
New Bern and the Civil War - A Tale of Bravery
and Resilience
The Civil War was a determining moment in American history, tearing the nation
apart and testing the resolve and bravery of its citizens. Among the many cities
and towns impacted by this conflict, the story of New Bern stands out as a
testament to resilience and courage. Situated in North Carolina, New Bern was
not only a strategic location but also the site of numerous battles and a refuge for
escaped slaves seeking freedom. This article explores the history and
significance of New Bern during the Civil War. Get ready to embark on an epic
journey back in time!

The Strategic Importance of New Bern

New Bern's location along the Neuse River made it a vital city during the Civil
War. Its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean and its deepwater port made it a hub for
trade and transportation. Recognizing this strategic value, both the Union and
Confederate forces aimed to control and defend New Bern throughout the war.

Unfortunately, New Bern fell into Confederate hands early in the war. The city
remained under Confederate control until March 1862, when Union forces
launched a daring expedition to recapture it. Led by General Ambrose E.
Burnside, the Union troops successfully overwhelmed the Confederate defenses,
leading to the eventual liberation of New Bern.
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The Battle of New Bern

The Battle of New Bern, fought on March 14, 1862, was a pivotal moment in the
Civil War. The Union forces' victory in this battle not only secured a crucial supply
route for the Union army but also dealt a significant blow to Confederate morale.
The battle lasted for several hours, resulting in heavy casualties on both sides.
Still, the Union troops emerged triumphant and held control over New Bern for the
remainder of the war.

New Bern's Role as a Safe Haven

While New Bern was a strategic location, it also played a significant role as a
refuge for escaped slaves seeking freedom. As Union forces moved into the city,
many slaves saw an opportunity to escape from their captors and find sanctuary
in New Bern.

The Union-occupied city became a symbol of hope, offering protection,
education, and employment opportunities for newly freed African Americans.
Schools, churches, and community organizations were established to support the
thriving black community in New Bern. Their stories of resilience and
determination continue to inspire us today.
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The Aftermath: Rebuilding and Healing

After the war, New Bern faced the daunting task of rebuilding. The city had
suffered extensive damage during the conflict, with many of its buildings
destroyed or severely damaged. However, the resilient spirit of its residents
prevailed.

Thanks to the hard work and determination of its citizens, New Bern gradually
rebuilt itself, reclaiming its status as a vibrant and thriving city. Today, visitors can
explore the historic neighborhoods, museums, and landmarks that bear witness
to its rich Civil War heritage.

New Bern's story during the Civil War is one of bravery, resilience, and the pursuit
of freedom. From its strategic importance to the crucial battle that led to its
liberation, New Bern played a significant role in shaping the outcome of the war.
As a safe haven for escaped slaves, it inspired hope and resilience during a dark
period in American history.

The story of New Bern reminds us of the sacrifices made by those who came
before us and the importance of preserving our history. Visiting New Bern today
allows us to connect with the past and appreciate the bravery and determination
of those who paved the way for a better future.
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New Bern was a valuable port city during the Civil War and the Confederates
made many attempts to reclaim it.

On March 14, 1862, Federal forces under the command of General Ambrose
Burnside overwhelmed Confederate forces in the Battle of New Bern, capturing
the town and its important seaport. From that time on, Confederates planned to
retake the city. D.H. Hill and James J. Pettigrew made the first attempt but failed
miserably. General George Pickett tried in February 1864. He nearly succeeded
but called the attack off on the edge of victory. The Confederates made another
charge in May led by General Robert Hoke. They had the city surrounded with
superior forces when Lee called Hoke back to Richmond and ended the
expedition. Author Jim White details the chaotic history of New Bern in the Civil
War.
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