
Return To Peyton Place - The Untold Legacy
and Controversy of Grace Metalious

Return To Peyton Place, written by Grace Metalious, is considered one of the
most controversial novels of the 20th century. Published in 1959 as a sequel to
her groundbreaking debut, Peyton Place, this second installment delves deeper
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into the dark secrets and scandals lurking beneath the surface of a seemingly
serene New England town.
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When Peyton Place was published in 1956, it caused quite a stir in the literary
world. The novel delved into taboo subjects, such as rape, incest, and abortion,
which were rarely discussed openly at the time. Metalious didn't shy away from
exploring the darker side of small-town America, and she quickly became both
celebrated and condemned for her boldness.

With the success of Peyton Place, Metalious was thrust into the spotlight, though
not all of the attention was positive. Critics accused her of tarnishing the image of
small towns and promoting immorality. Despite the controversy, the novel
resonated with readers who were hungry for a more realistic portrayal of
American society.

As the public eagerly awaited Metalious' follow-up, Return To Peyton Place
promised to delve even further into the scandalous lives of the town's inhabitants.
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The novel takes place several years after the events of the first book and follows
the next generation of characters dealing with their own secrets and desires.

Return To Peyton Place was met with mixed reviews upon its release. Some
praised Metalious for her continued exploration of hidden vices and the
constraints of societal expectations. Others, however, believed she had gone too
far, with some critics labeling the book as tasteless pulp fiction.
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Despite the criticisms, the novel became an instant bestseller, with readers eager
to uncover more of the scandalous secrets of Peyton Place. However, Metalious'
success was short-lived. The constant pressure from the public and the literary
establishment took its toll on her mental and physical health.

In the years following the publication of Return To Peyton Place, Metalious
struggled with alcoholism and depression. She attempted to write another novel
but was unable to replicate the success of her first two books. Metalious tragically
passed away in 1964 at the age of 39, leaving behind a legacy that is still
debated and discussed to this day.
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While Return To Peyton Place may not have achieved the same level of literary
acclaim as its predecessor, its impact on American literature should not be
overlooked. Metalious' unflinching portrayal of the darker side of humanity paved
the way for future authors to explore similar themes and pushed the boundaries
of what was considered acceptable in fiction.



Furthermore, the untold stories and characters that Metalious introduced in
Return To Peyton Place have resonated with readers, leading to numerous
adaptations in different forms of media. The novel was turned into a successful
film in 1961, starring Carol Lynley and Jeff Chandler, as well as a television series
that aired from 1964 to 1969.

Today, the controversy surrounding Grace Metalious and her Peyton Place novels
continues to captivate literary scholars and enthusiasts. The legacy she left
behind serves as a reminder of the power of literature to challenge societal norms
and provoke thought.

In , Return To Peyton Place by Grace Metalious remains a notable work in
American literature, pushing boundaries and highlighting the deep secrets hidden
beneath the surface of small-town life. Despite the controversy and personal
challenges faced by the author, her impact on the literary world cannot be
ignored. Return To Peyton Place will forever be remembered as a bold
exploration of the human condition and the consequences of suppressing our true
desires.
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In 1956 Grace Metalious published Peyton Place, the novel that unbuttoned the
straitlaced New England of the popular imagination, transformed the publishing
industry, topped the bestseller lists for more than a year, and made its young
author one of the most talked-about people in America. In 1959 the sizzling
sequel, Return to Peyton Place, picked up where Peyton Place left off: Allison
MacKenzie, now the author of America’s #1 bestseller, is thrown into the
glamorous whirl of the smart set of New York and Hollywood. At home, the rest of
the most controversial characters in 1950s American fiction continue to create a
stir in this ongoing exposé of sex, hypocrisy, social inequity, and class privilege in
contemporary America. Peyton Place, the small, seemingly respectable New
England town, is revealed as a vividly realistic cauldron of secrets and scandal.
Peyton Place and its sequel, Return to Peyton Place, the books that readers used
to hide under their mattresses, are now recognized by scholars as the Silent
Generation’s Perfect Storm and predecessors to the women’s liberation
movement. Treat yourself to this rediscovered classic.
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