
Statebuilding And Counterinsurgency In
Oman

When it comes to the Arab world, Oman is often overlooked as a political and
military player. However, the Sultanate of Oman has a unique history of
successful statebuilding and counterinsurgency efforts that have allowed it to
flourish in a volatile region.
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The Dhofar Rebellion: Catalyst for Change

In the 1960s and 1970s, Oman faced a significant insurgency known as the
Dhofar Rebellion. It was a communist-backed revolt that sought to overthrow
Sultan Said bin Taimur's regime. The rebellion was fueled by grievances related
to social inequality, economic disparities, and political exclusion.
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The government responded to the insurgency by implementing a comprehensive
counterinsurgency strategy. It combined military operations with social and
economic development programs to win the hearts and minds of the population
and to counter the appeal of the insurgents.
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The Sultanate of Oman and Its Unique Approach

What sets Oman apart from other states in the region is its emphasis on long-
term stability rather than short-term military victories. The government recognized
that sustainable security required addressing the root causes of the insurgency
and striving for inclusive governance.
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Statebuilding efforts included infrastructure development, improvement of
healthcare and education systems, and social welfare programs. The government
focused on economic diversification and job creation to tackle the issue of
unemployment, which was a major driving force behind the rebellion.

The Role of the Royal Armed Forces

The Royal Armed Forces played a crucial role in defeating the insurgency. Led by
Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said, who assumed power in 1970, the Omani military
received extensive training and support from the British Special Air Service (SAS)
and Jordanian forces.

Moreover, the Sultan invested heavily in modernizing the armed forces, improving
their capabilities, and ensuring their loyalty. This allowed the military to effectively
suppress the insurgency, secure the borders, and protect Oman's sovereignty.

The Omani Model as a Regional Success

Oman's success in statebuilding and counterinsurgency has not only brought
stability to the country but also positioned it as a key regional mediator. The
Omani government has played a significant role in facilitating peace talks,
particularly in Yemen and Iran.



This diplomatic role stems from Oman's experience in resolving internal conflicts
and fostering national unity. Its approach focuses on dialogue, compromise, and
inclusivity, which have proven effective in bridging divides and promoting
reconciliation.

The Importance of Lessons Learned
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Oman's experience provides valuable lessons for other countries facing similar
challenges. The success of its statebuilding and counterinsurgency efforts is a
testament to the effectiveness of sustained investment in social and economic
development, as well as the importance of building capable and trusted security
forces.

Additionally, Oman's emphasis on inclusion and political reform demonstrates the
significance of genuine governmental responsiveness to the grievances of
marginalized populations.

Oman's journey from a country grappling with insurgency to a stable and
prosperous nation offers hope and inspiration to the wider region. Its unique
approach to statebuilding and counterinsurgency, combined with a commitment to
long-term stability and inclusive governance, has positioned Oman as an
influential player.

As other nations face the challenges of political unrest and insurgency, they can
look to Oman for guidance and insight. By investing in social and economic
development, prioritizing political inclusivity, and building capable security forces,
countries can pave the way for a brighter future.
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In the depths of the Cold War and in the wake of Britain's announcement of its
intention to withdraw 'East of Suez' by the end of 1971, Britain was faced with the
stark reality of a Marxist rebellion in the Dhofar province of Oman. This rebellion,
whose explicit aim was to 'liberate' the oil-rich Gulf region, confronted the British
with the challenge of securing a political order in Oman conducive to protecting
Britain's remaining interests in the midst of its military withdrawal from the region.
'State Building and Counter Insurgency in Oman' offers a nuanced picture of
Britain's response to the challenges posed by this withdrawal, through an
examination the complex Anglo-Omani relationship at this vital juncture in Middle
East and Imperial History.

James Worrall offers an examination of how officials in London and the Gulf
defined British interests in Oman, and the debates that raged throughout
Whitehall, under the successive governments led by Wilson and Heath, about
how to best tackle the growing insurgency in Oman. The means by which this
challenge was to be met (including the extent of both overt and covert support for
the Sultan) in the post-Suez era, posed a number of challenges for decision-
makers in Whitehall. The military, economic and diplomatic assistance given to
the Omani government to re-establish Sultanate control and crush the rebellion in
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Dhofar is thus analysed within the context of a complex balancing act, as British
politicians and officials tried to reconcile their attempts to create effective and
centralised Omani administration and security bodies whilst maintaining the
image of strategic withdrawal and the sovereign independence of Oman.

Drawing extensively from newly released archival records and interviews with
former officials and high-ranking officers, this book provides a systematic re-
examination of the Anglo-Omani relationship during the critical years of Oman's
transformation into a modern state. It will therefore provide vital information and
analysis for students and researchers of Middle East History and Politics, the
decline and end of empire and the policymaking processes at the heart of an
imperial and military withdrawal.
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