
Proclamation 1625: America's Enslavement of
the Irish
Throughout history, the transatlantic slave trade has been widely discussed and
heavily documented, but there is one chapter that often goes unnoticed – the
enslavement of the Irish people in America under Proclamation 1625. While the
African slave trade is well-known, the Irish experience offers a unique perspective
on the brutalities of slavery. This article aims to shed light on this forgotten
episode, examine its historical context, and discuss its implications.

The Origins of Proclamation 1625

In the 17th century, Ireland was under the oppressive rule of England, with the
Irish people subjected to various forms of subjugation, discrimination, and
economic exploitation. During this time, England sought to establish colonies in
America as part of its expanding empire.

In 1625, King James I issued Proclamation 1625, initially targeting Irish prisoners
of war and dissidents. This proclamation authorized the forced transportation of
Irish captives to America, where they were to be sold as indentured servants or
slaves. It provided a legal framework for the enslavement by British settlers in
America, perpetuating the already-existing system of exploitation that the Irish
faced in their homeland.
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The Enslavement Process and Living Conditions

Once transported to America, Irish captives were subjected to a dehumanizing
process designed to strip away their identities and autonomy. The slave masters
employed tactics of physical and psychological abuse, intending to break their
spirits and ensure their subservience.

Irish slaves endured harsh physical labor, often on plantations, agricultural fields,
or in households. They were subjected to intolerable working conditions, with
minimal food, clothing, and shelter, exposing them to extreme vulnerability,
disease, and mortality rates. Their lives were marked by endless toil and
suffering, fueling the growing wealth and prosperity of their captors.

The Role of Irish Women in American Slavery

While both men and women were enslaved, Irish women faced their own unique
struggles. They were often targets for sexual exploitation, enduring rape and
other forms of abuse at the hands of their masters. Many Irish women were
subjected to a lifetime of servitude, trapped in a cycle of forced labor and sexual
subjugation.
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The experiences of Irish women during this time reflect the intersection of gender
and racial oppression, further highlighting the complexity and multifaceted nature
of slavery in America.

The Impact of Proclamation 1625 on Irish Identity

Proclamation 1625 fundamentally altered the trajectory of Irish history and
identity. The forced migration and enslavement of thousands of Irish individuals
severed their ties to their homeland, leading to a loss of cultural heritage and
traditional knowledge.

This episode in Irish history has often been overshadowed by other narratives of
American slavery, but it remains an integral part of the Irish diaspora's history and
contributes to their struggles for recognition and social justice.

Legacy and Recognition

Despite the enduring legacy of Proclamation 1625, the enslavement of the Irish in
America has received limited attention. Many historical accounts and textbooks
tend to omit or downplay this aspect, leaving a significant gap in our
understanding of America's history.

Efforts are being made to bring this hidden history to the forefront. Scholars,
activists, and community organizations are pushing for increased recognition and
inclusion of the Irish enslavement narrative within the broader discussions of
slavery in America.

Proclamation 1625 and the subsequent enslavement of the Irish in America is a
chapter of history that must be acknowledged and explored. By shedding light on
this forgotten episode, we can contribute to a more comprehensive understanding



of the diverse experiences of enslaved individuals in America and the enduring
impact on their descendants.

Recognizing the Irish enslavement narrative not only acknowledges their
struggles but also enriches our understanding of the complex dynamics of power,
oppression, and resistance in the transatlantic slave trade.

It is crucial to continue unraveling the stories hidden within history so that we can
honor the memory of those who suffered and work towards a more just and
inclusive future.
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When one thinks of slavery in America, the only thought that comes to mind is
Africans picking cotton in the fields of America. What many Americans don’t know
is that the Irish preceded the Africans as slaves in the early British colonies of
America and the West Indies. They toiled in the tobacco fields of Virginia and
Maryland and the sugar cane fields of Barbados and Jamaica.
For over 179 years, the Irish were the primary source of slave labor in the British
American colonies. Proclamation 1625 is the unveiling of the true and untold
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history of slavery in America. King James I’s Proclamation ordering the Irish be
placed in bondage opened the door to wholesale slavery of Irish men, women
and children. This was not indentured servitude but raw, brutal mistreatment that
included being beaten to death.
The Irish were forced from their land, kidnapped, fastened with heavy iron collars
around their necks, chained to 50 other people and held in cargo holds aboard
ships as they were transported to the American colonies.
During the early colonial period, free European and free African settlers socialized
and married. Intermarriages existed in the colonies for over a hundred years until
the birth and evolution of white racism. The Irish and African slaves were housed
together and were forced to mate to provide the plantation owners with the
additional slaves they needed.
The British abolished slavery in 1833. This act emancipated the Irish slaves in the
British West Indies. America abolished slavery in 1865. None of this freed the
Irish to the degree they wanted because America had classified them as ‘colored’
and treated them accordingly. It was only after the ruling class accepted them as
‘white’ that they could finally say: “I’m free, white and 21.”
Proclamation 1625 is for those who want to know the true and untold history of
slavery in America.
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