
Righteous Indignation: Jewish Call For
Justice
Justice is a fundamental pillar of any thriving society. It provides a sense of
security, fairness, and harmony. For centuries, the Jewish community has placed
a great emphasis on seeking justice and advocating for the oppressed. This
article explores the concept of righteous indignation within the Jewish framework,
highlighting the long-standing tradition of fighting for justice and uplifting those
who have been wronged.

The History of Jewish Advocacy for Justice

The Jewish tradition of fighting for justice can be traced back to biblical times.
Throughout the Hebrew Bible, there are countless stories of individuals who
stood against injustice, often risking their own lives for the greater good. Moses,
as a central figure in Judaism, exemplified this commitment to justice by leading
the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, guided by the belief in freedom and equality.

During the medieval period, Jews faced widespread discrimination and
persecution. Despite this, many Jewish scholars and leaders continued to
advocate for justice, striving to improve the conditions of their community and
promote tolerance within society. Prominent figures like Maimonides and Spinoza
dedicated their lives to fighting for social justice and challenging oppressive
systems.
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The Modern Jewish Call for Justice

In recent history, Jews have been at the forefront of various justice movements
around the world. This commitment to pursuing justice is deeply rooted in Jewish
values and teachings. Tikkun Olam, a Hebrew phrase meaning "repairing the
world," embodies the idea that it is our responsibility to make the world a better
place through acts of justice, compassion, and righteousness.

One of the most significant examples of Jewish involvement in justice movements
is the Civil Rights Movement in the United States. Jewish activists, inspired by
their own experiences with discrimination, played a crucial role in challenging
racial inequality and advocating for equal rights for all citizens. Leaders like Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel marched alongside Martin Luther King Jr., emphasizing
the importance of solidarity and unity in the face of injustice.

Furthermore, Jews have taken an active role in addressing social and economic
disparities worldwide. Organizations such as the American Jewish World Service
and Tzedek have dedicated themselves to uplift marginalized communities,
support education initiatives, and promote sustainable development. Their work
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reflects the Jewish principle of pursuing justice and addressing the root causes of
inequality.

Righteous Indignation: Empowering Change

Righteous indignation encompasses the idea of feeling morally outraged by
injustice. It is a powerful force that compels individuals to take action and work
towards positive change. Within the Jewish community, this concept holds great
significance.

Judaism teaches the importance of treating every human being with dignity and
respect. It emphasizes the value of pursuing justice, recognizing that one
person's suffering diminishes the entire community. This collective sense of
responsibility fuels the Jewish call for justice.

By embracing righteous indignation, Jews can harness their moral outrage and
turn it into meaningful action. Through advocacy, community engagement, and
philanthropy, individuals can work towards dismantling oppressive systems,
combating discrimination, and promoting fairness. This commitment to justice
extends beyond the Jewish community, as it seeks to create a more just and
equitable society for all.

Inspiring the Future Generation

The Jewish call for justice not only impacts the present but also shapes future
generations. Jewish educational institutions have prioritized teaching the values
of justice, compassion, and equality to instill a strong sense of social
responsibility in young minds.

By educating children about the historical struggles faced by the Jewish people
and the ongoing fight for justice, these institutions empower the next generation



to stand up against oppression, discrimination, and inequality. They cultivate a
generation of leaders who will continue to carry the torch of justice, ensuring that
the pursuit of righteousness remains an integral part of the Jewish identity.

The Continued Fight for Justice

As the world continues to grapple with various social, political, and environmental
challenges, the Jewish call for justice remains relevant and powerful. It serves as
a reminder that we all have a responsibility to fight against injustice wherever it
may exist.

By embracing the principles of righteous indignation, the Jewish community
continues to make significant contributions to the global pursuit of justice.
Through advocacy, philanthropy, and community engagement, Jews around the
world are actively working to create a more just and equitable society.

The echoes of the Jewish commitment to justice can be heard across time,
inspiring individuals from all walks of life to join the fight for a better world.
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Can the teachings of Judaism provide a sacred framework for repairing the
world?

In this groundbreaking volume, leading rabbis, intellectuals, and activists explore
the relationship between Judaism and social justice, drawing on ancient and
modern sources of wisdom. The contributors argue that American Jewry must
move beyond “mitzvah days” and other occasional service programs, and
dedicate itself to systemic change in the United States, Israel, and throughout the
world. These provocative essays concentrate on specific justice issues such as
eradicating war, global warming, health care, gay rights and domestic violence,
offering practical ways to transform theory into practice, and ideas into advocacy.

Rich and passionate, these expressions will inspire you to consider your
obligations as a Jew, as an American and as a global citizen, while challenging
you to take thoughtful and effective action in the world.

Contributors:

Martha Ackelsberg, PhD • Rabbi Rebecca Alpert, PhD • Diane Balser, PhD •
Jeremy Benstein, PhD • Rabbi Phyllis Berman • Ellen Bernstein • Marla
Brettschneider, PhD • Rabbi Sharon Brous • Aryeh Cohen, PhD • Stephen P.
Cohen, PhD • Rabbi Elliot N. Dorff, PhD • Aaron Dorfman • Jacob Feinspan •
Rabbi Marla Feldman • Sandra M. Fox, LCSW • Julia Greenberg • Mark Hanis •
Rabbi Jill Jacobs • Rabbi Jane Kanarek, PhD • Rabbi Elliot Rose Kukla • Joshua
Seth Ladon • Arieh Lebowitz • Rabbi Michael Lerner, PhD • Shaul Magid, PhD •
Rabbi Natan Margalit, PhD • Ruth Messinger • Jay Michaelson • Rabbi Micha
Odenheimer • Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner • Judith Plaskow, PhD • Judith
Rosenbaum, PhD • April Rosenblum • Adam Rubin, PhD • Danya Ruttenberg •
Rabbi David Saperstein • Joel Schalit • Rabbi Sidney Schwarz, PhD • Martin I.



Seltman, MD • Dara Silverman • Daniel Sokatch • Shana Starobin • Naomi Tucker
• Abigail Uhrman • Rabbi Arthur Waskow, PhD • Rabbi Melissa Weintraub
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