
Reassessing The Brentanian Legacy:
Unveiling the History of Analytic Philosophy
When one mentions the history of analytic philosophy, the names of Bertrand
Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and Gottlob Frege instantly come to mind.
However, an often overlooked but significant figure in the development of this
intellectual movement is Franz Brentano. In this article, we dive deep into the rich
tapestry of the Brentanian legacy and reassess its profound influence on analytic
philosophy.

The Foundation of Analytic Philosophy: A Paradigm Shift

The early 20th century witnessed a paradigm shift in philosophy, marked by a
departure from traditional metaphysical inquiries and a turn towards logical
analysis and language. The foundations of this new approach can be traced back
to the works of Brentano, an Austrian philosopher and psychologist.

With his groundbreaking works, Brentano explored the nature of consciousness,
intentionality, and the mind's relation to the external world. These concepts laid
the groundwork for later analytic philosophers, enabling them to critique and
refine the prevailing philosophical frameworks of the time.
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The Brentanian Legacy: Bridging the Gap between Phenomenology
and Analytic Philosophy

Brentano's influence goes beyond his direct contributions to philosophy. Notably,
his student, Edmund Husserl, went on to establish phenomenology, a
philosophical movement that aimed to describe and analyze subjective
experiences in their pure form. Despite establishing distinct intellectual lineages,
many argue that phenomenology and analytic philosophy share deep-rooted
connections that can be traced back to Brentano.

One key area where Brentano's ideas intersect with both phenomenology and
analytic philosophy is intentionality. Brentano posited that intentionality, the ability
of the mind to be directed towards an object, defines the nature of consciousness
itself. This idea resonated with later philosophers, shaping their inquiries into
language, meaning, and logical analysis.

Rediscovering Brentano: His Influence on Logical Atomism

Logical atomism, a philosophical stance championed by Bertrand Russell and
Ludwig Wittgenstein, aimed to reduce complex propositions to their atomic
components. This reductionist approach aimed to unveil the fundamental building
blocks of thought and language.

However, it is often overlooked that Russell's development of logical atomism
was influenced by Brentano's views on intentionality. Brentano's insights into the
directedness of the mind towards objects provided a philosophical framework that
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Russell built upon while formulating his logical atomist theories. Thus, by
reassessing the Brentanian legacy, we gain new insights into the intellectual
origins of logical atomism.

The Analytic Turn: Brentano's Influence on the Philosophy of
Language

One of the defining characteristics of analytic philosophy is its emphasis on
precise language and logical analysis. This interest in language and meaning can
be directly traced back to Brentano's philosophical investigations.

Brentano argued that language is not merely a tool for communication; it is also
intimately connected to our mental representations of the world. He posited that
words function as labels for mental acts, and understanding the nature of these
acts is crucial to the study of language.

These foundational ideas were later developed by philosophers like Gottlob
Frege and Rudolf Carnap, who explored the logical structure of language and its
relationship to thought. By reassessing the Brentanian legacy, we gain a renewed
perspective on the influence of his linguistic insights on the development of
analytic philosophy.

Unveiling the Historical Context: The Significance of a
Reassessment

By reassessing the Brentanian legacy, we enrich our understanding of the
historical context in which analytic philosophy emerged. Understanding the
intellectual threads that connected Brentano's ideas to later philosophers helps
us appreciate the evolution of ideas and the interplay between different schools of
thought.



Furthermore, reassessing the Brentanian legacy serves as a reminder that the
history of philosophy is not solely shaped by well-known figures, but also by those
who may have been overlooked or undervalued. Exploring the influence of
Brentano opens doors to a broader understanding of the history of analytic
philosophy and its intricate web of intellectual connections.

It is time to unveil the untold story: the profound impact of Brentano's ideas on the
development of analytic philosophy. In reassessing his legacy, we unravel the
deep interconnections between phenomenology and analytic philosophy. We
delve into the intellectual origins of logical atomism, shedding new light on the
reductionist theories that shaped the field.

But that's not all! We also uncover Brentano's influence on the philosophy of
language, revealing how his insights paved the way for precision, logical analysis,
and the study of meaning. Together, we embark on a journey through the annals
of history, unearthing the hidden influences that have shaped our understanding
of philosophy.

Discover the forgotten hero of analytic philosophy and join us as we reassess the
Brentanian legacy. Through this exciting exploration, we gain a newfound
perspective on the evolution of ideas, revealing a richer tapestry of intellectual
interconnectedness than we ever imagined.
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This collection of fourteen original essays addresses the seminal contribution of
Franz Brentano and his heirs, to philosophy of language. Despite the great
interest provoked by the Brentanian tradition and its multiple connections with
early analytic philosophy, precious little is known about the Brentanian
contribution to philosophy of language. The aim of this new collection is to fill this
gap by providing the reader with a more thorough understanding of the legacy of
Brentano and his school, in their pursuit of a unique research programme
according to which the analysis of meaning is inseparable from philosophical
inquiries into what goes on in the mind and what there is in the world.

In three parts, the volume first reconstructs Brentano’s pathbreaking thoughts on
meaning and grammatical illusions, exploring their strong connections with the
Austro-German tradition and analytic philosophy. It then addresses the
multifaceted debates on the objectivity of meaning in the Brentano School and its
aftermath (Meinong, Husserl, Ingarden, Twardowski and the Lvov-Warsaw
School). Finally, part three explores Brentano’s wider legacy, namely: Husserl’s
theory of modification and typicality, Bühler’s theory of linguistic and non-linguistic
expressions, and Wittgenstein’s thoughts on guidance and rule-following.

The result is a unique collection of essays which shows the significance,
originality and timely character of the Brentanian philosophy of language. 
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