
If Aristotle Ran Hogwarts: Unlocking the
Philosophical Depths of Popular Culture
Throughout history, philosophers have grappled with the complexities of life,
morality, and human existence. However, rarely do we associate these deep
thinkers with the magical world of Harry Potter. If Aristotle were to take charge at
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, how would his philosophical
teachings shape the popular culture phenomenon we know and love today?

The Rationality of Aristotle and the Founding Principles of Hogwarts

In the Harry Potter series, Hogwarts is portrayed as a school of magic where
young witches and wizards learn to harness their magical abilities. The core
principles of the school, such as courage, knowledge, and loyalty, align with
Aristotle's philosophy of virtue ethics.

Aristotle believed that individuals could achieve true happiness, or eudaimonia,
by living a life of virtue. Virtue, according to Aristotle, involves finding the right
balance between extremes. For example, in the Harry Potter world, courage,
represented by Gryffindor house, lies between recklessness and cowardice.
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Each Hogwarts house embodies specific virtues and vices. Gryffindor
emphasizes bravery, Hufflepuff promotes loyalty, Ravenclaw values intelligence,
and Slytherin is known for its ambition. Aristotle's influence would only strengthen
the connection between these virtues and the house sorting process, as students
would be encouraged to strive for moral excellence in all areas of their lives.

Muggle Studies and Examining Prejudices

One of the lesser-discussed subjects at Hogwarts is Muggle Studies. In the Harry
Potter series, this course focuses on educating wizarding students about non-
magical people, known as Muggles. If Aristotle were to run Hogwarts, he would
likely approach this subject from a philosophical standpoint. Muggle Studies
would delve into the concept of prejudice and explore how biases affect our
judgment of others.

Aristotle's teachings on ethics encourage individuals to cultivate moral virtues,
including fairness, empathy, and justice. By incorporating these principles into
Muggle Studies, students would gain a better understanding of the importance of
equality and combat discriminatory tendencies, ultimately fostering a more
inclusive and accepting society.

The Ethics of Love Potions: Aristotle's Perspective

In the wizarding world, love potions exist, allowing individuals to manipulate
someone's feelings and desires. However, these potions raise ethical concerns
about free will, consent, and the genuine nature of love. If Aristotle were to have a
say, he would undoubtedly argue against the use of love potions.
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For Aristotle, genuine love involves the mutual cultivation of virtues between
individuals. By using love potions, people manipulate their desired outcomes
rather than fostering a genuine connection. Aristotle would insist on the
importance of consent, arguing that true love should be rooted in a reciprocal
relationship where both individuals actively choose to show virtuous qualities to
one another.

The Role of Friendship and Aristotelian Bonds

The bonds of friendship play a significant role in the Harry Potter series, with
characters relying on each other for support, guidance, and loyalty. Aristotle saw
friendship as an essential aspect of a virtuous life, believing that true friends
enrich one another morally.

If Aristotle ran Hogwarts, he would emphasize the importance of building strong
friendships and fostering bonds based on shared virtues. Students would be
encouraged to seek friends who display qualities they admire and would strive to
develop those virtues within themselves.

Magic, Knowledge, and Wisdom

In the wizarding world, knowledge of magical spells and potions is highly valued.
However, Aristotle would argue that true wisdom goes beyond memorizing
incantations. He believed that wisdom is the culmination of both theoretical and
practical knowledge, leading individuals to live a life of virtue and moral
excellence.

If Aristotle were in charge of Hogwarts, he would emphasize the importance of
knowledge for virtuous action. Magic would be taught alongside philosophical
teachings, encouraging students to question the nature of power, responsibility,
and the ethical implications of their magical abilities.



: The Aesthetic of Wisdom in the Wizarding World

The integration of Aristotle's philosophy into the magical world of Harry Potter
would deepen the exploration of morals, ethics, and the human experience. By
weaving philosophical concepts into the narrative, the Harry Potter series would
become more than just a popular culture phenomenon; it would become a
gateway to timeless wisdom.

If Aristotle ran Hogwarts, students would not only learn to be skilled wizards and
witches but also cultivate an understanding of virtue ethics, empathy, and the
complexities of human relationships. The influence of Aristotle would elevate the
series beyond mere entertainment, offering a profound reflection on the profound
questions that have fascinated philosophers for centuries.
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