
Not Even Immortality Lasts Forever: Mostly
True Stories That Will Leave You Speechless

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live forever? To witness the rise
and fall of civilizations, experience the wonders of the world, and unlock the
mysteries of existence? While immortality might seem like the ultimate dream,
these mostly true stories reveal a darker side to eternal life.

The Tale of Prometheus

One of the most famous stories of immortality revolves around Prometheus, the
Titan who stole fire from the gods and gave it to humanity. As punishment for his
audacity, Zeus condemned Prometheus to an eternity of suffering. Bound to a
rocky mountain, each day an eagle would swoop down and devour his liver, only
for it to regrow overnight. This story serves as a cautionary reminder that even
the gift of immortality can come with unimaginable pain.
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The Curse of the Wandering Jew

Another intriguing tale comes from the legend of the Wandering Jew. As the story
goes, a Jewish shoemaker named Ahasuerus taunted Jesus during his
crucifixion. In response, Jesus cursed him to roam the earth until his return. Over
the centuries, countless witnesses have claimed to encounter the Wandering
Jew, fueling speculation about the true nature of immortality.

The Immortal Countess

Countess Elizabeth Báthory, a Hungarian noblewoman from the 16th century, is
often associated with tales of immortality. Legend has it that she believed bathing
in the blood of young virgins would restore her youth and grant her eternal life.
While the extent of Countess Báthory's atrocities remains a subject of debate, her
notoriety highlights the allure and obsession with eternal youth.

The Fountain of Youth

Traveling back to the New World, we discover the legend of the Fountain of
Youth. Said to be located in Florida, this mythical spring promises to reverse
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aging and grant eternal life to those who drink from its waters. Numerous
explorers, including Ponce de León, searched in vain for this elusive source of
immortality. Despite its elusive nature, the idea of everlasting youth continues to
captivate the imaginations of many.

The Elixir of Life

Alchemy, the mystical practice of attempting to transmute base metals into gold
and achieve eternal life, spawned numerous tales of the Elixir of Life. This
legendary concoction was believed to grant immortality to those who consumed
it. Countless alchemists devoted their lives to discovering this mythical elixir,
seeking divine knowledge and eternal existence.
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The Quest for Eternal Life

Throughout history, individuals and civilizations have sought ways to attain
immortality. Whether through scientific experiments, religious rituals, or
supernatural encounters, the desire to cheat death has persisted. From ancient
texts and artwork to modern-day anecdotes, these stories serve as a reminder
that the quest for eternal life is a fascination that transcends time.

While these mostly true stories of immortality offer glimpses into the endless
pursuit of eternal life, they also remind us of the inherent flaws and limitations of
such a desire. They caution against the consequences that may accompany
immortality, be it physical torment, eternal wandering, or an insatiable thirst for
youth and power.

So, before we envy those who appear to possess the gift of immortality, let us
remember that nothing lasts forever. As mortals, our greatest lessons and joys
often come from the fleeting nature of life itself. Embrace each moment, cherish
the beauty of mortality, and let the allure of immortality remain a captivating but
distant dream.
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McClanahan crafts his coming–of–age tales with comic wit and refreshing
honesty, inviting readers to relive the memories that shaped his character and
career—from hilarious childhood antics in small–town Kentucky to eye–opening
adventures on the West Coast

A good story has a mind of its own; it seeks its truth the way water seeks its own
level. But where is the line between memory and imagination, between nonfiction
and the telling of a good story? In the mostly true stories that make up Not Even
Immortality Lasts Forever, Ed McClanahan intrepidly tests the limits of that
distinction.

This gathering of fiction–infused autobiographical stories opens in the postwar
1940s with the sudden, brief appearance of an itinerant street performer in
McClanahan’s sleepy rural Kentucky hometown, an elderly bicyclist whose
artistry seems, to the fourteen–year–old narrator, almost divinely inspired.
Subsequent stories trace McClanahan’s uneasy but ultimately tender relationship
with his no–nonsense ""bidnessman"" father and, simultaneously, his growing
awareness of his own calling as a writer. McClanahan writes his way into the
fabled Stanford University Creative Writing Program and forms lasting friendships
with Ken Kesey and his then–notorious cohort, the Merry Pranksters.
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After returning to Kentucky in the 1970s, McClanahan published his long–awaited
novel, The Natural Man, in 1983, the first of seven well–received books. In 2019,
he was inducted into the Kentucky Writers Hall of Fame.

“This may be Ed McClanahan’s best book yet. Never again can I say that I don’t
laugh out loud—or walk around reciting to the closest human—while reading a
book. This memoir belongs on the same shelf as Nordan’s Boy with Loaded Gun
and the works of David Sedaris. What a great, comical joyride by a large–hearted
man.” —GEORGE SINGLETON
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