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For many years, | had the incredible opportunity to be a part of one of Britain's
most notorious and iconic puppets. This puppet, known for its mischievous charm
and controversial nature, had gained quite a reputation throughout the country.
Today, | want to share my experiences and provide an inside look into the

fascinating world behind the scenes.
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The First Encounter

It all began when | stumbled upon an audition notice for a highly unconventional
puppet show. Intrigued by the prospect, | decided to give it a shot. Little did |

know that this decision would change the course of my life forever.
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During the audition, | was introduced to the infamous puppet named "Mr.
Mischief." From the moment | laid eyes on him, | could sense an indescribable
energy surrounding him. With his vibrant colors and rebellious attitude, he exuded

uniqueness like no other puppet | had ever seen.

Living with Mr. Mischief

After being selected for the role, | immersed myself into the world of Mr. Mischief.
Living and working with the puppet became an all-encompassing experience that

pushed the boundaries of imagination.

The puppeteer's job was not limited to simply moving the strings. We had to

embody the spirit of Mr. Mischief, getting into character even during his moments
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of mischief. It was an exhilarating challenge that required both physical and

mental agility.

The Controversies and Public Reception

Mr. Mischief gained his notoriety through his unconventional behavior and biting
satire. He fearlessly tackled political and societal issues, often leaving audiences
divided and questioning their own beliefs. The controversies surrounding our

puppet shows only fueled the fire, making Mr. Mischief the talk of the town.

People couldn't get enough of the puppet's audacious nature. They were drawn
to his ability to challenge the status quo and provoke discussions. While some
condemned the puppet for his controversial content, others celebrated him as a

symbol of free speech and rebellion against conformity.

Behind the Scenes



Behind the scenes, the world of puppetry was a fascinating realm of creativity and
technical expertise. The puppet designers meticulously crafted every detalil,

allowing the puppets to come to life with incredible realism.

The puppeteers, like myself, spent countless hours perfecting our movements

and expressions, striving to create a believable character that captivated
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audiences. It took tremendous teamwork and coordination to synchronize both

the puppet's actions and the puppeteer's emotions.

Impact and Legacy

Looking back at my time with Mr. Mischief, | cannot deny the immense impact he
had on both my personal and professional life. As a puppeteer, | discovered the

power of storytelling and the ability to provoke emotions and discussions.

Mr. Mischief's legacy continues to live on in the hearts and minds of people who
witnessed his performances. His mischievous spirit taught us to question

authority and think outside the box.

A Final Farewell

Regrettably, all good things must come to an end, and my time with Mr. Mischief
eventually ended. Our paths diverged, but the memories and lessons | gained

from this extraordinary journey will forever remain an integral part of my life.

As | look back on the rollercoaster ride that was my life inside Britain's most
infamous puppet, | am profoundly grateful for the experience. It shaped me as an
artist and allowed me to be a part of a cultural phenomenon that captivated the

nation.

Though Mr. Mischief may no longer grace the stages, his legacy lives on,

reminding us of the power of a puppet to challenge, provoke, and entertain.
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Over the course of almost half a century, puppeteer Ronnie Le Drew has worked
with the greats — from David Bowie in Labyrinth to Michael Caine in The Muppet
Christmas Carol. But the role that defined his career was Rainbow’s Zippy, who

he operated for more than twenty years.

Zippy and Me is the first time a Rainbow insider has told the true story of what
went on under the counter and inside the suits: the petty squabbles between
performers, wrangling with TV executives, and scandals such as the 'love
triangle' between musicians Rod, Jane and Freddy. Not to mention the now
infamous X-rated episode shot for an ITV Christmas party, which subsequently

found its way to the Sun.

Interweaved with the dirt on what really went on behind the scenes is the story of
Rainbow’s heyday in the 1970s and 80s, when its stars found themselves
catapulted into an exciting showbiz world — scooping a BAFTA award and even
performing for the queen — and the story of a young lad from a south London
council estate who defied his parents' protests to became one of the most

respected puppeteers of all time.
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My Life Inside Britain's Most Infamous Puppet
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