
Running With Scissors Memoir: A Wild
Journey of Survival and Resilience

Running With Scissors is a captivating memoir written by Augusten Burroughs
that takes readers on a wild journey through his unconventional upbringing. With
its mix of humor, darkness, and resilience, this memoir has captivated readers
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around the world, making it a must-read for those who love a unique and thought-
provoking story.

Unveiling the Colorful Pages

The memoir begins with the young Augusten, a precocious and highly imaginative
child growing up in the 1970s. However, his innocent world is soon shattered
when his parents' marriage falls apart. As a result, Augusten is sent to live with
his mother's psychiatrist, Dr. Finch, and his eccentric family.
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From the moment Augusten steps foot into the Finch household, readers are
transported into a world filled with chaos, dysfunction, and deeply flawed
characters. With a mother struggling with mental illness, an absent father, and a
psychiatrist who blurs the lines between professional and personal boundaries,
Augusten finds himself in the eye of an emotional hurricane.

Despite the challenges he faces, Augusten manages to maintain his resilience
and sense of humor. The story is filled with poignant moments where humor acts
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as a coping mechanism, allowing Augusten to navigate his way through the
turbulent events of his life.

Themes of Survival and Resilience

Running With Scissors explores themes of survival and resilience against all
odds. It delves into the power of the human spirit to overcome adversity and find
strength in the most unexpected places.

Augusten's journey towards self-discovery is both poignant and heart-wrenching.
From being caught in the middle of his parents' toxic relationship to his
unconventional upbringing under the care of Dr. Finch's unorthodox methods,
Augusten's story is a testament to his ability to endure extreme circumstances.

Throughout the memoir, Augusten's voice resounds with authenticity, allowing
readers to experience the raw emotions of his tumultuous journey. His ability to
find humor amidst the chaos brings a unique perspective to the narrative, making
it both entertaining and thought-provoking.

The Impact and Popularity of Running With Scissors

Since its publication, Running With Scissors has become a bestseller, captivating
readers with its highly descriptive and engaging narrative. The memoir's ability to
expose the dark underbelly of unconventional family dynamics while highlighting
the strength of human resilience has resonated with a wide audience.

The book's success can be attributed to its ability to tackle difficult subjects with
honesty and sensitivity. It invites readers to reflect on the complexities of mental
illness, dysfunctional family dynamics, and the ways in which we navigate
through the challenges life throws at us.



Running With Scissors has also been adapted into a major motion picture, further
cementing its place in popular culture. The film, released in 2006, starred Annette
Bening, Alec Baldwin, and Joseph Fiennes, bringing Augusten's story to life on
the big screen.

A Memoir That Leaves an Indelible Mark

Running With Scissors is an unforgettable memoir that takes readers on an
emotional rollercoaster filled with laughter, heartache, and ultimately, inspiration.
Augusten Burroughs' storytelling transcends the boundaries of traditional
memoirs, inviting readers to explore the depths of resilience and the triumph of
the human spirit.

So, if you're ready for a wild journey through the trials and triumphs of Augusten
Burroughs' life, Running With Scissors is the perfect memoir to dive into. Its long-
lasting impact is a testament to its power as a captivating and thought-provoking
piece of literature.
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Now including an excerpt from Lust & Wonder, a new memoir coming in March
2016.

Running with Scissors is the true story of a boy whose mother (a poet with
delusions of Anne Sexton) gave him away to be raised by her psychiatrist, a
dead-ringer for Santa and a lunatic in the bargain. Suddenly, at age twelve,
Augusten Burroughs found himself living in a dilapidated Victorian in perfect
squalor. The doctor's bizarre family, a few patients, and a pedophile living in the
backyard shed completed the tableau. Here, there were no rules, there was no
school. The Christmas tree stayed up until summer, and Valium was eaten like
Pez. And when things got dull, there was always the vintage electroshock therapy
machine under the stairs....

Running with Scissors is at turns foul and harrowing, compelling and maniacally
funny. But above all, it chronicles an ordinary boy's survival under the most
extraordinary circumstances.
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