Step into the Visionary World:Imagining
Modernity — The Architecture of Valentine
Gunasekara

Valentine Gunasekara: a name that resonates with architectural brilliance,
pushing the boundaries of modernity. Through his avant-garde designs,
Gunasekara has seamlessly blended contemporary elements with traditional
influences, creating structures that are not only visually captivating but also

deeply rooted in the rich cultural tapestry of our time.

From towering skyscrapers to serene cultural centers, Gunasekara's works stand
as a testament to his imaginative prowess and his unwavering commitment to
reshaping our urban landscapes. In this article, we delve into the genius of
Valentine Gunasekara, exploring his architectural philosophy and highlighting

some of his most iconic creations.

Embracing Tradition in a Modern World

Gunasekara firmly believes that architecture should serve as a bridge between
the past and the future. His designs artfully fuse contemporary materials and
techniques with traditional elements, resulting in structures that evoke a sense of

nostalgia while embracing the possibilities of the modern age.
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One such example is the Kandy Cultural Center. Drawing inspiration from the
iconic Sri Dalada Maligawa, Gunasekara brilliantly blends the grandeur of ancient
Kandyan architecture with sleek lines and minimalist aesthetics. This harmonious
combination not only pays homage to the rich cultural heritage of the region but

also offers a refreshing take on modern design.

Continuing his exploration of tradition and modernity, Gunasekara's Fortress

Residence pushes the boundaries of design. Nestled within the lush greenery of
Sri Lanka's southern province, this architectural masterpiece seamlessly
integrates traditional elements like courtyards and verandas with contemporary
features such as floor-to-ceiling glass walls. The result is a stunning residence

that offers inhabitants a harmonious connection with nature.
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Innovating the Urban Landscape

Gunasakara's vision extends beyond individual buildings. He believes that
architecture should have a transformative effect on the urban landscape,

reshaping the way we interact with our cities and each other.

The Colombo Museum of Modern Art is a testament to Gunasekara's innovative
approach. Situated in the heart of Colombo, this iconic structure emulates the
fluidity of Sri Lanka's coastline, seamlessly blending with the surrounding
environment. Its open-plan design encourages dialogue and interaction, fostering

a sense of community engagement within the art world.
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Gunasekara's impact on urban landscapes extends beyond Sri Lanka. His design
for the Dubai Tower showcases his international flair. With its striking silhouette
and dynamic facade, this skyscraper is a symbol of Dubai's aspirations for
modernity. The tower's innovative design provides a solution to confronting
climate challenges, incorporating sustainable features that make it a beacon of

€C0-COoNSsCious progress.
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A Glimpse into the Future

Valentine Gunasekara's visionary designs have earned him global recognition
and numerous accolades. His impact on the architectural world cannot be
understated, inspiring a new generation of architects to reimagine the possibilities

of modern design.
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As we step into the visionary world crafted by Gunasekara, we are reminded that
architecture has the power to transcend time and create spaces that inspire and
captivate us. Through his architectural marvels, Gunasekara invites us to
reimagine modernity — to blend tradition with innovation and shape our urban

landscapes into stunning reflections of our cultural heritage and aspirations.

From Sri Lanka to Dubai and beyond, Valentine Gunasekara's architecture

continues to challenge conventions, leaving an indelible mark on the world.
Images courtesy of Valentine Gunasekara
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This book is a detailed study of the architecture of Valentine Gunasekara (1931-

2017). It provides an innovative lens to understand the formation of a Ceylonese
middle-class, which was inspired by the post-independence desire for modernity.
Their experiments, values and dynamic social history are the framework for this

research.

Although neglected by his peers and marginalized by the prevalent discourse on

vernacular regionalism, Gunasekara’s work poses important questions regarding
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the utopian ideals of the modernist project and its successes and its failures in
Asia. More significantly, his work reveals the European and American influences
that shaped the first generation of Ceylonese architects and their efforts at

adapting new materials and technologies to a very different climate and culture.

This book documents a wide range of Gunasekara’s projects including
residential, religious and commercial buildings arguing that they represented a
nascent cosmopolitanism from below that proved to be quite antithetical to

regionalist trends in architecture.

Anoma Pieris is Professor at the Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning at
Melbourne University. Her most recent publications include Hidden Hands and
Divided Landscapes: A Penal history of Singapore’s Plural Society (University of
Hawaii Press 2009), Sovereignty, Space and Civil War in Sri Lanka (Routledge
2018) and Architecture on the Borderline: Boundary Politics and Built

space (Routledge, Architext series 2019)
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