
Notre Dame Vs The Klan: A Heroic Battle for
Justice

The University of Notre Dame, an institution rooted in tradition, may be widely
known for its rich athletic legacy and academic excellence, but there is a lesser-
known chapter in its history that deserves recognition for its bravery and
commitment to justice. It is a story of how Notre Dame, the Fighting Irish, valiantly
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stood up against the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) during the early 1920s, becoming a
symbol of resistance against hate.

The Rise of the KKK

In the aftermath of World War I, a wave of xenophobia and racism swept across
the United States. Immigrants and people of color found themselves increasingly
targeted by the KKK, an extremist organization whose ideologies sought to
spread fear and dominance. As the Klan gained momentum in the early 1920s, it
started organizing marches and rallies, spreading its message of hate and
discrimination.
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The Klan Targets Notre Dame

During this period, the KKK set its sights on Notre Dame, viewing the university
and its Catholic identity as a threat to their supremacist ideology. Their plan was
to hold a rally on the university campus, promoting their hate-filled agenda to both
students and the wider community. The Klan was determined to intimidate and
suppress the diverse voices that Notre Dame represented.
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The Notre Dame Spirit Emerges

When the news reached the Notre Dame community, the response was swift and
unanimous. Students, faculty, and staff rallied together, determined to resist the
Klan's presence on their campus. Ignoring the risks and potential backlash, they
stood firmly for what they believed in, defending their values of inclusivity and
equality.

A mobilization effort began, with students organizing meetings, distributing flyers,
and actively engaging with their peers to spread awareness about the threat the
KKK posed. The Notre Dame Spirit was ignited, guiding them as they prepared
for the confrontation that lay ahead.

The Battle Begins

As the day of the planned Klan rally approached, tensions escalated. The Notre
Dame community braced itself for a potential clash, while local authorities
grappled with the challenge of maintaining order and preventing violence.

Finally, on a fateful day in May 1924, the KKK arrived at Notre Dame's doorstep.
But they were met with a sight they never anticipated.

Thousands of Notre Dame students, faculty, and supporters united, forming a
human barrier around the campus to prevent the Klan from entering. Arms
locked, hearts filled with determination, and voices defiant, they displayed a
remarkable testament to unity and solidarity. The Klan's attempt to intimidate was
met with resilience and unwavering purpose.

A Symbolic Victory

The clash between Notre Dame and the Klan garnered national attention in the
media. Newspapers across the country covered the story, bringing awareness to



the bravery and resistance displayed by the Fighting Irish against hate and
discrimination. It was a symbolic victory for justice.

The events of that day not only showcased the courage of the Notre Dame
community, but it also inspired a wave of anti-Klan sentiment across the nation.
The university's firm stance against bigotry resonated with countless Americans
who were determined to fight against the Klan's poisonous ideology.

The Legacy of Notre Dame Vs The Klan

Today, the battle between Notre Dame and the Klan lives on as a powerful
testament to the enduring spirit of justice and unity. It serves as a reminder that
institutions and individuals can stand tall against hate, no matter the size or
influence of those behind it.

The story of Notre Dame Vs The Klan continues to inspire new generations,
encouraging them to confront discrimination, challenge prejudice, and fight for a
more inclusive society. It illustrates the long-standing commitment of Notre Dame
to principles of social justice, shaping the university's identity as an institution that
values diversity and advocates for equality.

The Fighting Irish's heroic stance against the KKK remains a defining moment in
the university's history, forever encapsulating the indomitable Notre Dame Spirit.
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In 1924, two uniquely American institutions clashed in northern Indiana: the
University of Notre Dame and the Ku Klux Klan. Todd Tucker’s book, published
for the first time in paperback, Notre Dame vs. The Klan tells the shocking story
of the three-day confrontation in the streets of South Bend, Indiana, that would
change both institutions forever.

When the Ku Klux Klan announced plans to stage a parade and rally in South
Bend, hoping to target college campuses for recruitment starting with Notre
Dame, a large group of students defied their leaders’ pleas to ignore the Klan and
remain on campus. Tucker dramatically recounts the events as only a proficient
storyteller can. Readers will find themselves drawn into the fray of these
tumultuous times.

Tucker structures this compelling tale around three individuals: D.C. Stephenson,
the leader of the KKK in Indiana, the state with the largest Klan membership in
America; Fr. Matthew Walsh, the young and charismatic president of the
University of Notre Dame; and a composite of a Notre Dame student at the time,
represented by Bill Foohey, who was an actual participant in the clash.
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This book will appeal not only to Notre Dame fans, but to those interested in
South Bend and Indiana history and the history of the Klu Klux Klan, including
modern-day Klan violence.
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