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How often have you heard someone say, "If I were in their shoes, I would have
made different choices" or "They should have known better"? It is a common
sentiment to judge others based on the outcome of their actions without fully
considering the role of luck in determining outcomes. This article delves deep into
the complex relationship between luck, free will, and moral responsibility,
challenging our traditional notions of personal agency and accountability.

Understanding the Boundaries of Free Will

Free will is at the core of human agency, the ability to make conscious decisions
and control our actions. It is the belief that our choices are independent of
external factors, driven by our own desires, beliefs, and values. However, when
we start to examine the concept more closely, we realize that our choices are
heavily influenced by numerous internal and external factors, including luck.
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The role of luck in determining outcomes cannot be underestimated. It can shape
our lives and the choices we make in ways beyond our control. Consider a
scenario where two individuals face similar challenges, but due to a chance
event, one person encounters better opportunities, while the other remains
trapped in a cycle of adversity. Here, luck plays a significant role in shaping the
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paths they can potentially take. Thus, free will operates within the constraints of
circumstances that luck places upon us.

The Paradoxical Nature of Moral Responsibility

Moral responsibility is often seen as the consequence of free will. If we have the
freedom to choose our actions, then we are accountable for their results.
However, the existence of luck raises several thought-provoking questions about
our moral responsibility.

If luck greatly influences the outcomes of our actions, do we still bear full moral
responsibility for our choices? Should we punish individuals for making poor
decisions when their circumstances were heavily influenced by external factors
they had no control over? These questions challenge the traditional notion of
assigning complete blame or praise to individuals solely based on their actions.

Shifting Our Perspective: Luck as a Determinant of Moral
Responsibility

While it may be tempting to absolve ourselves and others of moral responsibility
by pointing to the role of luck, a radical perspective suggests that we should
redefine our understanding of moral responsibility itself. Rather than focusing on
assigning blame or praise, we should aim to create a society that considers luck
as an essential factor in assessing character and decision-making.

Rather than punishing individuals for making poor choices, we should work
towards improving the support systems and resources available to them. This
approach acknowledges that external factors significantly influence our choices
and allows for a more compassionate and inclusive society.

: Integrating Luck into Our Conceptual Frameworks



Recognizing the influence of luck on free will and moral responsibility challenges
our established beliefs about personal agency. It reminds us that our choices are
often a delicate balance between our desires and the opportunities presented to
us. By acknowledging this, we can foster a greater understanding and
acceptance of others, leading to a more compassionate and just society.

So, the next time you find yourself attributing someone's success or failure solely
to their immense talent or poor decision-making, take a moment to reflect on the
role of luck in their journey. It is only by embracing the complexities of luck that
we can truly appreciate the intricacies of free will and moral responsibility.
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The concept of luck has played an important role in debates concerning free will
and moral responsibility, yet participants in these debates have relied upon an
intuitive notion of what luck is. Neil Levy develops an account of luck, which is
then applied to the free will debate. He argues that the standard luck objection
succeeds against common accounts of libertarian free will, but that it is possible
to amend libertarian accounts so that they are no more vulnerable to luck than is
compatibilism. But compatibilist accounts of luck are themselves vulnerable to a
powerful luck objection: historical compatibilisms cannot satisfactorily explain how
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agents can take responsibility for their constitutive luck; non-historical
compatibilisms run into insurmountable difficulties with the epistemic condition on
control over action. Levy argues that because epistemic conditions on control are
so demanding that they are rarely satisfied, agents are not blameworthy for
performing actions that they take to be best in a given situation. It follows that if
there are any actions for which agents are responsible, they are akratic actions;
but even these are unacceptably subject to luck. Levy goes on to discuss recent
non-historical compatibilisms, and argues that they do not offer a viable
alternative to control-based compatibilisms. He suggests that luck undermines
our freedom and moral responsibility no matter whether determinism is true or
not.
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