
Restorative Practices To Weave Through Your
Workday
Are you constantly feeling drained at work and struggling to stay productive? The
demanding nature of our modern work environment can take a toll on our mental
and emotional well-being. Integrating restorative practices into your workday can
help you rejuvenate, enhance your focus, and maintain a positive mindset.

The Power of Restorative Practices

Restorative practices involve activities that promote relaxation, stress reduction,
and mental clarity. These practices enable you to detach from work-related
stressors temporarily, giving you a chance to recharge and approach your tasks
with renewed energy.

By incorporating restorative practices into your daily routine, you can enhance
your overall well-being, boost creativity, improve problem-solving skills, and
maintain a healthy work-life balance. Let's explore some effective restorative
practices that you can weave through your workday:
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1. Mindful Breathing Exercises

Give yourself a few minutes each day to practice mindful breathing exercises.
Find a quiet and comfortable space, close your eyes, and focus on your breath.
Take slow, deep breaths, and exhale fully. This simple practice can help you calm
your mind, reduce stress, and improve concentration.

2. Stretching and Movement Breaks

Sitting at a desk for prolonged periods can lead to physical discomfort and
decreased productivity. Take short breaks throughout the day to stretch your body
and incorporate some gentle movements. This can help alleviate muscle tension,
increase circulation, and improve overall flexibility.

3. Nature Walks

Whenever possible, take a break and step outside for a refreshing walk in nature.
Research suggests that spending time in nature can reduce stress levels,
enhance mood, and improve cognitive function. Even a short walk can make a
significant difference in your overall well-being.

4. Visualization and Guided Imagery

Utilize the power of your imagination to create a mental escape from the
demands of work. Find a quiet space, close your eyes, and visualize yourself in a
peaceful and serene environment. This can be a beach, a forest, or any place
that brings you a sense of calm. Engaging in guided imagery can help reduce
stress, promote relaxation, and increase creativity.

5. Engaging Hobbies or Activities
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Make time for activities that you enjoy and that allow you to recharge. This could
be reading, painting, playing a musical instrument, gardening, or any other hobby
that brings you joy. Engaging in activities outside of work can help you relax,
stimulate your mind, and enhance your overall well-being.

6. Mindful Eating

Take a break from your work tasks and practice mindful eating. Instead of rushing
through your meals, pay attention to the flavors, textures, and aromas of your
food. Eating mindfully can help you slow down, reduce stress levels, improve
digestion, and foster a healthier relationship with food.

7. Positive Affirmations

Practice positive self-talk by incorporating affirmations into your daily routine.
Create a list of empowering statements and repeat them to yourself throughout
the day. Positive affirmations can help boost self-confidence, reduce negative
thoughts, and maintain a positive mindset, even in challenging work situations.

8. Gratitude Journaling

Dedicate a few minutes each day to write down things you are grateful for in a
journal. This practice can help shift your focus towards the positive aspects of
your work and life, and increase feelings of satisfaction and happiness.

Integrating restorative practices into your workday is essential for maintaining
productivity, well-being, and overall job satisfaction. By incorporating simple
activities like mindful breathing exercises, stretching breaks, nature walks,
visualization, engaging hobbies, mindful eating, positive affirmations, and
gratitude journaling, you can weave moments of restoration throughout your day.



Remember, taking care of yourself is equally important as accomplishing work
tasks. Prioritize your well-being to enhance your overall performance and find joy
in your professional journey!
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“Bite-sized” self-care strategies that any therapist can easily practice.

For mental health professionals who must regularly guard against compassion
fatigue and secondary traumatization, intentional self-care isn’t just essential; it’s
a survival tool. If therapists don’t take proper care of themselves, they can’t do
their work effectively.

Taking up an exercise program, going on a vacation, turning to supportive social
networks, while helpful remedies to the stresses of the job, are not always
feasible and the results are often only short term. Synthesizing the latest thinking
in mindfulness, neuroscience, energy medicine, and spiritual disciplines, Simple
Self-Care for Therapists offers immediate relief in doable, bite-sized nuggets—
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easy exercises that can be seamlessly integrated into your current workday
routine with little fuss.

Over 60 restorative practices are presented—tools for (1) grounding, (2)
energizing, and (3) relaxing—organized as antidotes to the most common
pathologies that therapists suffer: vicarious trauma, compassion fatigue, and
burnout. Bush, a therapist with over 25 years of experience, walks readers
through the descriptions and simple implementation of each practice, with
illuminating stories from her own professional experiences.

Whether you’re in a staff meeting, conducting a therapy session, writing a
progress report, or attending a workshop, these convenient exercises can be
dipped into as needed. A go-to resource of self-care tools, every therapist, no
matter their background or approach, now has the ability to prevent stress, avoid
internalization, revive their spirit, and restore a sense of well-being.
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