
Russia And The Cult Of State Security -
Unraveling the Secrets

Russia, a land filled with a rich history and countless untold stories, holds a secret
that has shaped its society for decades - the cult of state security. This enigmatic
force has had a profound impact on the nation and played a crucial role in
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shaping its identity. In this article, we delve deep into the intricate web of Russia's
state security apparatus, its history, and its grip on power.

The Birth of a Secret Power

To understand the cult of state security in Russia, we must travel back in time to
the early days of the Soviet Union. It was during the era of Josef Stalin, an era of
paranoia and control, that the foundations of this secretive force were laid. Initially
known as the State Political Directorate (GPU), it later evolved into the infamous
KGB - the Committee for State Security.
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The KGB became synonymous with surveillance, espionage, and control. Its
influence spread far beyond the Soviet Union's borders, infiltrating every aspect
of society. It operated as an independent entity, reporting only to the highest
echelons of power. The KGB's iron grip extended to the realms of politics,
economy, media, and culture, ensuring the regime's survival through fear and
manipulation.

From the Soviet Era to Modern Russia
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With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, many believed that the cult of state
security would fade into history. However, the reality proved to be quite the
opposite. The remnants of the KGB transformed into various intelligence
agencies, with the Federal Security Service (FSB) taking the lead.

Under the rule of Vladimir Putin, a former KGB officer himself, the FSB regained
its power and expanded its influence. Putin's rise to power was intertwined with
the resurrection of state security as a pillar of Russian society. The methods used
by the FSB mirrored those of the KGB, employing surveillance, disinformation,
and crackdowns on dissent to maintain control.

The Cult's Impact on Society

The cult of state security permeates all aspects of Russian society. It dictates the
narratives presented by the media, suppresses political opposition, and monitors
the loyalty of citizens. Dissent is met with severe consequences, and courageous
individuals who dare to challenge the system often find themselves silenced or
exiled.

This culture of fear has bred an atmosphere of compliance and self-censorship.
Many Russians, scarred by the memories of past atrocities committed by the
state security apparatus, choose to remain silent, fearing the consequences of
speaking out. The invisible hand of state security has become so entrenched in
society that it is often considered a normal part of life by many Russians.

Unveiling the Secrets

Despite the veil of secrecy that shrouds the cult of state security, glimpses of its
influence periodically emerge. Whistleblowers, brave journalists, and activists risk
their lives to expose the hidden truths and the human rights violations committed
under its watch.



The international community plays a crucial role in shedding light on this dark
reality. By amplifying the voices of those affected by state security, the world can
put pressure on the Russian government to address these issues and respect
human rights. It is essential to support organizations that work tirelessly to defend
the rights of individuals oppressed by state security mechanisms.

The Future of Russia and State Security

As Russia moves forward, it faces the challenge of reconciling its past with its
present. The cult of state security still wields considerable influence, but society is
slowly awakening to the need for change. A new generation of Russians,
empowered by technology and connected to the global community, is fighting for
a more open, transparent, and democratic future.

The journey towards dismantling the cult of state security will be long and
arduous. It requires the collective effort of individuals, both within and outside
Russia, to challenge the status quo and advocate for a society where human
rights are respected, and freedom of speech is valued.

Russia's cult of state security is a complex and often misunderstood entity. Its
roots run deep within the nation's history, shaping its society and influencing its
trajectory. As we strive for a better understanding of this enigma, we uncover
stories of oppression, resilience, and the struggle for freedom. Only by exposing
the truth can we pave the way for a brighter future, where the rights of individuals
are protected and the cult of state security becomes a relic of the past.
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This book explores the mythology woven around the Soviet secret police and the
Russian cult of state security that has emerged from it.

Tracing the history of this mythology from the Soviet period through to its revival
in contemporary post-Soviet Russia, the volume argues that successive Russian
regimes have sponsored a ‘cult’ of state security, whereby security organs are
held up as something to be worshipped. The book approaches the history of this
cult as an ongoing struggle to legitimise and sacralise the Russian state security
apparatus, and to negotiate its violent and dramatic past. It explores the ways in
which, during the Soviet period, this mythology sought to make the existence of
the most radically intrusive and powerful secret police in history appear ‘natural’.
It also documents the contemporary post-Soviet re-emergence of the cult of state
security, examining the ways in which elements of the old Soviet mythology have
been revised and reclaimed as the cornerstone of a new state ideology.

The Russian cult of state security is of ongoing contemporary relevance, and is
crucial for understanding not only the tragedies of Russia’s twentieth-century
history, but also the ambiguities of Russia’s post-Soviet transition, and the current
struggle to define Russia’s national identity and future development. The book
examines the ways in which contemporary Russian life continues to be shaped
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by the legacy of Soviet attitudes to state-society relations, as expressed in the
reconstituted cult of state security. It investigates the shadow which the figure of
the secret policeman continues to cast over Russia today.

The book will be of great interest to students of modern Russian history and
politics, intelligence studies and security studies, as well as readers with an
interest in the KGB and its successors.
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