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Staying Well

After Psychosis

A Cognitive Interpersonal Approach to
‘Recovery and Relapse Prevention

Psychosis is a mental health condition that affects individuals' ability to think
clearly, manage emotions, and differentiate between what is real and what is not.

It can be a distressing experience for both the affected individual and their loved
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ones. However, with proper treatment, support, and self-care, it is possible to

achieve recovery and maintain overall wellness even after psychosis.

Understanding Psychosis

Psychosis is often associated with conditions such as schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder, or severe depression. While it can manifest differently in each individual,
common symptoms include hallucinations, delusions, disordered thinking, and
difficulty in organizing thoughts or expressing oneself coherently. These

symptoms can significantly impact social functioning, relationships, and overall

quality of life.
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Psychosis can be triggered by various factors such as genetic predisposition,
substance abuse, extreme stress, or trauma. It is essential to seek professional
help as soon as possible to receive an accurate diagnosis and appropriate

treatment plan.

Seeking Treatment and Support
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Recovery from psychosis requires a holistic approach that involves medical
interventions, therapy, and ongoing support from mental health professionals,
family, and friends. Medications, such as antipsychotic drugs, can be prescribed

to manage symptoms and stabilize one's mental state.

Individuals may also benefit from therapy sessions, such as cognitive-behavioral
therapy (CBT) or psychoeducation. These forms of therapy help individuals
understand their condition, develop coping strategies, and improve their overall

well-being.

It is equally important to build a support network that understands and
empathizes with the challenges of living with psychosis. Support groups, such as
those provided by mental health organizations, can provide a safe space to share
experiences, gain insights, and offer mutual care. Engaging with support

networks can significantly reduce isolation and foster a sense of belonging.

Self-Care for Wellness

While professional help and support are crucial, practicing self-care is equally
important in maintaining wellness after psychosis. Here are some self-care

strategies that can contribute to overall well-being:

Educating Yourself:

Understanding the condition and its triggers can empower individuals to manage
symptoms effectively. Educational resources, books, and online forums can

provide valuable insights and practical tips.

Healthy Lifestyle Choices:

Adopting a healthy lifestyle can improve mental well-being. This includes regular

exercise, adequate sleep, balanced nutrition, and avoiding substance abuse.



Relaxation Techniques:

Engaging in relaxation techniques, such as deep breathing exercises, meditation,
or yoga, can help reduce anxiety and promote a sense of calmness.

Creative Outlets:

Exploring creative outlets like painting, writing, or playing a musical instrument
can serve as a therapeutic way to express emotions and channel any distressing

thoughts or feelings.

Social Connections:

Maintaining healthy relationships and social connections is vital for overall well-
being. Spending time with loved ones, joining community groups, and
participating in social activities can provide support and foster a sense of

belonging.

Preventing Relapses

While recovery from psychosis is achievable, it is crucial to remain mindful of
potential triggers and take steps to prevent relapses. Here are some strategies to

consider:

Regular Monitoring:

Regular check-ins with mental health professionals can help identify any early
warning signs of relapse and ensure timely intervention.

Stress Management:

Learning effective stress management techniques, such as practicing
mindfulness, engaging in regular exercise, or seeking therapy, can help

individuals better cope with stressors and reduce the risk of relapse.



Medication Adherence:

Continuing with prescribed medications as instructed by healthcare professionals

is crucial in managing symptoms and preventing relapses.

Supportive Environment:

Creating a supportive and safe environment at home, work, or school can
significantly contribute to overall well-being. Open communication, understanding,
and collaboration with friends, family, and colleagues can help individuals feel

supported and reduce stress levels.

Embracing the Journey of Recovery

Recovery from psychosis is not just about managing symptoms; it is a
transformative journey of self-discovery, resilience, and personal growth. Each
individual's experience will be unique, and it is important to embrace one's

journey, acceptance, and self-compassion.

Seeking regular therapy sessions can provide a safe space to explore emotions,
set achievable goals, and develop coping strategies tailored to individual needs.
Celebrating small victories along the way can further boost motivation and

confidence.

Remember, recovery is not a linear process, and setbacks may occur. It is vital to
be patient, kind to oneself, and seek support when needed. With determination,
appropriate treatment, and self-care, individuals can stay well and lead fulfilling

lives after experiencing psychosis.

Disclaimer: This article is for informational purposes only and should not be
considered as medical advice. If you or someone you know is experiencing

psychosis, please seek professional help.
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"Staying Well After Psychosis is extremely readable, based on solid research
evidence and packed full of clinical insights and strategies that will satisfy any
clinician seeking innovative approaches to the promotion of recovery from
psychosis."

—Anthony P. Morrison, Professor of Clinical Psychology, University of
Manchester, UK

Over the past decade our understanding of the experience of psychosis has
changed dramatically. As part of this change, a range of psychological models of

psychosis and associated interventions have developed.

Staying Well After Psychosis presents an individually based psychological
intervention targeting emotional recovery and relapse prevention. This approach
considers the cognitive, interpersonal and developmental aspects involved in

recovery and vulnerability to the recurrence of psychosis.
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Andrew Gumley and Matthias Schwannauer provide a framework for recovery
and staying well that focuses on emotional and interpersonal adaptation to
psychosis. This practical manual covers, in detail, all aspects of the therapeutic

process of Cognitive Interpersonal Therapy, including:

Taking a developmental perspective on help seeking and affect regulation.
» Supporting self-reorganisation and adaptation after acute psychosis.
» Understanding and treating traumatic reactions to psychosis.

=  Working with humiliation, entrapment, loss and fear of recurrence appraisals

during recovery.
» Working with cognitive interpersonal schemata.

» Developing coping in an interpersonal context.

Clinical psychologists, psychiatrists and mental health professionals will find this
innovative treatment manual to be a valuable resource in their work with adults
and adolescents. This book will also be of interest to lecturers and students of

clinical psychology and mental health.
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