
How To Make Hammered Wire Jewellery - A
Step-by-Step Guide
Are you looking for a creative and fulfilling hobby? Do you want to design unique
and eye-catching accessories to wear or gift? Look no further, as we have the
perfect solution for you - making hammered wire jewellery!

Hammered wire jewellery has become increasingly popular in recent years due to
its versatility and elegant appearance. By combining wires of various thicknesses,
textures, and colors, you can create stunning pieces that are sure to turn heads.
In this comprehensive guide, we will take you through the step-by-step process of
making hammered wire jewellery, allowing you to unleash your creativity and craft
beautiful pieces.

The Basics: Understanding Wire Materials

Before we jump into the actual steps, let's take a moment to understand the
different materials used in making hammered wire jewellery. The most common
types of wire used are sterling silver, copper, and gold-filled wire. Each material
has its unique characteristics and advantages.
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Sterling silver wire is a popular choice due to its durability, versatility, and classic
appearance. Copper wire, on the other hand, is known for its warm reddish-
orange color and affordability. Gold-filled wire offers the luxurious look of gold at a
more affordable price compared to solid gold.

Tools and Materials: Getting Started

Now that we have an understanding of the wire materials, let's gather the
necessary tools and materials to get started. Here's a list of items you'll need:

Wire cutters

Round-nose pliers

Flat-nose pliers

Steel bench block

Hammer

Various gauge wires of your choice (sterling silver, copper, gold-filled, etc.)

Jewelry findings (ear wires, clasps, jump rings, etc.)

Jewelry file or emery board

Polishing cloth

The Process: Making Hammered Wire Jewellery

Now it's time to dive into the fun part - crafting beautiful hammered wire jewellery
pieces. Here's a step-by-step guide to help you through the process:

1. Designing Your Piece
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Start by envisioning the design of your jewellery piece. Do you want to create a
pendant, earrings, or a bracelet? Sketch out your ideas and determine the size
and shape of your piece.

2. Measuring and Cutting the Wire

With your design in mind, measure and cut the wire accordingly using the wire
cutters. Make sure to consider any additional length required for creating loops or
hooks.

3. Shaping the Wire

Using the round-nose pliers, carefully shape the wire according to your design.
This might involve creating loops, curves, or other decorative elements. Be
patient and take your time to achieve the desired shape.

4. Hammering the Wire

Place your wire piece on the steel bench block and gently tap it using the
hammer. This process is called wire hammering and helps to create texture and a
unique aesthetic. Experiment with different hammering techniques to achieve
various effects.

5. Adding Finishing Touches

Once you are satisfied with the hammered texture, use the flat-nose pliers to add
any necessary findings such as jump rings or clasps. Make sure all elements are
securely attached.

6. Filing and Polishing

To ensure a smooth finish, use a jewelry file or emery board to file any rough
edges or burrs. Finish off by polishing the piece with a suitable polishing cloth to
enhance its shine.



Let Your Creativity Shine

Now that you have mastered the art of making hammered wire jewellery, the
possibilities are endless. Experiment with different wire combinations, colors, and
designs to create truly unique pieces that reflect your personal style.

Remember, practice makes perfect, so don't be afraid to keep refining your skills
and trying out new techniques. With time and dedication, you'll become a master
of creating exquisite hammered wire jewellery.

So, what are you waiting for? Grab your tools, gather your materials, and embark
on an exciting journey of crafting stunning hammered wire jewellery. Unleash
your creativity and let your imagination soar!
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and creates texture, form and toughness. Linda has launched her own brand of
hammer for this technique, the Whammer, with Beadsmith in the US. It has three
functions in one hammer, but everything in the book can easily be made with
other jewellery hammers. The jewellery making techniques required are very
basic, such as making jump rings, bead links, headpins and fish-hook clasps, so
beginners can launch straight in. Twenty-five gorgeous projects are grouped
under Feathers, Shapes and Scrunched Wire, with the Get Creative chapter
combining all the techniques learned. Easy, accessible jewellery making for
beginners or more advanced crafters.

“Whether you are an experienced wireworker or just starting out in this addictive
medium, you will be certain to find some new techniques and ideas amongst the
stunning pieces of jewellery in this book.” —The Beading Library
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