
The 17th International Conference Specom
2015: A Paradigm-Setting Event in Athens,
Greece
September 20-24, 2015 marked a significant milestone in the world of speech
and computer interaction as Athens, Greece hosted the 17th International
Conference Specom. With participants from all corners of the globe, this
prestigious event brought together leading researchers, industry professionals,
and enthusiasts to discuss the latest advancements in speech processing and
communication technologies.

The theme for Specom 2015 was "Easing the Access to a Sustainable Future,"
emphasizing the crucial role speech technology plays in developing sustainable
and inclusive communication solutions for individuals with diverse needs and
abilities.

Exploring the Importance of Specom Conferences

Specom conferences have become a must-attend event for experts and
stakeholders in the field of speech technology. With a history dating back to 1996,
when the inaugural conference took place in St. Petersburg, Russia, Specom has
evolved into an influential platform for sharing knowledge, fostering collaboration,
and promoting innovation.
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Over the years, the conference has expanded its scope to cover a wide range of
topics, including speech recognition, synthesis, understanding, spoken language
processing, multimodal interaction, and more. The interdisciplinary nature of
Specom attracts experts from various domains, including academia, industry, and
government, creating a rich and diverse knowledge-sharing environment.

The Exciting Program at Specom 2015

Specom 2015 boasted an impressive lineup of keynote speakers, panel
discussions, paper presentations, and workshops. The program catered to both
researchers looking to explore cutting-edge developments in the field and
practitioners seeking practical solutions for real-world challenges.

The keynote speeches were delivered by renowned experts in the field, including
Dr. Karen Livescu from the Toyota Technological Institute at Chicago, Dr.
Riccardo De Mori from Université de Montréal, and Dr. Takaaki Hori from
Mitsubishi Electric Research Labs.

The conference featured several panel discussions focusing on emerging trends
and future directions in speech technology. Panelists comprised industry leaders,
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academicians, and policymakers who engaged in thought-provoking debates on
topics such as voice assistants, natural language processing, and speech-related
privacy concerns.

In addition to the keynote speeches and panel discussions, Specom 2015 hosted
numerous paper presentations by researchers from around the world. These
presentations covered a wide range of topics, including automatic speech
recognition, speech synthesis, language modeling, and spoken language
understanding. The diversity of research topics reflected the multidimensional
nature of speech technology and its applications in various domains.

Parallel workshops were held alongside the main conference program, allowing
participants to delve deeper into specific areas of interest. The workshops
discussed topics such as speech-based assistive technologies, speaker
recognition, multimodal interaction, and deep learning approaches in speech
processing.

Connecting Minds and Building Partnerships

Specom conferences provide an incredible opportunity for networking,
collaboration, and partnership building. The event facilitates interactions between
researchers, industry professionals, and policymakers, fostering a conducive
environment for fruitful discussions and knowledge exchange.

Participants at Specom 2015 had the chance to engage with like-minded
individuals, share their experiences, and explore potential research
collaborations. The conference enabled attendees to connect with experts in the
field, paving the way for future partnerships and collaborations that could shape
the future of speech technology.

Athens: The Perfect Host City



As the conference venue, Athens added a unique charm and historical
significance to Specom 2015. Known for its rich cultural heritage, captivating
landmarks, and warm hospitality, the Greek capital offered participants an
opportunity to explore the city's iconic attractions in their free time.

Conference attendees had the chance to visit historical sites such as the
Acropolis, Parthenon, and the Ancient Agora, immersing themselves in Greece's
fascinating history. The vibrant city also provided ample opportunities for
networking and socializing, with its charming cafes, bustling markets, and vibrant
nightlife.

Unlocking the Future of Speech Technology

The 17th International Conference Specom 2015 successfully showcased the
latest advancements in speech processing and communication technologies. By
bringing together the brightest minds in the field, the conference laid the
foundation for future collaborations and breakthroughs.

The event not only highlighted the importance of speech technology in fostering
inclusive communication but also underscored the role of international
conferences in driving innovation and knowledge dissemination.

As the curtains closed on Specom 2015, participants left with renewed
inspiration, valuable connections, and a shared commitment to revolutionize the
field of speech technology. The conference set the stage for further
advancements, paving the way for a future where communication knows no
boundaries.
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 17th International
Conference on Speech and Computer, SPECOM 2015, held in Athens, Greece,
in September 2015. The 59 revised full papers presented together with 2 invited
talks were carefully reviewed and selected from 104 initial submissions. The
papers cover a wide range of topics in the area of computer speech processing
such as recognition, synthesis, and understanding and related domains including
signal processing, language and text processing, multi-modal speech processing
or human-computer interaction.
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