
How To Fix Broken Window: Easy Home
Repair Improvement Tips
Windows are an integral part of any home, allowing natural light to flood in and
providing ventilation. However, accidents happen, and you may find yourself with
a broken window. Don't panic! In this article, we will guide you through the steps
to fix your broken window like a pro and save money on costly repairs.

Assess the Damage

The first step in fixing a broken window is to assess the extent of the damage. Is
it a small crack or a shattered pane? The severity of the damage will determine
the repair method you should follow.

If you have a small crack, you can use a temporary solution like clear tape to
prevent it from spreading until you can replace the pane. However, if the window
is completely shattered, it would be best to follow the steps below to replace the
broken pane entirely.
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Gather the Necessary Tools and Materials

Before getting started with the repair, gather the necessary tools and materials.
You will need:

1. Gloves and safety goggles

2. Putty knife

3. Glass cleaner and paper towels

4. Glazing compound or window putty

5. Replacement glass pane

6. A heat gun or hairdryer (if your window has a glazing compound)

7. A silicone caulk gun (if required)

8. Pliers

9. Screwdriver

10. Paint and primer (to match your window frame)

Remove the Broken Glass

Before installing a new pane, you need to carefully remove the broken glass. Put
on your gloves and safety goggles to protect yourself from any sharp edges. Take
the putty knife and gently scrape away any loose glass or old putty from the
window frame.

Next, use pliers to pull out any remaining shards. Be cautious and take your time
during this step to avoid any injuries. Once all the broken glass is removed, clean
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the window frame and surrounding area with glass cleaner and paper towels.

Prepare the Window Frame

After removing the broken glass, you will need to prepare the window frame for
the new pane. Apply a thin layer of glazing compound or window putty around the
frame's edges using a putty knife. Make sure the compound or putty is evenly
spread and covers the entire area where the glass will attach.

If your window has a glazing compound that needs to be softened, use a heat
gun or hairdryer to warm it up. Be careful not to overheat the compound as it may
cause damage to the frame. Once the compound is soft, scrape it out with the
putty knife.

Install the New Glass Pane

Now it's time to install the new glass pane. Carefully place the pane into the
prepared frame, pressing it firmly against the glazing compound or putty. Make
sure the glass fits snugly and is aligned correctly.

If required, you can apply a small amount of silicone caulk around the edges of
the pane for additional reinforcement and insulation. Use a caulk gun for precise
application.

Secure the Glass in Place

To secure the glass in place, take your putty knife and apply more glazing
compound or window putty around the edges of the glass. Press the compound
or putty firmly to create a seal between the glass and frame. Smooth out any
excess compound with the putty knife.

Paint and Finish the Window



Lastly, paint the repaired window to match your existing frame. After the
compound or putty has fully dried, apply a coat of primer to the repaired area.
Once the primer is dry, use a brush or roller to paint the window with your chosen
color.

Allow the paint to dry completely, inspect the repaired window for any
imperfections, and make touch-ups if necessary. Voila! You have successfully
fixed your broken window and saved money on professional repairs.

Fixing a broken window may seem like a daunting task, but with the right tools
and materials, it can be a straightforward DIY project. Remember to assess the
damage, gather the necessary tools, remove the broken glass safely, prepare the
frame, install the new glass pane securely, and finish the window with a fresh
coat of paint.

By following these steps and taking your time, you can restore your window's
functionality and aesthetics without breaking the bank. So don't let a broken
window discourage you – empower yourself with these repair techniques and
bring back the charm of your home.
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DIY Publications presents Doc Handy’s Home Repair & Improvement Series. This
series of how-to e-books are illustrated and written in plain, easy to understand
language with the beginning Do-It-Yourselfer in mind.
If you have a broken window, this book can teach you how to fix it. It covers
various types of windows and frames to suit many of your window fixing needs.
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