
Seattle Street Art Volume Two - Exploring the
Vibrant Urban Art Scene
Seattle is a city known for its creativity, diversity, and rich cultural heritage. Over
the years, it has become a hub for artists of all genres, including street art. From
towering murals to hidden alleyway tags, Seattle's street art scene is a vibrant
expression of the city's identity and serves as a visual representation of its ever-
evolving spirit.

Building upon the success and popularity of the first volume, "Seattle Street Art
Volume Two" takes you on another captivating journey through the streets of this
dynamic city. In this article, we will dive deep into Seattle's street art scene,
exploring the stunning murals, graffiti, and creative installations that make the city
a paradise for art enthusiasts.

The Evolution of Seattle's Street Art Scene

Seattle's street art scene has evolved significantly over the years, moving from an
underground movement to a recognized form of artistic expression and cultural
representation. With an increasing number of artists choosing public spaces as
their canvas, the city has become a giant open-air art gallery, showcasing talent
and sparking conversations.
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One of the most remarkable aspects of Seattle's street art scene is its inclusivity.
From renowned muralists to emerging local artists, the medium provides a
platform for diverse voices and perspectives. This inclusivity fuels a constant
exchange of ideas, pushing boundaries and challenging the status quo.

Exploring Seattle's Hidden Gems

As you embark on your street art adventure, be prepared to explore the lesser-
known areas of Seattle. While popular neighborhoods like Capitol Hill and
Fremont boast remarkable art displays, it is in the hidden nooks and crannies
where true treasures await.

Among the unassuming alleyways of Pioneer Square, you'll discover an array of
stunning murals that showcase the raw talent of local artists. These pieces often
blend seamlessly with the historic surroundings, creating a fascinating
juxtaposition of old and new.

Further east, the Industrial District serves as a gritty backdrop for some of
Seattle's most thought-provoking graffiti. Artists use the decaying walls and
weathered structures as their canvas, transforming forgotten spaces into vibrant
reflections of urban life.

Seattle's Street Art Icons

No exploration of Seattle's street art scene would be complete without mentioning
some of the city's iconic artists. Recognizable names like Ryan "Henry" Ward,
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known for his whimsical characters and vibrant color palette, have left an indelible
mark on the city's landscape.

Others, like Gabriel "LeBart" Marquez, utilize powerful symbolism and cultural
references to create thought-provoking murals that resonate deeply with viewers.
Seattle's street art icons continue to inspire and shape the city's visual identity,
offering a glimpse into the artists' perspectives and the stories they want to tell.

Street Art as a Catalyst for Change

Street art has a unique ability to challenge societal norms and spark
conversations about crucial issues. In Seattle, the art form has played a
significant role in advocating for social justice, environmental consciousness, and
cultural preservation.

From the Black Lives Matter movement to climate change activism, street art
serves as a visual representation of collective concerns, communicating
messages of unity and progress. Artists use their skills to transform walls into
powerful calls to action, reminding passersby of the need for change and inspiring
hope for a better future.

Preserving Seattle's Street Art

As with any transient art form, the preservation of Seattle's street art is of utmost
importance. Recognizing this, organizations and individuals have stepped up
efforts to document and protect these ephemeral creations.

The "Seattle Street Art Archive" initiative aims to catalog and archive the city's
street art, allowing future generations to appreciate and understand the dynamic
nature of the art scene. Additionally, there are ongoing discussions about
designated spaces where artists can legally create and showcase their work,



ensuring that the city's urban art scene continues to flourish in a sustainable and
supported manner.

Seattle Street Art Volume Two encapsulates the vibrancy and diversity of the
city's urban art scene. From the hidden gems tucked away in alleyways to the
iconic murals that adorn the streets, the art form leaves an indelible mark on
Seattle's identity.

As you wander through the streets, take the time to absorb the creativity, the
passion, and the stories embedded in each stroke of paint. Seattle's street art
scene continues to evolve and push boundaries, acting as a powerful catalyst for
change and celebrating the city's artistic spirit.
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Volume Two contains photos that I took on the streets of Seattle, Washington,
USA in 2012. For this volume, the last page includes a list of locations where you
can see a concentration of street art in Seattle.

Aside from its rain and coffee, Seattle is known for many things subversive, from
Grunge music to the activist driven WTO riots. This region of America raised the
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likes of Jimi Hendrix and Bruce Lee. Today, there is a culture here that is only
represented anonymously in the reclaimed public spaces of the city.

Images dot the urban landscape in the typical street mediums that are used
across the globe: spray paint, stickers, paste-ups, stencils, wheatpasting, posters,
video projection, art intervention, guerrilla art, flash mobbing, installations, post-
graffiti, mosaic tiling, murals, wood-blocking, LED art, reverse-graffiti a.k.a. green-
graffiti, cuprocking and yarn bombing.

You will see that these are not commercial enterprises or vandalism graffiti, but
individual creative statements... something we can all relate to. Street art as a
medium has been popularized internationally by the likes of Shepard
Fairey, Banksy, D*Face, Paul Insect, Swoon, Twist, Neck face, Faile, Space
Invader and WK Interact. It can take on many purposes and sometimes involves
activism, phenomenology, repetition, attention capture, culture jamming, direct
action, guerrilla messaging, propaganda, subvertising, decoration and territory
claiming.

The following is a small window into this temporary world that’s constantly being
revised in a flux of new symbols. It’s a snapshot of work on the Seattle streets, a
visual capsule in time, not a comprehensive representation of Seattle street art
and the people involved over the years. Some of the work only existed for a day
before it was written over by other artists or removed by the city... a reminder that
nothing is permanent and, control is an illusion in the chaos of a city. Enjoy!
SeattleStreetArt.com
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