
Teaching Subject Matter Through The Arts In
Multicultural Settings
The arts have always played a significant role in education, offering unique
opportunities for students to explore and express their creativity. When it comes
to teaching subject matter in multicultural settings, incorporating the arts into the
curriculum becomes even more crucial. Not only does it foster cultural
appreciation, but it also enhances learning by providing a multi-dimensional
approach to education.

The Power of the Arts

Art, music, theater, and dance can transcend language barriers, making them
ideal tools for teaching subject matter in multicultural settings. Integrating these
art forms into the classroom helps to create an inclusive and engaging
environment where students of diverse backgrounds can connect with the subject
matter and with each other.

Visual arts, for instance, allow students to explore various artistic styles from
different cultures. By studying art from around the world, students gain not only a
better understanding of other cultures but also learn to appreciate diversity. They
can also create their own artwork, using different techniques and mediums, which
allows them to express their understanding of the subject matter in a creative
way.
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The same principle applies to music, which is a universal language that can bring
people together. By exposing students to different genres and instruments from
various cultures, educators can help them develop a broader perspective. Music
also aids in memory retention and cognitive development, making it a powerful
tool for teaching subject matter.

Theater performances and plays provide a unique opportunity for students to step
into different characters and immerse themselves in different cultures. Through
role-playing and performances, students can gain a deeper understanding of the
subject matter and the experiences of people from different backgrounds.

Dance, similarly, offers an avenue for students to learn about different cultures'
movement and expression. By learning traditional dances from different
countries, students not only develop physical skills but also gain insight into
cultural practices and values.

Benefits of Teaching Subject Matter Through the Arts

Teaching subject matter through the arts in multicultural settings provides
numerous benefits to students. Firstly, it promotes cultural appreciation and
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understanding. By creating an inclusive environment where students can explore
different cultural perspectives, educators encourage empathy and foster a sense
of global citizenship.

Secondly, incorporating the arts into education enhances student engagement
and motivation. Traditional teaching methods often fail to resonate with students
from diverse cultural backgrounds, resulting in disengagement and lack of
participation. By introducing art, music, theater, and dance into the curriculum,
educators captivate students' attention and make the subject matter more
relatable and enjoyable.

Moreover, the arts provide a multi-dimensional approach to learning, catering to
various learning styles. Some students may excel in visual arts, while others may
find their strengths in music or dance. By catering to different learning styles,
educators ensure that all students have the opportunity to succeed and excel in
their understanding of the subject matter.

Implementing Arts Integration

In order to effectively teach subject matter through the arts in multicultural
settings, educators should adopt an integrated approach. This involves
incorporating arts activities into the curriculum, rather than viewing them as
separate entities. For example, when teaching history, students can create visual
timelines or perform historical plays. When studying science, students can depict
scientific concepts through visual art or compose songs about them.

Additionally, educators should provide opportunities for students to showcase
their artwork, performances, or projects to the school community and beyond.
This not only boosts students' self-confidence but also encourages pride in their



cultural heritage. By celebrating diversity through the arts, educators create a
positive and inclusive learning environment.

The Future of Education

As our world becomes increasingly interconnected, it is essential to prepare
students for a multicultural and globalized society. By teaching subject matter
through the arts in multicultural settings, educators equip students with the
necessary skills and mindset to navigate and thrive in a diverse world.

The arts provide a powerful platform for promoting cultural understanding,
fostering creativity, and enhancing learning. By incorporating art, music, theater,
and dance into the curriculum, educators create a vibrant and inclusive classroom
environment that engages students from all backgrounds.

Ultimately, teaching subject matter through the arts in multicultural settings
transforms education into a dynamic and immersive experience, where students
not only gain knowledge but also develop empathy, cultural sensitivity, and a
deep appreciation for diversity.
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Now in its sixth edition, Merryl Goldberg’s popular volume Arts Integration
presents a comprehensive guide to integrating the arts throughout the K-12
curriculum, blending contemporary theory with classroom practice.

Beyond teaching about arts education as a subject in and of itself, the text
explains how teachers may integrate the arts—literary, media, visual, and
performing—throughout the subject curriculum, offering a wealth of strategies,
techniques, and examples. Promoting ways to develop children’s creativity and
critical thinking while also developing communications skills and fostering
collaboration and community activism, Arts Integration explores assessment and
the arts, engaging English Language Learners, and using the arts to teach
academic skills in science, math, history, and more.

This text is ideal as a primer on arts integration and a foundational support for
teaching, learning, and assessment, especially within the context of multicultural
and multilingual classrooms. In-depth discussions of the role of arts integration in
meeting the goals of Title I programs, including academic achievement, student
engagement, school climate, and parental involvement, are woven throughout the
text, as is the role of the arts in nurturing Creative Youth Development work and
its importance to the community.

This revised and updated sixth edition combines a social justice emphasis with
templates for developing lesson plans and units, updated coverage on STEAM
education, along with brand new examples, case studies, and research. An
expanded range of eResources is also available for this edition, including links to
further resources readings, additional imagery and videos, and sample lesson
plans.
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