
How to Restore Your Mustang (1964-1973) -
The Ultimate Guide

Are you a proud owner of a classic Mustang, specifically the models produced
between 1964 and 1973? Restoring these iconic vehicles can be a labor of love,
but with the right knowledge and tools, you can bring your Mustang back to its
former glory. In this ultimate guide, we will walk you through the step-by-step
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process of restoring your Mustang (1964-1973) and provide you with valuable tips
and tricks along the way. So, buckle up and let's dive in!

1. Research and Planning

Before diving into the restoration process, it's essential to conduct thorough
research and create a well-thought-out plan. Start by gathering information on the
specific model and year of your Mustang. This will help you understand its unique
characteristics and identify any potential challenges or parts that may be difficult
to find.
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Next, create a detailed budget and timeline for your restoration project.
Depending on the condition of your Mustang, the restoration process can take
months or even years. Having a clear plan will keep you organized and focused
throughout the journey.

2. Assess the Condition

Now that you have a plan in place, it's time to assess the condition of your
Mustang. Inspect the exterior, interior, engine, and all other components to
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identify areas that need attention. Make a checklist of repairs and replacements
required to bring your Mustang back to its original state.

The bodywork is crucial in restoring a Mustang. Look for signs of rust, dents, and
paint damage. Rust can eat away at the structure of the car, so be sure to
address any rust spots promptly. If needed, consult with a professional body shop
for extensive repairs.
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3. Gather the Right Tools and Parts

Equipping yourself with the right tools and parts is vital for a successful
restoration. Start by investing in a comprehensive set of automotive tools. You'll
need wrenches, pliers, screwdrivers, and specialized Mustang-specific tools for
certain tasks.

When it comes to parts, reproduction parts and original equipment manufacturer
(OEM) parts are your best options. Research reputable suppliers and ensure the
quality of the parts matches your restoration goals. Don't hesitate to reach out to
experts or fellow Mustang enthusiasts for recommendations.

4. Disassembly and Cleaning

Begin the restoration process by carefully disassembling your Mustang.
Document every step and take pictures to help you remember how each
component fits back together. Keep track of all nuts, bolts, and fasteners.

Cleaning is a crucial step to get rid of years of dirt and grime. Use appropriate
cleaning solutions and techniques for different materials. Take extra care with
delicate components to avoid causing any damage.

5. Repair, Restore, and Replace

With your Mustang disassembled and cleaned, it's time to start repairing,
restoring, and replacing components. Begin with the bodywork and address any
rust spots or dents. Use appropriate techniques to ensure a smooth finish.

Move on to the engine and drivetrain. If you lack mechanical expertise, hiring a
professional mechanic can save you time and prevent any costly mistakes.
Ensure all systems are functioning correctly and replace any worn-out or
damaged parts.



6. Paint and Finish

Applying a fresh coat of paint is the most visually rewarding part of the restoration
process. Choose a color that matches the original factory specifications or go for
a custom look if desired. Follow proper painting techniques, including sanding,
priming, and applying multiple coats of paint.

7. Reassembly and Detailing
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Once the paint has dried, it's time to reassemble your Mustang. Refer to your
documentation and pictures to ensure everything is put back together correctly.
Pay attention to details, such as trim pieces, decals, and emblems.

After reassembly, thoroughly clean and detail the entire vehicle. Polish the paint,
clean the interior, and ensure everything is in perfect working order. A well-
detailed Mustang will truly shine and give you a sense of accomplishment.

8. Enjoy Your Restored Mustang

Congratulations on successfully restoring your Mustang (1964-1973)! Take your
newly restored Mustang for a test drive and enjoy the fruits of your labor.
Participate in car shows, cruises, and connect with other Mustang enthusiasts to
share your journey.

Remember, restoring a classic Mustang is a continuous process. Regular
maintenance and care will keep your Mustang in top condition for years to come.
Embrace the joy of owning and maintaining one of the most iconic American
muscle cars!

Disclaimer: This article contains general information. Always consult your owner's
manual and seek professional advice if needed.
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The photos in this edition are black and white.

In the past, restoration guides have provided authenticity information, such as
accurate paint codes, badges, wheels, and other equipment. A bona fide hands-
on how-to book for restoring your Mustang from the ground up has not been
offered for years. This unique guide will cover the restoration process for every
major component group and also provide detailed step-by-step restoration
information for the most important procedures. With clear, insightful color
photography to accompany this how-to information, any at-home restorer can
confidently restore a car and save a substantial amount of money in the process.
While restomod books have shown how to install latest technology on vintage
muscle cars, this book will focus on factory-accurate restorations, and some
simple bolt-on upgrades that do not detract from the collector value but rather
enhance the reliability and performance of the car. How to Restore Your Mustang
1964-1/2-1973 delivers a detailed explanation for finding the right model, how to
assess condition, how to spot a fake, and how to select the right car within your
budget.

In addition, the book will cover how to plan, prepare, and select the right tools.
This unique guide will cover the restoration process for every major component
group and also provide detailed step-by-step restoration information for the most
important procedures. The latest techniques and best restoration products for
each system will be discussed and detailed. Also, the book discusses how to
source parts and what you need to consider between new/old stock and
reproduction parts. Readers will also learn how to determine if a certain task is
best left for a professional shop. All crucial aspects of restoration, including
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engines, drivelines, body, interior, trim, electrical systems, brakes, steering, and
suspension will be profiled.
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