
How Pragmatic Idealism Can Bring Out The
Best In America

America, the land of opportunity, has long been seen as a beacon of hope and
progress. Yet, in recent years, it seems the country has become deeply divided,
with conflicting ideals and an inability to find common ground. In order to bring out
the best in America, it is essential to embrace a philosophy known as "pragmatic
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idealism." This article will explore how pragmatic idealism can guide America
towards unity, progress, and a brighter future.

Understanding Pragmatic Idealism

Pragmatic idealism combines the best elements of pragmatism and idealism.
Pragmatism emphasizes practicality, focusing on what works in the real world
rather than theoretical notions alone. Idealism, on the other hand, is rooted in the
belief that society has the potential to be better and that positive change is
achievable.
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Pragmatic idealism seeks to strike a balance. It recognizes the need for practical
solutions that address current challenges while also acknowledging the
importance of striving for an ideal society. By taking a pragmatic approach to
achieving idealistic goals, this philosophy provides a framework for progress that
is rooted in realism, yet maintains a sense of aspiration.
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Embracing pragmatic idealism can have numerous benefits for America. Firstly, it
allows for the development of practical and effective solutions to pressing issues.
By acknowledging the realities of the present while keeping an eye on the desired
future, pragmatic idealism encourages innovative problem-solving that takes into
account both short-term and long-term considerations.

Additionally, pragmatic idealism fosters unity. In a society that is increasingly
polarized, finding common ground can be challenging. However, by approaching
problems with a pragmatic idealist mindset, individuals and communities can
work together towards shared goals. This philosophy emphasizes collaboration,
empathy, and compromise, leading to a stronger sense of unity among
Americans.

Moreover, embracing pragmatic idealism instills a sense of hope and optimism.
Idealism alone can sometimes lead to disappointment when lofty goals are not
immediately realized. However, by adopting a pragmatic approach, individuals
can recognize the progress made while still striving for further improvement. This
balance allows for a more positive outlook on the future, inspiring action and
dedication towards making America the best it can be.

Applying Pragmatic Idealism to Current Challenges

Pragmatic idealism can be applied to various aspects of American society and
can address many of the challenges facing the nation today. Take, for example,
the issue of climate change. Pragmatic idealism would recognize the urgency of
the situation and the need for immediate action. However, it would also
acknowledge the complexities of transitioning to a more sustainable society and
the need for gradual change that considers economic implications and social
realities.



Education is another area where pragmatic idealism can make a difference.
Recognizing the importance of an educated society for future progress, pragmatic
idealism would prioritize investments in education while also considering the
practical aspects of implementation, such as funding sources and education
reform.

By applying pragmatic idealism to various challenges, America can move forward
with practical solutions that align with its ideals, ultimately leading to a stronger
and more prosperous nation.

In , pragmatic idealism offers a guiding philosophy that can bring out the best in
America. By combining pragmatism and idealism, this philosophy provides a
framework for progress and unity. Embracing pragmatic idealism allows for
practical solutions, fosters collaboration and compromise, and instills hope for a
brighter future. As America continues to face complex challenges, adopting a
pragmatic idealist mindset can lead the nation towards a stronger and more
united society, fulfilling its potential as a true land of opportunity.
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Throughout his career, Alan Khazei has pioneered ways to empower citizens to
make a difference. His work as cofounder of City Year, the model for President
Clinton's AmeriCorps, and with his second start-up, Be the Change, have put him
at the forefront of a generation of innovators who have revolutionized social
entrepreneurship.

Big Citizenship tells how, in the face of drastic budget cutbacks, Khazei led the
effort to save AmeriCorps by convincing a huge coalition of people -- members of
Congress on both sides of the aisle, governors and mayors from around the
country, private sector leaders, editorial boards of major newspapers, and
thousands of American citizens -- to lend their support to the fight. His journey --
from the most local of grassroots engagement to Washington, D.C. -- is an
extraordinary story, and a vital model of idealism in action.
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