
Terror And Wonder Architecture In
Tumultuous Age
In a tumultuous age, architecture provides solace amidst chaos. It represents an
amalgamation of terror and wonder, showcasing the triumphs and tribulations of
society. From towering skyscrapers to ancient sculptures, each structure tells a
story of resilience and creativity.

The word “architecture” often evokes images of grandeur and beauty. However, in
an age of uncertainty and turmoil, architects have begun to embrace a new
approach - one that incorporates elements of terror and wonder. This fusion of
emotions captures the essence of our current reality, where fear and awe coexist.

The Beauty of Terror

While terror is typically associated with negative connotations, it holds a unique
power when harnessed within architectural designs. Brutalist architecture is a
prime example, characterized by its raw and imposing structures.
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The use of raw materials such as concrete and steel, coupled with stark
geometric shapes, creates a sense of unease and intimidation. Yet, within this
terror lies a captivating beauty. The harshness of the materials highlights the
strength and resilience of the structure, reflecting the indomitable spirit of society.

One notable example of the beauty of terror is the Trellick Tower in London. This
iconic residential building stands tall and imposing, with its rough exterior
radiating a sense of power. Although initially met with skepticism, the tower is now
celebrated for its architectural innovation and boldness.

The Wonder of Light

While terror may capture attention, wonder holds the power to inspire and uplift.
Light plays a crucial role in creating a sense of wonder within architectural
spaces. The interplay between light and shadows can transform a structure,
turning it into an ethereal and magical realm.

The Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao is a testament to the wonder of light.
Designed by Frank Gehry, the building's undulating titanium exterior reflects and
refracts natural light in mesmerizing ways. As visitors step into the museum, they
are enveloped in a dramatic play of light and shadows, creating a sense of awe
and bewilderment.

Merging Terror and Wonder

Some architectural wonders manage to strike a balance between terror and
wonder, merging these contrasting emotions into a harmonious whole. The Burj
Khalifa in Dubai exemplifies this blend, towering over the cityscape with its awe-
inspiring height, while its sleek design showcases elegance and wonder.



At first glance, the Burj Khalifa's sheer size may evoke terror, but as one ascends
its heights, the panoramic views of the city below and the intricate details of the
architecture create a sense of wonder. The merging of these emotions allows
visitors to experience the beauty and power of the structure in its entirety.

The Role of Architecture in a Tumultuous Age

In an age characterized by turmoil and uncertainty, architecture serves as a
symbol of resilience and hope. It represents the triumph of human imagination
and creativity amidst chaos. The fusion of terror and wonder within architectural
designs reflects the complexity of our world, allowing us to confront our fears
while embracing our capacity for awe.

Furthermore, in a society shaken by conflict and unrest, architecture can provide
solace and refuge. Spaces designed to encourage interaction and contemplation
can foster a sense of unity and peace. The design of public parks, for example,
can create a sanctuary amidst an urban landscape, offering a respite from the
chaos of daily life.

Terror and wonder are two seemingly opposing emotions that converge within the
realm of architecture. When harnessed effectively, they have the power to inspire,
captivate, and provide solace. In a tumultuous age, architectural designs that
incorporate elements of terror and wonder reflect the complexity of our reality,
and serve as a reminder of our collective strength and resilience.
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For more than twenty years now, Blair Kamin of the Chicago Tribune has
explored how architecture captures our imagination and engages our deepest
emotions. A winner of the Pulitzer Prize for criticism, Kamin treats his subjects not
only as works of art but also as symbols of the cultural and political forces that
inspire them. Terror and Wonder gathers the best of Kamin’s writings from the
past decade along with new reflections on an era framed by the destruction of the
World Trade Center and the opening of the world’s tallest skyscraper.

Assessing ordinary commercial structures as well as head-turning designs by
some of the world’s leading architects, Kamin paints a sweeping but finely
textured portrait of a tumultuous age torn between the conflicting mandates of
architectural spectacle and sustainability. For Kamin, the story of our built
environment over the past ten years is, in tangible ways, the story of the decade
itself. Terror and Wonder considers how architecture has been central to the main
events and crosscurrents in American life since 2001: the devastating and
debilitating consequences of 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina; the real estate boom
and bust; the use of over-the-top cultural designs as engines of civic renewal;
new challenges in saving old buildings; the unlikely rise of energy-saving, green
architecture; and growing concern over our nation’s crumbling infrastructure.
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A prominent cast of players—including Santiago Calatrava, Frank Gehry, Helmut
Jahn, Daniel Libeskind, Barack Obama, Renzo Piano, and Donald Trump—fills
the pages of this eye-opening look at the astounding and extraordinary ways that
architecture mirrors our values—and shapes our everyday lives.
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