
Speculative Everything: Design Fiction And
Social Dreaming

Design has the power to shape the world we live in. It is not just about aesthetics
and functionality; it extends beyond traditional boundaries, enabling us to explore
new possibilities and envision alternative futures. In the realm of design, there
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exists a fascinating approach called "speculative everything" that intertwines
design fiction and social dreaming.

Design Fiction: The Power of Imagination

Design fiction, as the name suggests, is the act of using fictional narratives to
explore design possibilities and provoke thought. It allows designers and creators
to step into imagined worlds and create artifacts, services, or scenarios that
challenge our present reality. The purpose is not to predict the future but rather to
uncover underlying assumptions and provoke critical conversations about our
existing reality.
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Imagine a world where cars can fly, or where we communicate through telepathy.
These speculative designs, although seemingly far-fetched, present us with
untapped potential and ignite a spark of innovation. By pushing the boundaries of
what is considered "possible," designers can inspire new ideas, question societal
norms, and even challenge oppressive systems.
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Social Dreaming: Empowering Collective Imagination

Speculative everything goes beyond individual imagination; it also embraces the
concept of social dreaming. Social dreaming refers to the shared dreams,
aspirations, and desires of a community or society. By tapping into collective
imagination, designers can gain a deeper understanding of social issues and
design for transformative change.

Through design fiction and social dreaming, designers can address complex
problems, such as climate change, social inequality, or technological ethics, by
envisioning alternative futures. By engaging communities in the design process, it
creates a space for collective reflection, dialogue, and co-creation. It empowers
individuals to actively participate in shaping the world they wish to live in.

Designing for Change

Speculative everything not only sparks imagination but also serves as a catalyst
for societal transformation. By presenting alternative futures and questioning the
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status quo, it exposes the flaws and limitations of our current systems. It
encourages critical thinking and the exploration of unconventional ideas that can
lead to meaningful change.

Design reflections and artifacts resulting from speculative everything can serve as
powerful tools for advocacy and activism. They enable us to visualize the
consequences of different choices, sparking conversations about the impact of
our decisions on society and the environment. It pushes us to reflect on our
values, challenge assumptions, and collectively work towards creating a more
inclusive and sustainable future.

The Power of Design Fiction and Social Dreaming

Design fiction and social dreaming are not just theoretical concepts; they are
powerful tools in the hands of designers, artists, and thinkers. They invite us to
pause and question the familiar, encouraging us to imagine and create alternative
realities.

By harnessing design fiction and social dreaming, we can foster innovation,
inspire change, and collectively shape a better future. It is through exploring the
speculative that we can challenge the present and unlock the potential for a more
equitable and sustainable world.



The Endless Possibilities of Speculative Everything

Speculative everything opens up a world of endless possibilities. It allows us to
transcend the limitations of our current reality and explore uncharted territories.
Through design fiction and social dreaming, we can unleash our creativity,
question norms, and challenge the status quo.
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Whether it is envisioning sustainable cities, reimagining education, or designing
new technologies, speculative everything offers a playground for innovative
minds. It encourages us to think beyond what is considered practical or
achievable and strive for a better, more inclusive future.

Unlock Your Imagination

In a world filled with possibilities, speculative everything invites you to unlock your
imagination. Embrace the power of design fiction and social dreaming to envision
the world you want to live in.
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How to use design as a tool to create not only things but ideas, to speculate
about possible futures.

Today designers often focus on making technology easy to use, sexy, and
consumable. In Speculative Everything, Anthony Dunne and Fiona Raby propose
a kind of design that is used as a tool to create not only things but ideas. For
them, design is a means of speculating about how things could be—to imagine
possible futures. This is not the usual sort of predicting or forecasting, spotting
trends and extrapolating; these kinds of predictions have been proven wrong,
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again and again. Instead, Dunne and Raby pose “what if” questions that are
intended to open debate and discussion about the kind of future people want (and
do not want).

Speculative Everything offers a tour through an emerging cultural landscape of
design ideas, ideals, and approaches. Dunne and Raby cite examples from their
own design and teaching and from other projects from fine art, design,
architecture, cinema, and photography. They also draw on futurology, political
theory, the philosophy of technology, and literary fiction. They show us, for
example, ideas for a solar kitchen restaurant; a flypaper robotic clock; a
menstruation machine; a cloud-seeding truck; a phantom-limb sensation
recorder; and devices for food foraging that use the tools of synthetic biology.
Dunne and Raby contend that if we speculate more—about everything—reality
will become more malleable. The ideas freed by speculative design increase the
odds of achieving desirable futures.
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