jewish views of the resurrection of Jesus in history and modern scholarship.

"Jewish Scholarship on the Resurrection of Jesus is a highly welcomed
volume. The book offers much more than an examination of scholarship on the
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resurrection of Jesus. In effect, it examines the new interest that Jewish
intellectuals have developed, in the late modern era, in Jesus, and the
interpretations they have provided of Jesus and the movement he led. Mishkin
should be commended for his work. This is a rich, intelligent study that presents a
panoramic view of Jewish scholarship on Jesus and early Christianity. It will serve
well those interested in Jewish-Christian relations."
--Yaakov Ariel, Professor of Religious Studies, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill

"Mishkin takes up a controversial topic and deals with it intelligently and
delicately. In a thorough and nuanced study, he covers and recovers the
surprising twists and turns in the various Jewish approaches to the resurrection of
Jesus. I recommend this book for anyone who is interested in the plurality of
voices on this intriguing topic."
--Neta Stahl, Johns Hopkins University

David Mishkin (PhD, University of Pretoria) serves on the faculty of Israel College
of the Bible in Netanya, Israel.
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