
Law, Morality, and War: The Berkeley Tanner
Lectures
War has been a constant presence throughout human history. It raises countless
ethical and moral questions about the limits of human behavior and the role of
law in addressing the consequences of armed conflicts. The Berkeley Tanner
Lectures, held annually at the University of California, Berkeley, bring together
esteemed scholars, philosophers, and legal experts to explore these complex
issues in-depth. This article delves into the fascinating world of the Berkeley
Tanner Lectures, shedding light on the discussions surrounding war, law, and
morality.

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures

The Tanner Lectures were established at UC Berkeley in 1978 by the American
scholar, industrialist, and philanthropist Obert Clark Tanner. The purpose of the
lectures is to promote interdisciplinary understanding and the pursuit of human
values. Each year, the Tanner Lectures on Human Values invites renowned
intellectuals from various fields, including philosophy, law, humanities, science,
and social sciences, to explore pressing moral and ethical issues.

War and Morality

War inherently raises ethical issues, as it involves the infliction of harm and loss
of life. The Berkeley Tanner Lectures provide a platform for distinguished thinkers
to examine the morality of war from different angles. The lectures explore whether
there are justifiable reasons to go to war, the concept of "just war," and the
human cost associated with armed conflicts. Scholars and experts delve deep
into the moral dilemmas faced by individuals, nations, and international
institutions when confronted with the decision to engage in war.
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Law and War

International humanitarian law, also known as the law of war or the law of armed
conflict, plays a crucial role in regulating the conduct of parties involved in armed
conflicts. The Berkeley Tanner Lectures devote significant attention to exploring
the legal framework surrounding war. Experts examine the efficacy of existing
laws in preventing and mitigating the horrors of war, as well as the challenges
faced in enforcing these laws. They discuss topics such as war crimes, the
Geneva Conventions, and the ethical responsibility to protect civilians and
combatants alike.

Ethics and Armed Conflict

With warfare evolving rapidly due to technological advancements, the ethical
implications of new weapons systems and tactics become increasingly important
to address. The Berkeley Tanner Lectures delve into the ethical dimensions of
modern warfare, including the use of drones, cyber warfare, and autonomous
weapons. Scholars discuss the potential dangers and ethical boundaries
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associated with these new forms of warfare, offering valuable insights for
policymakers, military strategists, and international organizations.

Impacts and Relevance

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures on Law, Morality, and War have had a profound
impact on the understanding of these critical issues. By bringing together experts
from diverse disciplines, the lectures offer a comprehensive exploration of the
moral, legal, and ethical dimensions of armed conflicts. The insights gleaned from
these lectures inform academic research, shape public discourse, and even
influence policy formulation on a global scale. In their quest to foster
interdisciplinary understanding, the Tanner Lectures have become an essential
platform for addressing complex moral questions in the field of war and conflict.

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures stand as a testament to the importance of
interdisciplinary collaboration in understanding the complex relationship between
law, morality, and war. By bringing together leading thinkers, scholars, and
experts, these lectures shed light on crucial aspects of warfare and its impact on
society. The discussions surrounding war, morality, and law sparked by the
Berkeley Tanner Lectures have the potential to influence policies that seek to
minimize the human cost of armed conflicts. As the world continues to grapple
with the ethical challenges posed by warfare, these lectures provide a prominent
platform for fruitful exchange and intellectual stimulation.
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Arthur Ripstein's lectures focus on the two bodies of rules governing war: the jus
ad bellum, which regulates resort to armed force, and the jus in bello, which sets
forth rules governing the conduct of armed force and applies equally to all parties.
Ripstein argues that recognizing both sets of rules as distinctive prohibitions,
rather than as permissions, can reconcile the supposed tension between them.
He contends that the law and morality of war are in fact aligned, because the
central wrong of war is that war is the condition which force decides. In his first
lecture, "Rules for Wrongdoers," he explains how moral principles governing an
activity apply even to those who are not permitted to engage in them. In his
second lecture, "Combatants and Civilians," he develops a parallel account of the
distinction between combatants and civilians. The volume includes an by editor
Saira Mohamed and subsequent essays by commentators Oona A. Hathaway,
Christopher Kutz, and Jeff McMahan. Rules for Wrongdoers represents a major
statement on the ethics of war by one of the most distinguished thinkers in the
field.
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