
Sixty Years Of Who On First: The Evolution
and Enduring Legacy of a Comedy Classic

For over six decades, the iconic comedy sketch "Who's on First?" has been
tickling the funny bones of audiences around the world. Created by the famous
comedy duo, Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, this timeless routine has become a
symbol of pure comedic genius.

The Origins of a Classic

Abbott and Costello's "Who's on First?" first premiered on the radio program "The
Kate Smith Hour" on March 1938, captivating listeners with its clever wordplay
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and impeccable timing. The sketch quickly gained popularity and soon became a
staple in their live performances.
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The premise of the sketch revolves around a conversation between Abbott,
playing the manager of a baseball team, and Costello, playing a befuddled player.
The humor arises from the confusion caused by the players' unusual names,
such as Who, What, and I Don't Know, which lead to hilarious misunderstandings.

A Broadway Success

In 1940, Abbott and Costello brought "Who's on First?" to Broadway as part of
their critically acclaimed revue "The Streets of Paris." The sketch received rave
reviews, and the duo's impeccable comedic timing and chemistry were praised by
both critics and audiences alike.

The success of the routine on Broadway propelled Abbott and Costello's career to
new heights, earning them national recognition and setting the stage for their
future endeavors.
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The Silver Screen and Beyond

With their popularity soaring, Abbott and Costello soon brought "Who's on First?"
to the silver screen. The sketch made its film debut in Universal Pictures' 1945
musical comedy "The Naughty Nineties," where it became one of the standout
moments of the film.

Over the years, the comedy duo reprised their famous routine in numerous films
and television shows, ensuring that "Who's on First?" remains ingrained in pop
culture. The sketch has been referenced and parodied in countless movies, TV
shows, and even sports broadcasts, solidifying its legacy as one of the greatest
comedy routines of all time.

A Timeless Classic

What makes "Who's on First?" truly remarkable is its ability to transcend time and
continue to make audiences laugh after sixty years. The clever wordplay,
masterful delivery, and Costello's comedic facial expressions are as hilarious
today as they were when the sketch first debuted.

This timeless quality is what separates "Who's on First?" from other comedy
routines. Its universal appeal transcends generations, making it a favorite among
both old and new fans of comedy.

The Legacy Lives On

Despite the passing of Abbott and Costello, their iconic sketch continues to be
celebrated and honored. It has been inducted into the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and recognized as a cultural treasure.

Moreover, countless comedians and performers have drawn inspiration from
"Who's on First?" and incorporated its comedic elements in their own work. The



sketch's influence can be seen in the comedic stylings of legends like Monty
Python, The Marx Brothers, and even modern-day comedians.

A Comedy Masterpiece

Sixty years after its inception, "Who's on First?" stands as a testament to the
enduring power of comedy. Its timeless humor and universal appeal have
secured its place in the pantheon of humor, forever etched in the hearts of
laughter-seeking audiences.

As we reflect on the laughter it has brought us throughout the years, we can't
help but be grateful for Abbott and Costello's comedic genius and their
unforgettable contribution to the world of comedy. And just like the famous routine
itself, the legacy of "Who's on First?" will continue to make us laugh for
generations to come.
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Offers profiles of the popular comedy team, looks at their careers in vaudeville,
radio, and film, shares several of their most famous routines, and includes the
reminscences of those who worked with them.
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My Lifelong Friendship With Elvis Presley
The Beginning of a Remarkable Friendship It was the summer of 1956
when I first laid eyes on the enigmatic young man who would forever
change my life. Elvis Presley, a...
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From Brotherhood To Manhood: The Journey
of Self-Discovery and Growth
The transition from boyhood to manhood is a transformative journey that
every male individual goes through in their lifetime. It is a pivotal period
filled with challenges,...
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Don't Look Behind You: The Terrifying Truth
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Have you ever felt a chilling sensation crawling up your spine when you
felt someone's eyes lingering on you? That inexplicable sense of unease
that forces you to check if...

And Other Truths You Need To Hear
Life is a beautiful journey filled with joy, laughter, love, and success. But it
is also full of challenges, pain, heartbreak, and failures. We often find
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