
Hard Questions Facing The Problems Of Life
Life is full of challenges, and at times, we face problems that make us question
our purpose and existence. These hard questions can often leave us feeling
overwhelmed and struggling to find answers. In this article, we will explore some
of the most profound questions that arise when confronting the problems of life.

1. What is the meaning of life?

This age-old question has perplexed philosophers, theologians, and individuals
throughout history. It asks us to reflect on our purpose, the reason for our
existence, and the values that guide us. The search for meaning can lead us on a
journey of self-discovery and personal growth.

2. How do we find happiness?
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In a world filled with suffering and pain, finding happiness can seem elusive. We
may wonder if it is attainable and what the key ingredients are for a fulfilled life.
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Exploring the sources of happiness, such as relationships, personal values, and
achievements, can help us navigate this question and cultivate happiness in our
everyday lives.

3. Why do people suffer?

Suffering is an inevitable part of the human experience. From physical pain to
emotional trauma, we witness and endure suffering throughout our lives.
Understanding the origins of suffering, such as personal choices, societal factors,
or natural occurrences, can offer us insights into how to alleviate and respond to
suffering with empathy and compassion.

4. Is there a higher power?

The existence of a higher power has been a subject of debate and contemplation
for centuries. Some find solace in religious beliefs, while others seek answers
through scientific explanations. Examining evidence, personal experiences, and
philosophical arguments can help shape our understanding of spirituality and our
relationship with a higher power.

5. What happens after death?

The mystery of death raises profound questions about the nature of our
existence. Do we simply cease to exist, or is there an afterlife? Exploring various
beliefs and theories about life after death can provide comfort and guidance in
facing our mortality.

6. How do we find purpose in our work?

Many of us spend a significant portion of our lives working, so finding purpose
and fulfillment in our careers is vital. Understanding our passions, strengths, and



aligning them with our work can lead to a sense of purpose and fulfillment,
making our professional lives more meaningful.

7. What is the nature of love?

Love is a complex and multifaceted emotion that influences our relationships and
the way we connect with others. Exploring the psychological, biological, and
philosophical aspects of love can help us understand its nature, navigate its
challenges, and cultivate meaningful connections with those around us.

8. How do we navigate ethical dilemmas?

Life presents us with various ethical dilemmas, where we must make decisions
that weigh moral principles against personal interests. Developing a strong moral
compass, understanding different ethical frameworks, and examining real-life
ethical dilemmas can help us make more informed and ethical choices.

9. Is there such a thing as objective truth?

Questions about truth and knowledge have long fascinated thinkers. We may ask
ourselves if there is an objective truth that exists outside our subjective
experiences. Exploring different theories of knowledge, such as empiricism,
rationalism, and skepticism, can help us understand the nature of truth and
formulate our own perspectives.

10. How do we find hope in times of despair?

Life can throw us unexpected challenges and moments of despair. During these
trying times, finding hope can be crucial for our resilience and well-being.
Exploring strategies for cultivating hope, such as mindfulness, gratitude, and
seeking support, can provide us with the strength and optimism to navigate
through difficult times.



The hard questions facing the problems of life challenge us to dig deep, confront
our fears, and seek answers that align with our values and beliefs. While there
may not be definitive answers, engaging in these explorations can lead to
personal growth, emotional well-being, and a greater understanding of ourselves
and the world around us.
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In this book, John Kekes discusses the hard questions we all must face in the
course of our lives. Is there an absolute value that overrides all other
considerations? Must we conform to prevailing conventions? Do we owe what our
country asks of us? Must justice be done at all costs? How should we respond to
evil? Should we forgive wrong actions? Does shame make life better or worse? Is
it always good to be true to who we are? Do good intentions justify bad actions?
Are moral values the highest of all values? There are reasonable answers to
these questions, but we find that they often conflict. Their conflicts compel us to
weigh the consequences of how the decisions we make affect ourselves, our
relationships, and our attitude to the society in which we live.
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In this clearly and accessibly written book, Kekes compares and evaluates the
reasons that have been given for and against answers to these hard questions by
those who actually faced them. By learning from the successes and failures of the
decisions others have made, we can understand better how we should respond
to the hard questions we ourselves face. We can then evaluate more reasonably
the possibilities open to us and the limitations to which we are subject.

This approach is an alternative to both the absolutist and the relativist ways of
trying to answer hard questions. Absolutists have, for millennia, fruitlessly
searched for an authoritative answer that reason requires everyone to accept.
Their failure have led relativists to assume that there comes a point at which we
run out of reasons and have no option but to make an arbitrary decision. Kekes
instead offers a message of hope by showing that there are reasonable answers
to hard questions, which are neither absolute, nor arbitrary.
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