
Singin' In The Rain BFI Film Classics - The
Evolution of a Hollywood Musical
Released in 1952, "Singin' In The Rain" is a timeless classic that has captivated
audiences for generations. Directed by Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly, this iconic
musical showcases the talents of some of Hollywood's biggest stars, including
Gene Kelly, Donald O'Connor, and Debbie Reynolds. Its impact on the film
industry and its lasting legacy are undeniable, making it a prime subject for
analysis in the BFI Film Classics series.

The Evolution of a Hollywood Musical

"Singin' In The Rain" explores the transition from silent films to talkies during the
Golden Age of Hollywood. The film follows the journey of Don Lockwood (Gene
Kelly), a successful silent film star, as he navigates the challenges of the
industry's rapid technological advancements.

One of the film's most iconic scenes features Gene Kelly dancing and singing in
the rain. This memorable sequence perfectly captures the joy and excitement of
the Hollywood musical genre. Through its inventive choreography and catchy
musical numbers, "Singin' In The Rain" sets a standard for the genre that would
inspire future films for years to come.
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The Charm of the Characters

The characters in "Singin' In The Rain" are both relatable and endearing, adding
depth to the film's narrative. Don Lockwood's charming persona and infectious
enthusiasm make him a lovable protagonist. His on-screen chemistry with the
spirited Kathy Selden (Debbie Reynolds) adds a touch of romance to the story,
captivating audiences with their blossoming relationship.

Donald O'Connor's portrayal of Cosmo Brown, Don Lockwood's best friend and
sidekick, provides comedic relief throughout the film. O'Connor's incredible dance
skills and comedic timing make his character an audience favorite.

Technological Innovations in Filmmaking

"Singin' In The Rain" showcases the technological advancements that
revolutionized the film industry in the 1920s. The film highlights the challenges
faced by actors and directors during the transition from silent films to sound,
offering a glimpse into the behind-the-scenes struggles of Hollywood's Golden
Age.

The advancements in sound recording and synchronization portrayed in the film
paved the way for a new era in filmmaking. The incorporation of synchronized
sound with visuals brought a new level of authenticity and immersion for
audiences, forever changing the way films were created and experienced.

The Legacy of "Singin' In The Rain"
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Over half a century after its release, "Singin' In The Rain" remains a standout film
in the history of Hollywood musicals. Its innovative use of music and dance,
combined with a compelling story and memorable characters, have solidified its
place as one of the greatest films of all time.

The film's influence can be seen in subsequent musicals, inspiring filmmakers to
push the boundaries of the genre. From "West Side Story" to "La La Land," the
impact of "Singin' In The Rain" can be felt in countless productions that followed
in its footsteps.

"Singin' In The Rain," with its captivating story, memorable musical numbers, and
stellar performances, continues to captivate audiences. Its exploration of the
challenges faced during the transition from silent films to talkies showcases the
resilience and creativity of Hollywood's golden era.

As a beloved classic, "Singin' In The Rain" holds a special place in the hearts of
film enthusiasts. Its timeless appeal and lasting legacy make it a worthy subject
for analysis in the BFI Film Classics series.
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Sixty years after its release, Singin' in the Rain (1951) remains one of the best
loved films ever made. Yet despite dazzling success with the public, it never
received its fair share of critical analysis. Gene Kelly's genius as a performer is
undeniable. Acknowledged less often is his innovatory contribution as director.
Peter Wollen's illuminating study of Singin' in the Rain does justice to this
complex film. In a brilliant shot-by-shot analysis of the famous title number, he
shows how skilfully Kelly weaves the dance and musical elements into the
narrative, successfully combining two distinctive traditions within American
Dance: tap and ballet. At the time of the film's production, its scriptwriters Betty
Comden and Adolph Green, and indeed Kelly himself, were all under threat from
McCarthyism. Wollen describes how the fallout from blacklisting curtailed the
careers of many of those who worked on the film and argues convincingly that the
film represents the high point in their careers. In his foreword to this special
edition, published to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the BFI Film Classics
series, Geoff Andrew looks at the film's legacy and celebrates the passion,
lucidity and originality of Wollen's analysis. Summing up its enduring appeal,
Andrew writes: 'Singin' in the Rain isn't just a musical, it's a movie about the
movies.'
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exploration of River Lagan walks in...
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