
Step By Step Guide To Capturing The Big Day
Are you looking to capture the most memorable moments of your big day?
Whether it's a wedding, engagement, or any other significant milestone,
photography plays an essential role in preserving those precious memories. In
this step-by-step guide, we will walk you through the process of capturing your
special day, ensuring that you don't miss a single shot.

1. Plan Ahead

Before the big day arrives, it's crucial to plan ahead to ensure a smooth
photography experience. Meet with the couple or event coordinator to discuss
their expectations and specific moments they want to be captured. This will also
help you familiarize yourself with the venue and any restrictions or limitations you
may encounter.

2. Create a Shot List

Compile a detailed shot list to ensure you don't miss capturing any essential
moments. Start with the pre-ceremony preparations, such as the bride getting
ready, groomsmen bonding, or family interactions. Then move on to the
ceremony itself, capturing the vows, ring exchange, and first kiss. Don't forget to
include the reception, speeches, first dance, and cake cutting. Including specific
poses or group shots can also be helpful.
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3. Scout the Location

Visit the venue beforehand to scout the best locations for capturing stunning
photographs. Identify spots with the best lighting, scenic backdrops, and unique
architectural elements that will add depth and character to your shots. This will
save time on the day itself and ensure you don't miss any fantastic photo
opportunities.

4. Pack The Right Equipment

To capture the big day successfully, ensure you have all the necessary
equipment. Invest in a high-quality DSLR camera that offers sharp images, good
low-light capabilities, and interchangeable lenses. Consider bringing additional
lenses, such as a wide-angle lens for group shots or a zoom lens for capturing
intimate moments from a distance.

5. Master Your Camera Settings

Knowing how to use your camera properly is crucial for capturing the perfect shot.
Experiment with different settings such as aperture, shutter speed, and ISO to
achieve the desired effects. Practice in various lighting conditions to get
comfortable with adjusting your settings on the spot, ensuring you don't miss any
crucial moments.

6. Capture Candid Moments
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While posed shots are essential, candid moments often hold the most emotion
and authenticity. Be sure to capture the unguarded moments, such as laughter,
tears, or stolen glances. These candid shots will truly bring the memories to life,
reminding the couple of how they felt on their special day.

7. Pay Attention to Detail

Don't forget to focus on the small details that make the day unique and special.
Capture the intricate details of the bride's dress, the beautiful centerpiece
arrangements, or the carefully crafted wedding favors. These shots will add depth
and tell the complete story of the day.

8. Be Discreet and Respectful

As a photographer, it's essential to be discreet and respectful throughout the day.
Blend into the background during intimate moments and avoid interrupting the
flow of events. Respect the couple's privacy and the sanctity of the ceremony,
ensuring that your presence does not distract from their special day.

9. Edit Your Shots

Once you've captured an abundance of photos, it's time to select the best shots
and edit them. Use professional photo editing software to enhance colors, adjust
exposure, and retouch any imperfections. This will give your final images a
polished and professional look that accurately represents the beauty of the day.

10. Deliver the Final Product

Finally, deliver the final product to the couple in a timely manner. Use a secure
online platform to share the digital copies and consider providing a beautiful
photo album or prints as a physical keepsake. This will allow the couple to relive
their special day for years to come and cherish the memories forever.



By following this step-by-step guide, you can ensure that you capture every
significant moment of the big day. Remember, photography is more than just
capturing images; it's about preserving memories, emotions, and stories that will
be treasured for a lifetime.
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“A really excellent book about shooting weddings, that actually provides the
beginner with some really practical and useful advice. Rosie has a real knack of
breaking down and explaining the different elements of photographing a wedding
in an easy to follow manner. I especially liked Rosie's advice on shooting wedding
portraits. I would definitely recommend this book to those thinking of shooting
their first wedding.”

Matt Foden, Foden Photography

“I wish this book had been available when I first started photographing weddings!
No nonsense guide to ensuring you capture all the key moments and people on
the day. Highly recommended read for those starting out in the wedding industry
or for those returning after an absence.”
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Caroline Smyth, Caroline Smyth Photography

“I thought this was a thoughtfully written and incredibly comprehensive how-to
book. It felt like I was talking to a friend - Rosie was friendly, encouraging and
confident. I'm not a wedding photographer (I shoot newborns and maternity), and
the idea of shooting a wedding gives me the heebie jeebies! But I can definitely
see that having read this book, I would feel armed to tackle a wedding.”

Emma Jackson, Paper Lotus Photography

If you’ve recently been asked to photograph your first wedding, you may be
wondering what you’ve let yourself in for!

Whether you’re new to wedding photography or just want to refresh your skills,
Wedding Photography: A Step by Step Guide to Capturing the Big Day is packed
with trade secrets and practical tips that will help you photograph a wedding with
confidence.

Learn all the key skills and knowledge that wedding photographers must have,
including:

>What essential kit you’ll need
>The top things you must do before the wedding day
>Typical wedding day timings - where you should be and when
>What the must have shots are from each part of the day
>Where to stand during the ceremony
>How to pose the bride and groom for beautiful portraits
>Top tips for great group shots
>Easy editing techniques for after the wedding



Includes over 180 inspiring real life wedding photographs with detailed camera
settings!

Wedding Photography: A Step by Step Guide to Capturing the Big Day is packed
with simple techniques and inspirational images that will drastically improve your
approach to wedding photography.

About the Author

Rosie Parsons (Cosmo Bride Wedding Photographer of The Year 2010, You &
Your Wedding Magazine Bride’s Choice Award 2011) has been featured in OK!
Magazine, You & Your Wedding, Wedding Magazine and on the cover of
Professional Photographer Magazine among others. She is renowned for her
creative, relaxed style that has won favour with celebrity clients and blogs like
Style Me Pretty, Green Wedding Shoes and Rock n Roll Bride who regularly
publish her work.
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