
Practical Advice To Remain Relevant In
Finance Accounting
Are you a finance accountant looking to stay ahead of the curve in this fast-paced
industry? With technology advancing rapidly and the market constantly evolving,
it's crucial for professionals in finance accounting to continuously update their
skills and remain relevant. This article will provide you with practical advice to
ensure you remain competitive in the field and excel in your career.

1. Stay Current with Industry Trends

Finance accounting is a dynamic field that undergoes constant changes. To
remain relevant, it's essential to keep yourself updated with the latest industry
trends, market developments, and regulatory changes. Subscribe to relevant
industry publications, join professional associations, attend conferences, and
participate in webinars to ensure you stay informed about the evolving landscape.

2. Embrace Technology

In today's digital age, leveraging technology is essential for finance accountants
to remain competitive. Familiarize yourself with accounting software, data
analytics tools, and cloud-based solutions that can streamline your workflows and
enhance your productivity. Automation and artificial intelligence are
revolutionizing the industry, so being tech-savvy is crucial to stay relevant.
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3. Continuously Upgrade Your Skills

Continuous learning is key to staying relevant in any profession, and finance
accounting is no exception. Stay updated with the latest industry certifications,
such as Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA), or
Certified Management Accountant (CMA), depending on your career goals. Invest
in professional development courses to expand your skillset and demonstrate
your commitment to lifelong learning.

4. Develop Soft Skills

While technical skills are essential in finance accounting, developing strong soft
skills can set you apart from the competition. Effective communication, critical
thinking, leadership, and problem-solving abilities are highly valued in the
industry. Focus on honing these skills to become a well-rounded finance
accounting professional who can effectively collaborate and contribute to your
organization's success.

5. Network and Build Relationships

In finance accounting, networking plays a significant role in career advancement
and remaining relevant. Attend industry events, join professional networking
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groups, and actively engage in online communities to connect with industry peers
and potential mentors. Building meaningful relationships can open doors to new
opportunities, keep you updated with industry insights, and help you stay abreast
of emerging trends.

6. Embrace a Growth Mindset

To remain relevant in finance accounting, it's crucial to adopt a growth mindset.
Embrace challenges, seek feedback, and continuously strive for improvement. Be
open to new ideas and take calculated risks to expand your knowledge and
skillset. A growth mindset allows you to adapt to changing circumstances and
proactively position yourself for success in the evolving finance accounting
landscape.

7. Stay Ethical and Compliant

Ethics and compliance are fundamental in finance accounting. Stay updated with
the latest regulations and adhere to ethical standards in all aspects of your work.
Acting with integrity, maintaining confidentiality, and avoiding conflicts of interest
are crucial to uphold your professional reputation and remain relevant in the long
run.

8. Seek Professional Mentors

Mentors can provide valuable guidance and support throughout your career
journey in finance accounting. Seek experienced professionals who have
achieved success in the industry and ask for their mentorship. Their insights,
advice, and knowledge can help you navigate challenges, gain new perspectives,
and remain relevant in an ever-changing financial landscape.

To remain relevant in finance accounting, it's crucial to stay current with industry
trends, embrace technology, continuously upgrade your skills, develop soft skills,



network and build relationships, adopt a growth mindset, stay ethical and
compliant, and seek professional mentors. By following these practical pieces of
advice, you can position yourself as a highly valued finance accountant who
excels in their career and stays ahead of the game in this dynamic field.

Remember, the world of finance accounting is constantly evolving, and only those
who adapt and continuously seek improvement can truly remain relevant in the
long run!
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WHEN FACING TODAY’S CAREER CHALLENGES DO YOU HAVE 2,000
YEARS WORTH OF EXPERIENCE TO DRAW FROM?

Category best-selling author Andrew Codd has tracked down more than 79
mentors from the popular #SITN podcasts to help him, and you, navigate through
and beyond the disruption that is happening today in Finance & Accounting.
Through short, insight-packed chapters drawn from their career learnings he
shares their wisdom on how to have more meaningful, rewarding and fun careers
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in Finance & Accounting. No matter the challenge or opportunity, something in
these pages will help.
YOU WILL LEARN:
- The 2 main reasons why technology won’t displace accounting & finance jobs.
- How to build a team that is strategic in nature and from a low-cost and far away
location.
- 5 steps to build strong, supportive, productive & useful networks around you.
- The 6As to achieve success as a finance professional.
- Why Excel is not dead despite what some parties and software providers are
saying.
- 4 steps on how to build better relationships with the Sales & Operations teams.
- What tennis and basketball have to do with having a successful career in
Finance.
- The importance of thinking like a second grader.
- How non-Finance leaders responded to the question, “what do you want from
Finance?”
- Why FP&A is the hardest position for CFOs to fill and the 3 main qualities
required of FP&A nowadays.
- The compounding power of improving by just 1 percent a day, plus much more.

ANDREW CODD is Producer and Founder of the #SITN Strength in the Numbers
Show, a popular finance podcast listened to in over 150+ countries around the
world, as well as a category best-selling author, speaker, coach, trainer and
consultant.
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