
Seattle Street Art Volume Three: Discover the
Hidden Treasures of Urban Expressions
Seattle, the birthplace of grunge and the iconic Space Needle, is not just famous
for its coffee culture and breathtaking landscapes. It is also home to a thriving
street art scene that gives its streets a unique and vibrant character. In this third
installment of our series, we explore the hidden gems and artistic expressions
that grace the walls of Seattle's neighborhoods, captivating locals and tourists
alike.

The Evolution of Seattle Street Art

Seattle's street art scene has evolved from simple graffiti tags to elaborate murals
and installations that reflect the city's diverse culture and community spirit. Artists
from different backgrounds have turned once bare walls into powerful works of
art, making a statement and inviting viewers to contemplate various social,
political, and environmental issues.

From the colorful murals in the Capitol Hill neighborhood to the thought-provoking
stencil art in Pioneer Square, Seattle's street art is an ever-changing canvas that
continues to bring life to its urban spaces. This latest volume delves into the most
recent additions and highlights the growing influence of local artists.
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Discover the Neighborhood Gems

In this edition, we navigate the streets of Seattle, uncovering the lesser-known
spots where mesmerizing art awaits. The famous neighborhoods of Ballard and
Fremont reveal a wealth of artistic expression, with murals depicting the city's
maritime history and vibrant scenes of urban wildlife.

Wandering through the International District, visitors can marvel at the fusion of
traditional Asian motifs and more contemporary elements, blending cultures and
storytelling in a captivating visual experience. Meanwhile, Georgetown surprises
with its industrial charm and open-air galleries, where buildings serve as giant
canvases for artists to showcase their creativity.

The Stories Behind the Art

Seattle's street art is much more than just paint on walls. Each piece has a story
to tell, offering insights into the artists' perspectives and the city's rich history. We
go beyond the surface to unravel the narratives woven into the murals, stencils,
and wheat-pasted works, shedding light on the inspirations, sacrifices, and
triumphs that accompany their creation.

Renowned local artists such as Henry and Klutch bring social and environmental
issues into the spotlight, sparking conversations about climate change, social
justice, and the importance of preserving nature. Their thought-provoking art
serves as a call to action, inspiring viewers to reflect on their role in shaping a
better future.
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Supporting the Local Street Art Community

Seattle's street art scene thrives on community support and collaboration. From
the annual "Seattle Art Battle" that brings artists together for an exhilarating live
painting competition to the local organizations that strive to preserve and promote
street art, there are numerous initiatives aimed at fostering the growth of this
expressive form of art.

This volume features exclusive interviews with renowned artists and insights from
curator-led tours, providing readers with a deeper understanding of the city's
street art ecosystem. We also delve into the legal aspects of street art, exploring
how the city embraces this urban canvas while balancing the need for regulations
and public safety.

Preserving the Ever-changing Landscape

Seattle's street art is a dynamic entity, ever-evolving and subject to the whims of
time. The impermanence of these creations adds to their allure while reminding
us of the transient nature of urban landscapes. We dive into the challenges faced
by artists and organizations in preserving street art, and the innovative ways they
strive to capture its essence.

Whether you are a Seattle local or a visitor, this volume of Seattle Street Art
Volume Three invites you on a visual journey that opens your eyes to the beauty
and creativity that thrives within this lively city. Don't miss out on the chance to
explore the hidden treasures, engage in thought-provoking conversations, and
immerse yourself in the vibrant urban landscape that is Seattle street art.
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Volume Three contains photos that I took on the streets of Seattle, Washington,
USA in 2012. For this volume, the last page includes a list of locations where you
can see a concentration of street art in Seattle.

Aside from its rain and coffee, Seattle is known for many things subversive, from
Grunge music to the activist driven WTO riots. This region of America raised the
likes of Jimi Hendrix and Bruce Lee. Today, there is a culture here that is only
represented anonymously in the reclaimed public spaces of the city.

Images dot the urban landscape in the typical street mediums that are used
across the globe: spray paint, stickers, paste-ups, stencils, wheatpasting, posters,
video projection, art intervention, guerrilla art, flash mobbing, installations, post-
graffiti, mosaic tiling, murals, wood-blocking, LED art, reverse-graffiti a.k.a. green-
graffiti, cuprocking and yarn bombing.

You will see that these are not commercial enterprises or vandalism graffiti, but
individual creative statements... something we can all relate to. Street art as a
medium has been popularized internationally by the likes of Shepard
Fairey, Banksy, D*Face, Paul Insect, Swoon, Twist, Neck face, Faile, Space
Invader and WK Interact. It can take on many purposes and sometimes involves
activism, phenomenology, repetition, attention capture, culture jamming, direct
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action, guerrilla messaging, propaganda, subvertising, decoration and territory
claiming.

The following is a small window into this temporary world that’s constantly being
revised in a flux of new symbols. It’s a snapshot of work on the Seattle streets, a
visual capsule in time, not a comprehensive representation of Seattle street art
and the people involved over the years. Some of the work only existed for a day
before it was written over by other artists or removed by the city... a reminder that
nothing is permanent and, control is an illusion in the chaos of a city. Enjoy!
SeattleStreetArt.com
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