
Luftwaffe Flak And Field Divisions 1939-1945:
Images Of War
The Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions played a vital role during World War II. As
part of Germany's air force, these divisions were responsible for air defense, anti-
aircraft operations, and ground combat support. This article delves into the history
and significance of the Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions from 1939 to 1945,
accompanied by captivating images that bring the events to life.

From the early stages of the war in 1939 to its final days in 1945, the Luftwaffe's
Flak and Field Divisions were deployed to various theaters, including Europe,
North Africa, and the Eastern Front. Equipped with anti-aircraft guns, artillery
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pieces, and tanks, these divisions formed an integral part of the German war
machine.
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Engaging in fierce battles against Allied air forces, the Flak divisions were
responsible for protecting key military and industrial installations, cities, and
infrastructure from enemy air attacks. The Field divisions, on the other hand,
provided ground support during major offensives, both on the Eastern and
Western Fronts.
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The operational strategies and tactics employed by these divisions were
constantly evolving in response to the changing nature of aerial warfare. Early in
the war, the Flak and Field Divisions enjoyed considerable success, shooting
down numerous enemy aircraft and contributing to German victories. However, as
Allied air superiority grew, the divisions faced increasing challenges and suffered
heavy losses.
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One of the most notable actions involving the Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions
was the Battle of Stalingrad. As the German Army fought to capture the city
against the Soviet forces, the Flak and Field Divisions played a crucial role in
defending against relentless Soviet aerial bombardments. In this fierce and
prolonged battle, the divisions faced harsh conditions, resulting in heavy
casualties and a significant setback for the German war effort.
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The Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions also participated in other major
campaigns, such as the Battle of Britain, the North African Campaign, and the
defense of the Atlantic Wall. Their contributions, although often overshadowed by
the exploits of the German Army, cannot be underestimated. These divisions
fought tenaciously until the end of the war, even as Germany's defeat became
inevitable.
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As we explore the history of the Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions, the images
provide a visual narrative that enhances our understanding of the events during
this tumultuous period. They capture the intensity, devastation, and heroism
witnessed on both sides of the conflict. These photographs serve as a powerful
reminder of the sacrifices made and the indomitable spirit displayed by those who
fought under the banner of the Luftwaffe.

In , the Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions were integral components of Germany's
war machine during World War II. Despite facing numerous challenges, they
played a crucial role in air defense and ground combat support. The images
accompanying this article allow us to visualize the courage, determination, and
tragedy associated with these divisions. Let us remember the sacrifice of those
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who served in the Luftwaffe Flak and Field Divisions, as their actions played a
significant part in shaping the outcome of the war.
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This pictorial WWII history explores the evolution of the Third Reich’s Luftwaffe
ground force through rare wartime photographs.

From the outset of the Second World War, Luftwaffe Flak units saw extensive
fighting with their 2cm, 3.7cm and deadly 8.8cm anti-aircraft guns. By the time of
Hitler’s invasion of Russia, Luftwaffe ground forces had been expanded and were
being used in both the army support and air roles.

After initial success on the Eastern Front gave way to a costly quagmire, Hitler
ordered the raising of Luftwaffe Field Divisions to bolster the Army. Initially under
Hermann Goring’s command, they were reorganized under the Army in 1943 as
standard infantry divisions. The most famous was the elite Hermann Goring
Division, which was reorganized as a Panzer Division. By 1944 there were no
less than twenty-one Luftwaffe Field Divisions, plus many similar regiments,
fighting on all fronts.
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