
Newspaper Blackout Austin Kleon -
Unleashing Creativity through Redactions
Newspaper Blackout, a unique artistic technique introduced by Austin Kleon, has
redefined the way we perceive words and creativity. Combining poetry, visual art,
and journalism, Kleon's innovative approach has captivated audiences worldwide.
In this article, we will delve into the incredible world of Newspaper Blackout,
exploring its origins, techniques, and the impact it has had on the artistic
community.



The Birth of Newspaper Blackout

Austin Kleon, a poet and artist based in Texas, stumbled upon the idea of
Newspaper Blackout by sheer chance. One day, as he was struggling to
overcome writer's block, Kleon noticed a discarded newspaper lying on his desk.
To clear his mind, he picked up a permanent marker and began crossing out
words that didn't resonate with him.
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What emerged was a mesmerizing piece of poetry, composed solely of the
remaining words on the page. As he continued this process, Kleon realized he
had tapped into an untapped realm of creativity, one that would eventually
become the foundation of Newspaper Blackout.

The Art of Redactions

At the heart of Newspaper Blackout lies the art of redactions. By selectively
blacking out printed words on newspaper pages, Kleon creates visually stunning
poetic compositions. Each blackout becomes a new work of art, breathing life into
the discarded words of others.

While the technique may seem simplistic, it requires an acute sense of perception
and creativity. Kleon searches for hidden meanings, double entendres, and
thought-provoking phrases within the existing text. Through careful selection, he
constructs cohesive and powerful poems.

For the alt attribute of images illustrating Kleon's newspaper blackout artworks,
we can use keywords like "Newspaper Blackout Austin Kleon poems" or "Visual
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art through word redactions." These descriptions help visually impaired
individuals understand the content of the images.

The Impact on the Artistic Community

Austin Kleon's Newspaper Blackout has had an astounding impact on the artistic
community. It has renewed interest in traditional print media, demonstrating that
creativity can be found in the most unexpected places.

The appeal of Newspaper Blackout lies in its accessibility. Anyone can try their
hand at redacting words and creating art from existing material. It does not
require extensive training or expensive materials, making it an inclusive and
egalitarian form of expression.

Moreover, Newspaper Blackout has attracted individuals from various artistic
backgrounds. Poets, visual artists, and even journalists have adopted this
technique to explore new dimensions of their craft. Kleon's work has sparked a
renaissance, blurring the boundaries between different art forms and encouraging
collaboration.

Unleashing Your Creativity

If Newspaper Blackout has piqued your interest, there are a few basic steps to
get started:

1. Find a newspaper or magazine with text that resonates with you.

2. Grab a permanent marker or a black ink pen.

3. Selectively blackout words, leaving behind a new composition that speaks to
you.



4. Experiment with different techniques, shapes, and structures to create
visually appealing pieces.

5. Share your work with others - exhibit your masterpiece or post it on social
media platforms.

Remember, Newspaper Blackout is about exploring your own unique style and
expression. It's an opportunity to let your creativity flow and discover hidden
meanings within familiar words.

Austin Kleon's Newspaper Blackout technique has revolutionized the way we
perceive words, art, and creativity. It has revitalized the art of redactions and
offered a platform for collaboration and self-expression.

Through the simple act of blacking out words on newspaper pages, Kleon has
opened a world of possibilities, inspiring artists and enthusiasts alike. The
popularity of Newspaper Blackout continues to grow, as more individuals realize
the power of unleashing their creativity through redactions.

So why not grab a newspaper and embrace the art of redactions? Unleash your
creative potential and join the ever-expanding community of Newspaper Blackout
enthusiasts!
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Poet and cartoonist Austin Kleon has discovered a new way to read between the
lines. Armed with a daily newspaper and a permanent marker, he constructs
through deconstruction—eliminating the words he doesn't need to create a new
art form: Newspaper Blackout poetry.

Highly original, Kleon's verse ranges from provocative to lighthearted, and from
moving to hysterically funny, and undoubtedly entertaining. The latest creations in
a long history of "found art," Newspaper Blackout will challenge you to find new
meaning in the familiar and inspiration from the mundane.

Newspaper Blackout contains original poems by Austin Kleon, as well as
submissions from readers of Kleon's popular online blog and a handy appendix
on how to create your own blackout poetry.
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