
From Page to Stage: The Transformative
Power of Research

In today's world, where social justice issues continue to shape our society, the
role of research has become more important than ever. As researchers delve into
these complex issues, there is a growing recognition of the need for not just
academic papers, but also creative and dynamic presentations that truly engage
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the audience and drive positive change. This article explores the concept of
research from page to stage, emphasizing the transformative power of qualitative
inquiry in the pursuit of social justice.

Understanding Qualitative Inquiry

Qualitative inquiry is a research method that focuses on gathering in-depth
insights and understanding of human behavior, experiences, and perceptions.
Unlike quantitative research that relies on numerical data, qualitative inquiry
seeks to explore the nuances, emotions, and contexts surrounding a particular
phenomenon. It involves techniques such as interviews, focus groups,
observation, and analysis of textual or visual data.
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By employing qualitative inquiry, researchers can dig deeper into social justice
issues, giving voice to marginalized communities and underrepresented
perspectives. This approach allows for a better understanding of the social
structures, power dynamics, and cultural influences that contribute to inequality
and injustice.
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The Power of Storytelling

One of the ways research can effectively bridge the gap between academia and
the public is through the power of storytelling. Research findings presented as
compelling narratives can capture the attention and empathy of a broader
audience, making social justice issues more accessible and actionable.

When research is transformed from pages of a scholarly journal to a vibrant
theater stage or an engaging documentary, it becomes more relatable and
evokes a stronger emotional response. Incorporating personal stories, quotes, or
multimedia elements can deepen the connection between the audience and the
research topic, leading to a greater impact.

Engaging the Community

Research from page to stage takes an inclusive and participatory approach by
involving the community affected by the social justice issue under investigation.
Instead of merely observing or studying a community, researchers actively
collaborate and engage with community members, recognizing their expertise
and lived experiences as invaluable sources of knowledge.

This community-based approach to research helps build trust, increases the
validity of findings, and ensures that the research process aligns with the needs
and aspirations of the community. By involving the community in the research
journey, researchers can truly create social change by empowering the people
whose lives are impacted by the issues being explored.

Creative Partnerships

Research from page to stage also necessitates fruitful collaborations between
researchers and artists, fostering innovative ways of communicating research
findings. Artists bring their creative skills and perspectives to the table,



transforming research into visually striking performances, interactive exhibits, or
thought-provoking artworks.

These creative partnerships bridge the gap between academic research and art,
amplifying the impact and reach of the research. Collaborative projects can
engage a diverse audience, including individuals who may not typically be
interested in academia, thereby broadening the dissemination of research and
promoting dialogue on social justice issues.

Impact and Social Change

The ultimate goal of research from page to stage is to generate social change,
amplifying the voices of marginalized communities and sparking dialogue that
leads to tangible improvements in society. By combining rigorous research
methods with creative and engaging presentations, researchers have the power
to inspire empathy, challenge existing narratives, and drive meaningful action.

Whether it be through theater performances, art exhibitions, or documentary
screenings, research from page to stage has the potential to make a lasting
impact on individuals, communities, and policymakers. It pushes the boundaries
of traditional research dissemination, transforming academic findings into social
justice movements that demand attention and create lasting change.

Research from page to stage represents a powerful approach to qualitative
inquiry, weaving together research and creative expression to foster social
justice. By embracing storytelling, engaging communities, cultivating creative
partnerships, and promoting social change, researchers can transcend the
limitations of academic papers and ignite a broader movement towards a more
equitable society.



As we navigate the complexities of our world, it is crucial that research not only
stays within the confines of academia but also extends its reach to engage and
inspire the wider public. By bringing research from page to stage, we can unleash
the transformative potential of qualitative inquiry and drive social justice forward.
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Ethnotheatre transforms research about human experiences into a dramatic
presentation for an audience. Johnny Saldaña, one of the best-known
practitioners of this research tradition, outlines the key principles and practices of
ethnotheatre in this clear, concise volume. He covers the preparation of a
dramatic presentation from the research and writing stages to the elements of
stage production. Saldaña nurtures playwrights through adaptation and stage
exercises, and delves into the complex ethical questions of turning the personal
into theatre. Throughout, he emphasizes the vital importance of creating good
theatre as well as good research for impact on an audience and performers. The
volume includes multiple scenes from contemporary ethnodramas plus two
complete play scripts as exemplars of the genre.
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