
Modern Liberal Subjects In Hiding
Philosophical Projections

Modern liberalism encompasses a broad range of ideas and philosophies that
shape the values and beliefs of individuals in contemporary society. However,
behind these ideological concepts lie certain aspects that often remain concealed
or hidden. In this article, we will explore the nature of these hidden philosophical
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projections and uncover the underlying motivations and apprehensions of modern
liberal subjects.

The Complexity of Modern Liberalism

Modern liberalism is a multidimensional construct that seeks to promote individual
freedom, equality, social justice, and progress. It draws from various intellectual
traditions such as liberalism, socialism, feminism, and postmodernism. While
these ideas have undoubtedly brought about positive change, there are certain
deeper aspects within modern liberalism that warrant further examination.
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The Fear of Freedom

Deep within the liberal psyche resides an intrinsic fear of true freedom. This fear
arises from the belief that absolute freedom may lead to anarchy and the erosion
of social cohesion. Therefore, modern liberal subjects often advocate for
regulations and restrictions, albeit with good intentions, to prevent the potential
destabilization of society.
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The Paradox of Equality

Another hidden projection within modern liberalism lies in its paradoxical
understanding of equality. While liberals uphold the principle of equality as a
cornerstone of their ideology, the means to achieve such equality often lead to
new forms of inequality. The quest for equal outcomes, rather than equal
opportunities, can inadvertently stifle individual merit and undermine personal
responsibility.

Identity Politics and Victimhood

Modern liberalism has seen a surge in identity politics, with individuals prioritizing
their group identities over their shared humanity. This focus on victimhood and
collective grievances fosters a sense of division and perpetuates a culture of
blame. While acknowledging historical injustices is essential, an overemphasis on
victimhood can hinder the progress towards true unity and understanding.

The Role of Education and Media

Education and media play significant roles in shaping the philosophical
projections of modern liberal subjects. Educational institutions often promote a
certain ideological narrative, potentially inhibiting critical thinking and diverse
perspectives. Similarly, biased media outlets tend to reinforce existing beliefs and
polarize society, hindering dialogue and understanding between different
ideological camps.

The Need for Dialogue and Understanding

While we have identified hidden aspects within the philosophical projections of
modern liberalism, it is crucial to approach this topic with empathy and a
willingness to engage in meaningful dialogue. Understanding the concerns and



motivations behind modern liberal subjects can pave the way for productive
conversations that bridge ideological divides.

Modern liberalism is a rich and multifaceted ideology, but it also harbors certain
hidden projections that warrant exploration. By acknowledging and discussing
these concealed aspects, we can foster a more nuanced understanding of
modern liberal subjects and create a platform for constructive dialogue and
collaboration.
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Political Loneliness: Modern Liberal Subjects in Hiding examines the loneliness
that remains at work in modern life even as we find ourselves increasingly
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interconnected. While much has been said about this experience in the main
currents of continental philosophy, this book opens new paths within this
discourse by developing the problem of loneliness in a political register. The
central claim of this book is that neoliberal subjectivity has rendered us lonely.
Drawing especially on the work of Hannah Arendt, the author suggests that the
political structures we have inherited from the liberal tradition—such as the
anonymity of the vote and the right to pursue one’s private self-interest as far as
possible—have left us hidden from one another, unable to appear as members of
a common world. The author further argues that it is precisely this experience of
political loneliness that renders citizens in liberal and allegedly open societies
desperate to belonging and willing, in turn, to surrender to delusional fellowships
like totalitarianism. By developing the problem of loneliness in a political register,
this book offers a framework for interpreting the rise of totalitarianism at the
beginning of the twentieth century, no less than the recent ascendance of right-
wing populism in Western liberal democracies today. It thus makes an important
contribution to debates in current continental philosophy, liberal political theory,
and critical theory regarding issues of alienation, political life, and community in
the present age.
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