
King And Outlaw: The Real Robert The Bruce

Tales of kings and outlaws have always captivated our imaginations. The story of
Robert The Bruce, also known as Robert I, King of Scots, is no exception. He
was a legendary figure who played a pivotal role in Scottish history and his life
remains an inspiration to this day.
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The Early Years

Born on July 11, 1274, in Essex, England, Robert The Bruce belonged to a noble
family with strong ties to both English and Scottish royalty. His father, Robert de
Brus, was an influential figure, but it was his grandfather's claim to the Scottish
throne that would play a significant role in shaping Robert's destiny.
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Tragically, his grandfather's quest for the Scottish throne was unsuccessful.
However, this did not deter young Robert from pursuing his own ambitions. As a
child, he grew up hearing stories of his family's Scottish heritage and the
struggles they faced. These tales ignited a fire within him, giving birth to his
determination to reclaim his family's rightful place on the throne.
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The Rise to Power

Robert The Bruce's path to power was marked by numerous obstacles and
challenges. He faced strong opposition from rival claimants to the Scottish throne,
including John Comyn and Edward Balliol. However, it was his defeat at the
Battle of Methven in 1306 that would prove to be a turning point in his journey.

Forced into hiding, Robert The Bruce embarked on a period of exile, during which
he honed his military skills and built alliances. It was during this time that he
famously encountered a spider in a cave, watching it persistently try to build its
web. Inspired by the spider's tenacity, Robert realized the importance of never
giving up and resolved to continue his fight for Scottish independence.
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Victory and Legacy

Robert The Bruce's determination would soon pay off. In 1314, he achieved a
resounding victory over the English forces at the Battle of Bannockburn. This
triumph not only secured his claim to the Scottish throne but also marked a major
turning point in the Wars of Scottish Independence.

As King of Scots, Robert The Bruce implemented numerous reforms, including
granting freedom to serfs and solidifying Scotland's independence from England.
His reign was marked by stability and progress, and he is often remembered as
one of Scotland's greatest kings.



Beyond his accomplishments as a king, Robert The Bruce's legacy extends far
beyond his reign. He became a symbol of resilience and determination, inspiring
future generations to fight for what they believe in. His story has been
immortalized in books, movies, and other forms of media, ensuring that his name
and his contributions will never be forgotten.

The End of an Era
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Robert The Bruce passed away on June 7, 1329, leaving behind a legacy that
would continue to shape Scottish history. His son, David II, took over the throne
but faced significant challenges, leading to a period of instability. However, Robert
The Bruce's impact could never be erased, and Scotland's fight for independence
continued in his absence.

Robert The Bruce was more than just a king and an outlaw. He embodied the
spirit of perseverance and determination, inspiring generations with his
unwavering commitment to Scotland's independence. His legacy lives on, not
only in the stories told about him but also in the hearts of those who refuse to give
up on their dreams and convictions.
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The iconic figure of Robert the Bruce has gone down through the centuries as
one of the most remarkable leaders of all time. With equal parts tenacity and
ruthlessness, he had himself crowned King of Scotland after murdering one of his
most powerful rivals, and so began the rule of an indomitable military genius
unafraid of breaking convention, and more than a few English heads. Indeed, it
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was under the leadership of King Robert that the Battle of Bannockburn took
place – a famous victory snatched by a tiny Scots force against a larger,
supposedly more sophisticated English foe.In King and Outlaw medieval expert
Chris Brown explores the life of Robert the Bruce, whose remarkable history has
merged with legend, and reveals the true story of the outlaw king.
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