
Passing The FRACP Written Examination:
Mastering the Questions and Answers
Preparing for the FRACP (Fellowship of the Royal Australasian College of
Physicians) written examination can be a daunting task for many aspiring
physicians. The exam is known for its rigorous nature, covering a vast range of
medical knowledge and clinical scenarios. However, with proper guidance and
ample preparation, success is within reach. In this article, we will explore effective
strategies and resources to help you pass the FRACP written examination with
flying colors.

The Importance of Understanding the Exam Structure

Before diving into the preparatory techniques, it is crucial to familiarize yourself
with the FRACP written examination's structure. The exam consists of multiple-
choice questions (MCQs) that test your theoretical knowledge, reasoning abilities,
and clinical decision-making skills across various medical specialties.

To tackle the diverse range of questions, it is vital to thoroughly revise the core
curricula of the relevant medical disciplines. Building a solid foundation by
reviewing key concepts, guidelines, and research studies will help you approach
the questions with confidence.
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Utilizing Practice Exam Questions

One of the most effective ways to prepare for the FRACP written examination is
by practicing with authentic exam-style questions. This enables you to familiarize
yourself with the exam format, enhance your problem-solving abilities, and
identify areas requiring further improvement.

There are numerous question banks and online resources available that offer
FRACP-specific practice questions. These resources help you simulate the actual
exam environment and provide detailed explanations for each answer option.
Remember to set aside dedicated study time to work through these questions
systematically.

Forming Study Groups and Engaging in Discussions

Studying in isolation can sometimes be demotivating and overwhelming. To
overcome these challenges, consider forming study groups with fellow FRACP
candidates. Collaborative learning allows for the exchange of knowledge, sharing
of different perspectives, and mutual support.

In addition to discussing challenging topics and clarifying doubts, engaging in
group discussions helps reinforce your understanding of various medical
concepts. It also provides an opportunity to practice verbalizing answers, which
can be useful during the examination's clinical reasoning component.
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Employing Mnemonics and Memory Techniques

The FRACP written examination entails memorizing an extensive amount of
information, ranging from pharmacological dosages to rare disease entities. To
ease the burden of memorization, consider employing mnemonic devices and
memory techniques.

Mnemonics create associations between information, making it easier to recall
during the exam. For example, using the mnemonic "LOPRIM" to remember
common side effects of anti-hypertensive medications (Lethargy, Orthostatic
hypotension, Peripheral edema, Rash, Impotence, and Metabolic abnormalities).

Similarly, visualization techniques, such as creating mental images or charts, can
aid in remembering complex concepts and their relationships. The key is to find
mnemonic devices and memory techniques that resonate with your learning style
and apply them consistently during your preparation.

Staying Updated with Current Medical Literature

The field of medicine is continually evolving, with new research and guidelines
being published regularly. It is crucial to stay updated with the latest literature in
your respective specialty. Incorporating recent advancements into your study plan
demonstrates your commitment to lifelong learning and enhances your ability to
answer current, evidence-based questions accurately.

Subscribe to reputable medical journals, attend conferences, and participate in
online forums dedicated to your specialty. Engaging in discussions with experts in
the field will sharpen your critical appraisal skills and keep you abreast of the
ever-evolving medical landscape.

Managing Examination Stress and Self-Care



Preparing for the FRACP written examination can be mentally and emotionally
taxing. It is essential to practice self-care and devise strategies for stress
management. Adequate rest, regular exercise, healthy eating, and engaging in
recreational activities are vital for maintaining your overall well-being.

Implementing stress-reducing techniques, such as meditation or deep breathing
exercises, can help you remain focused and calm during the examination.
Remember that self-care is not a luxury but a necessity to optimize your cognitive
abilities and overall performance.

Passing the FRACP written examination requires dedication, perseverance, and
a strategic approach. By understanding the exam structure, practicing with
authentic questions, forming study groups, employing memory techniques,
staying updated with medical literature, and prioritizing self-care, you increase
your chances of succeeding in this significant milestone.

Remember, preparation is the key to confidence. Embrace the challenge, focus
on your goals, and believe in your abilities. With the right mindset and a well-
rounded study plan, you can conquer the FRACP written examination and take a
step closer to your dream of becoming a qualified physician.
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Passing the FRACP Written Examination is the ideal study aid for candidates of
the Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians (FRACP) examination.
Written by a team of physicians based at Flinders Medical Centre, and covering
the key components of the FRACP basic training syllabus, this guide presents
over 500 multiple-choice questions on all major topics covered in the
examination. It provides coverage of rapidly evolving topics such as healthcare in
an ageing population, disparity in indigenous health outcomes, advances in
molecular science and genetics, and the complexity of care arising from multiple
chronic illnesses. Questions echo the written examination, including those on
both ‘Basic Sciences’ and ‘Clinical Practice’.

Many of the questions are similar to those in the actual examination; others are
designed to ‘teach’ particularly important issues or to draw attention to
contemporary topics. Each question has an answer that fully explains the correct
and incorrect responses.

This study aid also includes:
• Questions and answers linked to a reference that is usually the best and most
contemporary review for further reading and as additional guide to study
• QR code links to all the references
• Hints and tips from previous candidates on examination strategies
• A large number of the new style extended matching questions (EMQs).

This brand new study aid gives all FRACP candidates a unique opportunity to
practise for the examination and improve their medical knowledge of the syllabus
as a whole.
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