
Leta Austin Foster: From Southern Charm to
Timeless Elegance
When it comes to interior design, few names stand out like Leta Austin Foster.
With her impeccable taste and eye for detail, Foster has become a household
name in the industry. From her early days in the design world to her current
status as one of the most sought-after decorators, Foster's journey has been
nothing short of remarkable.

Early Beginnings

Leta Austin Foster's passion for design developed at a young age. Growing up in
the South, she was surrounded by the elegance and charm that would later
become her signature style. Foster's love for antiques and classic architecture,
coupled with her natural talent for creating beautiful spaces, drove her to pursue
a career in interior design.

After completing her formal education, Foster gained invaluable experience
working for renowned designers in Europe and the United States. This exposure
to different design styles and techniques allowed her to refine her skills and
develop her own unique aesthetic.
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The Leta Austin Foster Design Studio

In 1975, Foster founded her eponymous design studio in Palm Beach, Florida.
Since then, she has worked with clients all over the world, transforming their
homes into stunning, livable spaces that reflect their individual styles.

Foster's approach to design is deeply rooted in the belief that a home should not
only be beautiful but also functional and comfortable. Her attention to detail
ensures that every element in a room works together harmoniously, creating a
space that feels cohesive and inviting.

The Sallie Giordano Touch

As Foster's mentor and longtime collaborator, Sallie Giordano has played a
crucial role in shaping the design philosophy of the Leta Austin Foster Studio.
Giordano's expertise in textiles and her deep understanding of color theory have
greatly influenced the studio's work.

Together, Foster and Giordano have created some of the most iconic interiors of
our time. Their collaboration has resulted in spaces that are not only visually
stunning but also incredibly livable. The duo's ability to seamlessly blend classic
elegance with modern sensibilities is what sets them apart from other designers.

India Foster: The Next Generation of Talent

In addition to Leta Austin Foster and Sallie Giordano, there is another rising star
in the world of interior design – India Foster. As the daughter of Leta Austin
Foster, she has inherited her mother's passion for creating beautiful spaces.
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India Foster brings a fresh perspective to the Leta Austin Foster Studio. Her
innate sense of style and her ability to effortlessly mix old and new elements have
made her a sought-after designer in her own right.

Working alongside her mother and Giordano, India Foster continues to push the
boundaries of design, creating spaces that are both timeless and innovative.

Leta Austin Foster, Sallie Giordano, and India Foster are true masters of interior
design. Their ability to transform ordinary spaces into extraordinary ones is a
testament to their talent and dedication.

Whether it's Foster's timeless elegance, Giordano's expertise in textiles, or India
Foster's fresh perspective, the work of these designers will continue to shape the
world of interior design for years to come.
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“100 Greatest Interior Decorators.” Whether it’s a 19th-century Virginia family
home or a modern South Florida country club, Foster believes that any space can
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be beautiful and comfortable at the same time. This philosophy has inspired the
design of countless homes across the country. With an eye to fine detail, Foster
(headquartered in Palm Beach) and two of her daughters, Sallie Giordano (New
York City) and India Foster (Palm Beach), have created comfortable, gorgeous
living spaces.

BRIAN D. COLEMAN is the author of Farrow & Ball, Scalamandré, Fortuny
Interiors, and Inner Spaces: Paul Vincent Wiseman & The Wiseman Group, and
other home design books. He divides his time between New York and Seattle.

ERIK KVALSVIK is has been the principal photographer Fortuny Interiors and
Barry Dixon Inspirations. He lives in Washington, DC.
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