
Lost Chicago Department Stores Landmarks -
Exploring the Glamour of the Past
In the bustling streets of Chicago, where ordinary buildings hold extraordinary
stories, lie the remnants of once-thriving department stores that shaped the city's
history. These vibrant landmarks served as the beacons of commerce and
fashion, where generations of Chicagoans embarked on retail adventures and
created unforgettable memories. Join us on a journey through time as we explore
the lost Chicago department stores and unlock the secrets of their glamorous
past.

1. Marshall Field's - A Timeless Legacy

No exploration of Chicago's department stores would be complete without
mentioning Marshall Field's. Established in 1852, this iconic store became
synonymous with luxury, elegance, and exceptional service. The grandeur of the
building, adorned with intricate architectural details, attracted shoppers from far
and wide.

As you close your eyes and walk through the doors of Marshall Field's, you can
almost imagine the excitement and anticipation that once filled the air. The
heavenly scent of perfume, the bustling crowds, and the impeccably dressed
sales associates create a vivid image of a bygone era.
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Unfortunately, the once-mighty Marshall Field's succumbed to changing times
and was acquired by Macy's in 2005. Today, Macy's occupies the historic
building, but the spirit of Marshall Field's lives on in the memories of those who
relished in its magical ambiance.

2. Carson Pirie Scott - An Architectural Marvel

Across the street from Marshall Field's stood Carson Pirie Scott, a true Chicago
architectural gem. Designed by renowned architect Louis Sullivan, this steel-
framed building with its ornate decorations boasted a stunning façade that
captured the essence of the city's architectural prowess.

Carson Pirie Scott's interior was just as impressive as its exterior. The vast
shopping floors, adorned with beautiful stained glass ceilings and intricate
ironwork, exuded an atmosphere of elegance and sophistication. Visitors were
not only greeted by a fantastic shopping experience but also a celebration of
architectural excellence.

Regrettably, like many other department stores, Carson Pirie Scott faced
economic challenges and closed its doors in 2007. The building, now home to
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Target, serves as a reminder of the struggle to preserve Chicago's historic
landmarks.

3. Wieboldt's - The Neighborhood Store

While Marshall Field's and Carson Pirie Scott drew shoppers from all corners of
the city, Wieboldt's quite literally catered to the neighborhood. Established in
1880, Wieboldt's became a beloved Chicago institution, bringing fashion, beauty,
and everyday necessities to local communities.

What made Wieboldt's unique was its commitment to serving the diverse needs
of its surrounding neighborhoods. Whether it was the latest fashion trends or
affordable household goods, Wieboldt's was the go-to store for its loyal
customers.

Regrettably, the changing retail landscape in the late 20th century led to
Wieboldt's closure in 1987. Today, various retailers occupy the former Wieboldt's
locations, but the memories of those bustling stores continue to live on in the
hearts of countless Chicagoans.

4. Goldblatt's - Where Quality and Affordability Met

In the heart of Chicago's working-class neighborhoods, Goldblatt's proudly stood
as the people's department store. With a commitment to offering quality
merchandise at affordable prices, Goldblatt's became a trusted shopping
destination for generations of Chicagoans.

As you step back in time, you witness a store filled with warmth and laughter,
where families gathered to find the best deals on clothing, home goods, and toys.
The friendly atmosphere and attentive customer service made Goldblatt's more
than just a store; it was a community anchor.



Unfortunately, economic challenges and changing consumer preferences led to
Goldblatt's demise in 2003. Yet, the legacy of this iconic Chicago department
store lives on, as former locations now serve as reminders of the dedication and
care with which Goldblatt's served its customers.

5. Mandel Brothers - A Legacy of Luxury

For those seeking the epitome of extravagance, Mandel Brothers beckoned from
its grand location on State Street. Established in 1855, this high-end department
store catered to Chicago's elite, offering the finest in fashion, accessories, and
home goods.

Walking through the ornate doors of Mandel Brothers was like stepping into a
world of opulence, where elegance reigned supreme. From the exquisite window
displays to the courteous and knowledgeable staff, Mandel Brothers left no detail
untouched in its pursuit of luxury.

Despite its prestigious reputation, Mandel Brothers fell victim to changing times
and competition, eventually closing its doors in 1978. Today, the former Mandel
Brothers building houses a variety of businesses, but the memories of its
grandeur remain etched in the hearts of those who experienced its splendor.

Preserving the Legacy

While these Chicago department stores may no longer grace the streets with their
presence, their stories persevere as reminders of the city's rich history. As
Chicagoans, it is our responsibility to cherish and preserve the heritage left
behind by these iconic landmarks.

Fortunately, efforts are underway to adapt and repurpose these historic buildings,
breathing new life into their once-hallowed halls. By transforming them into



mixed-use developments, cultural centers, or even museums, we can ensure that
future generations appreciate and understand the significance of these lost gems.

So, the next time you stroll through the bustling streets of Chicago, take a
moment to imagine the echoes of excited shoppers and imagine the grandeur of
the past. The lost Chicago department stores may be gone, but their spirit lives
on, forever woven into the fabric of this remarkable city.
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Within thirty years of the Great Chicago Fire, the revitalized city was boasting
some of America's grandest department stores. The retail corridor on State Street
was a crowded canyon of innovation and inventory where you could buy anything
from a paper clip to an airplane. Revisit a time when a trip downtown meant
dressing up for lunch at Marshall Field's Walnut Room, strolling the aisles of
Sears for Craftsman tools or redeeming S&H Green Stamps at Wieboldt's.
Whether your family favored The Fair, Carson Pirie Scott, Montgomery Ward or
Goldblatt's, you were guaranteed stunning architectural design, attentive
customer service and eye-popping holiday window displays. Lavishly illustrated
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with photographs, advertisements, catalogue images and postcards, Leslie
Goddard's narrative brings to life the Windy City's fabulous retail past.
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