
Heidegger And The Jews: The Black
Notebooks - Unveiling Controversy

Heidegger and the Jews: The Black Notebooks during World War II continues to
be a source of intense discussion among scholars and philosophers alike. These
troubling writings, filled with anti-Semitic viewpoints, question the moral integrity
of one of the most influential philosophers of the 20th century.
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The Controversy Unveiled

Martin Heidegger is widely regarded as one of the most influential figures in
existentialist philosophy. His book, "Being and Time," revolutionized
phenomenology and made significant contributions to the understanding of
human existence. However, it is his later publication, "The Black Notebooks," that
caused an uproar within the academic community and raised serious questions
about Heidegger's ideological views.
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The Black Notebooks, a collection of private diaries Heidegger maintained from
1931 to 1946, were finally published in 2014, long after his death. These
notebooks were intended for personal reflection, but within their pages, a dark
and troubling undercurrent emerged. Heidegger's anti-Semitic beliefs became
evident, along with his alignment with the Nazi regime during the 1930s and
1940s.

For many, the revelations within The Black Notebooks completely overshadowed
Heidegger's philosophical contributions. The question of whether it is possible to
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separate an individual's work from their personal beliefs gained significant
attention.

The Impact of Heidegger's Anti-Semitism

The publication of The Black Notebooks sent shockwaves through the
philosophical community. Academics and scholars grappled with the realization
that one of the most significant philosophers of the 20th century held anti-Semitic
views.

Some argued that Heidegger's philosophy was undeniably tainted by his biases,
making it impossible to separate his philosophical ideas from his reprehensible
beliefs. Others maintained that his philosophy should stand on its own, regardless
of his personal opinions.

Despite the controversy, Heidegger's influence on philosophy remains
undeniable. However, the revelations of his anti-Semitic beliefs have sparked
intense debates about whether his philosophy should be studied critically, taking
into account his personal biases, or simply dismissed entirely.

Heidegger's Apology - Too Little, Too Late?

In attempts to address the controversy surrounding The Black Notebooks,
Heidegger's family authorized the publication of two volumes titled "The Black
Notebooks: The Review of Metaphysics Lectures." These volumes contained his
lectures from 1933 to 1946. Heidegger implicitly apologizes for his anti-Semitic
views, claiming that he was deeply affected by the turbulent times he lived in.

However, many scholars argue that this apology is too little, too late. They believe
that Heidegger should have publicly renounced his anti-Semitic beliefs during his



lifetime, rather than leaving it to his family to try and reconcile his tarnished
legacy after his death.

Continuing Philosophical Debates

The controversy surrounding Heidegger and The Black Notebooks raises critical
questions about the role of personal beliefs in philosophical inquiry. Should we
completely disregard a philosopher's work if it is tainted by their prejudiced views,
or is it possible to separate their ideas from their personal biases?

This debate has implications beyond Heidegger's legacy. It calls for a deeper
understanding of how individual biases can influence and shape philosophical
thought. It also forces us to confront the ethical responsibilities of intellectual
giants and explore the significance of proclaiming allegiance to an oppressive
ideology.

The Impact on Heidegger's Legacy

Despite the controversy surrounding The Black Notebooks, Heidegger's work
continues to be widely taught and studied in universities around the world. His
contributions to existentialist philosophy and phenomenology still hold immense
value.

However, the publication of The Black Notebooks has led to the questioning of his
true intentions and the extent to which his bias may have influenced his
philosophical concepts. It serves as a reminder that no intellectual figure is
immune to the scrutiny of their personal beliefs and actions, and that critical
examination is crucial in understanding the complexities of philosophical thought.

In



The discovery of Heidegger's anti-Semitic beliefs in The Black Notebooks has
sparked intense debates about the separation of personal beliefs from intellectual
contributions. While his philosophy remains influential, it cannot be divorced from
the moral issues raised by his writings. It is through critical examination and open
dialogue that we can confront the darker aspects of intellectual figures, ensuring
that their legacies are examined in their full complexity.

Heidegger serves as a reminder that even the most brilliant minds are not exempt
from criticism and that we must be cautious in our admiration and analysis of their
work. The controversy surrounding The Black Notebooks offers a sobering lesson
for both philosophers and society at large.
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Philosophers have long struggled to reconcile Martin Heidegger's involvement in
Nazism with his status as one of the greatest thinkers of the twentieth century.
The recent publication of his Black Notebooks has reignited fierce debate on the
subject. These thousand-odd pages of jotted observations profoundly challenge
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our image of the quiet philosopher's exile in the Black Forest, revealing the
shocking extent of his anti-Semitism for the first time.

For much of the philosophical community, the Black Notebooks have been either
used to discredit Heidegger or seen as a bibliographical detail irrelevant to his
thought. Yet, in this new book, renowned philosopher Donatella Di Cesare argues
that Heidegger's "metaphysical anti-Semitism" was a central part of his
philosophical project. Within the context of the Nuremberg race laws, Heidegger
felt compelled to define Jewishness and its relationship to his concept of Being.
Di Cesare shows that Heidegger saw the Jews as the agents of a modernity that
had disfigured the spirit of the West. In a deeply disturbing extrapolation, he
presented the Holocaust as both a means for the purification of Being and the
Jews' own "self-destruction": a process of death on an industrialized scale that
was the logical of the acceleration in technology they themselves had brought
about.

Situating Heidegger's anti-Semitism firmly within the context of his thought, this
groundbreaking work will be essential reading for students and scholars of
philosophy and history as well as the many readers interested in Heidegger's life,
work, and legacy.
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