
Rethinking Rhetorical Theory Criticism And
Pedagogy: Exploring the Power of Persuasion
When discussing the art of persuasion, rhetorical theory, criticism, and pedagogy
should all come to mind. Rhetoric, most commonly associated with speeches and
debates, is much more than simple persuasion. It’s an effective tool that can
shape beliefs, thoughts, and actions. However, the traditional approaches to
rhetorical theory, criticism, and pedagogy have become outdated and need to be
revisited. In this article, we will delve deep into rethinking the concepts of
rhetorical theory, criticism, and pedagogy to explore their true potential.

The Evolution of Rhetorical Theory

Rhetoric, as a discipline, has evolved significantly over the years. Historically, it
has been concerned with understanding how speech, writing, and other
communication forms can influence and persuade an audience. The ancient
Greeks, specifically Aristotle, laid the groundwork for rhetorical theory with his
concepts of ethos, pathos, and logos. These core elements of persuasion have
remained relevant to this day but need to be reexamined in the context of modern
society.

In the contemporary world, the advent of digital media has transformed the way
rhetoric is utilized. With platforms like social media and online advertising,
individuals have more opportunities than ever to influence public opinion.
Rhetorical theory needs to adapt to these new mediums and explore the nuances
of persuasion in the digital age.
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Rethinking Rhetorical Criticism

Traditional rhetorical criticism often focuses on analyzing speeches or written
texts to uncover persuasive techniques and evaluate their effectiveness. While
this approach has its merits, it fails to consider the full range of rhetorical devices
present in modern communication. Visual rhetoric, for example, plays a crucial
role in advertising and political campaigns. By rethinking rhetorical criticism, we
can broaden the scope of analysis to include a wide array of persuasive
strategies.

In addition, rhetorical criticism should not limit itself to uncovering manipulation or
deceit. Instead, it should embrace the positive potential of persuasion. By
understanding how rhetoric can be employed for beneficial purposes, we can
encourage ethical communication practices and empower individuals to make
informed choices.

Rethinking Rhetorical Pedagogy

Rhetorical pedagogy encompasses the teaching and learning of rhetoric.
Traditionally confined to the realm of formal education, it is time to expand the
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boundaries of rhetorical pedagogy. Rhetoric is a skill that everyone can benefit
from, regardless of their educational background or profession.

By rethinking rhetorical pedagogy, we can explore new ways of incorporating
rhetoric into everyday life. Emphasizing the importance of critical thinking,
effective communication, and public speaking, rhetoric can become a valuable
tool for personal growth and professional success.

The Intersection of Rhetorical Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy

Rhetorical theory, criticism, and pedagogy are interconnected and should be
examined holistically. By rethinking these concepts as a whole, we can unlock
their potential for both individual development and societal progress.

Furthermore, by exploring the intersectionality of these concepts, we can analyze
the influence of power dynamics and marginalized voices in communication. This
inclusive approach will not only enrich our understanding of rhetoric but also lead
to a more equitable society.

In

Rhetorical theory, criticism, and pedagogy have been fundamental to the study of
persuasion for centuries. However, in today's rapidly changing world, it is crucial
to rethink these concepts and adapt them to modern communication practices. By
exploring the evolution of rhetorical theory, expanding the scope of rhetorical
criticism, and reimagining rhetorical pedagogy, we have the opportunity to
harness the power of persuasion in a positive and transformative way. Let us
embrace this rethinking process and unlock the true potential of rhetoric for the
betterment of our society.
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What distinguishes the study of rhetoric from other pursuits in the liberal arts?
From what realms of human existence and expression, of human history, does
such study draw its defining character? What, in the end, should be the purposes
of rhetorical inquiry? And amid so many competing accounts of discourse, power,
and judgment in the contemporary world, how might scholars achieve these
purposes through the attitudes and strategies that animate their work?

 

Rethinking Rhetorical Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy: The Living Art of Michael
C. Leff offers answers to these questions by introducing the central insights of
one of the most innovative and prolific rhetoricians of the twentieth century,
Michael C. Leff. This volume charts Leff ’s decades-long development as a
scholar, revealing both the variety of topics and the approach that marked his
oeuvre, as well as his long-standing critique of the disciplinary assumptions of
classical, Hellenistic, renaissance, modern, and postmodern rhetoric.
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Rethinking Rhetorical Theory, Criticism, and Pedagogy includes a synoptic to the
evolution of Leff ’s thought from his time as a graduate student in the late 1960s
to his death in 2010, as well as specific commentary on twenty-four of his most
illuminating essays and lectures.
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