
How The Corrupt Use Legal Structures To
Hide Stolen Assets And What To Do About

In today's world, corruption has become a significant concern. Individuals in
positions of power are consistently finding new ways to perpetuate their corrupt
activities. One common approach that has gained popularity amongst the corrupt
is the use of legal structures to hide stolen assets. This article aims to shed light
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on this matter and provide guidance on what can be done to combat such
abuses.

Understanding Legal Structures

Legal structures are entities like offshore companies, trusts, or foundations that
are used for legitimate purposes such as tax planning, asset protection, or estate
planning. However, the corrupt have also found a way to exploit these structures
for illicit activities.
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By hiding stolen assets within legal structures, the corrupt can obscure the origins
and ownership of the funds. It allows them to enjoy their ill-gotten gains while
avoiding investigation and prosecution. This unethical practice poses severe
challenges for governments, law enforcement agencies, and individuals working
towards combating corruption.
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The methods employed by the corrupt to utilize legal structures for hiding stolen
assets are diverse and constantly evolving. One commonly used approach is
creating shell companies in offshore tax havens.

Offshore tax havens, with their strict secrecy laws and minimal regulation, provide
an ideal environment for the corrupt to stash their stolen funds. These entities can
then be used to launder money, evade taxes, and fund illegal activities.

Another method involves establishing complex webs of trusts and foundations. By
layering the ownership and control of assets through these structures, the corrupt
can create an impenetrable barrier preventing tracing and recovery of stolen
assets.

Additionally, the corrupt exploit legal loopholes and inconsistencies between
jurisdictions. Transferring assets between countries with varying legal frameworks
further complicates the identification and recovery process.

Consequences of these Corrupt Practices

The impact of the corrupt using legal structures to hide stolen assets is
detrimental on various levels. Societies suffer from the loss of funds that could
have been allocated towards education, healthcare, infrastructure development,
and poverty alleviation programs.

These stolen assets are often used to fuel international criminal activities, fund
terrorism, and fuel conflicts. Moreover, the resulting distrust in institutions and
systems can undermine the rule of law and the confidence of citizens in their
governments.

The Way Forward - Combating Corrupt Practices



Addressing the issue of corrupt individuals exploiting legal structures requires a
coordinated effort from governments, international organizations, and financial
institutions.

1. Enhancing International Cooperation: Stricter regulations and cross-border
cooperation agreements should be established to close the gaps that allow the
corrupt to exploit legal structures. Sharing information and adopting standard
reporting requirements can facilitate the identification and investigation of illicit
activities.

2. Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Countries need to strengthen their legal
frameworks by enacting legislation that discourages the creation of legal
structures solely intended for hiding stolen assets. Additionally, laws concerning
beneficial ownership transparency and the exchange of information between
jurisdictions should be reinforced.

3. Promoting Financial Accountability: Financial institutions play a vital role in
detecting and preventing corrupt practices. Implementing robust due diligence
measures, conducting thorough customer checks, and reporting suspicious
transactions can help identify and deter illicit activities.

4. Raising Awareness: Educating the public about the consequences of
corruption and how legal structures are exploited can create a sense of urgency
in combating these practices. Communities need to understand the importance of
transparency and accountability to actively support anti-corruption efforts.

The use of legal structures by the corrupt to hide stolen assets presents a
significant challenge in the fight against corruption. However, by implementing
enhanced international cooperation, strengthening legal frameworks, promoting



financial accountability, and raising awareness, we can begin to address this
issue.

It is crucial to remember that everyone has a role to play in combating corruption.
By holding corrupt individuals accountable and demanding greater transparency,
we can work towards a more equitable and just society.
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Billions in corrupt assets, complex money trails, strings of shell companies and
other spuriouslegal structures. These form the complex web of subterfuge in
corruption cases, behind whichhides the benefi cial owner—the puppet master
and benefi ciary of it all. Linking the benefi cialowner to the proceeds of corruption
is notoriously hard. With sizable wealth and resourceson their side, they exploit
transnational constructions that are hard to penetrate and stayaggressively ahead
of the game.Nearly all cases of grand corruption have one thing in common. They
rely on corporate vehicles —legal structures such as companies, foundations,
and trusts—to conceal ownership and controlof tainted assets.The Puppet
Masters: How the Corrupt Use Legal Structures to Hide Stolen Assets and What
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toDo About It takes these corporate vehicles as its angle of investigation. It builds
upon cases,interviews with investigators, corporate registries and fi nancial
institutions, as well as a “mysteryshopping” exercise that provide factual evidence
of a criminal practice. This approach is usedto understand the nature of the
problem and design policy recommendations to facilitate theinvestigative process
by unraveling the complex world of corporate vehicles.This report is solidly built
on step-by-step arguments and designed to deliver practical, applicable,and well
substantiated recommendations. It is intended for use by policy makers in
developingnational legislation and regulation as well as international standard
setters. It also provideshelpful information for practitioners engaged in
investigating corrupt offi cials and academicsinvolved in the study of fi nancial
crime.
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