Fraud, Waste, and Incompetence: Exposing
the Dark Underbelly of Contract Awards in the
United States

Contracts are the lifeblood of any thriving economy. They facilitate the exchange
of goods and services, ensuring both parties involved receive fair compensation.
However, in recent years, a disturbing trend has emerged in the United States - a

trend rife with fraud, waste, and incompetence in the awarding of contracts.

Imagine a scenario where taxpayer money is being squandered on unnecessary
projects, where contracts are being awarded to unqualified companies with close
ties to government officials, and where lack of transparency allows corruption to
flourish. Unfortunately, this scenario is not a work of fiction; it is an all-too-real

problem that is costing Americans billions of dollars every year.

The Cost of Corruption

The United States has long prided itself on transparency and ethical business
practices. However, recent scandals such as the Solyndra debacle and the failed
healthcare.gov rollout have exposed the underbelly of corruption in government

contracting.
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According to a report by the Project on Government Oversight (POGOQO), contract
fraud and abuse costs the United States taxpayers approximately $100 billion
every year. This staggering amount of money could be better spent on
infrastructure development, education, or healthcare, but instead, it is lining the

pockets of unscrupulous contractors and their enablers.

One of the most troubling aspects of this corruption is the revolving door between
government and the private sector. Senior officials responsible for awarding
contracts often leave their positions to work for the very companies they once
oversaw. This creates a culture of coziness and favoritism, where contracts are

awarded based on personal connections rather than merit.

The Rise of Incompetence

In addition to corruption, incompetence has become a major issue in contract
awards. Time and again, we see contracts being awarded to companies that lack
the necessary expertise or resources to complete the task at hand. This leads to

costly delays, subpar deliverables, and in some cases, outright project failures.

One prime example of this incompetence is the construction of the California
High-Speed Rail project. Despite soaring costs and repeated delays, the project
continues to be plagued by mismanagement and poor planning. Taxpayers are
footing the bill for a project that may never be fully realized, all thanks to the

incompetence of those responsible for awarding the contracts.
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Moreover, the lack of accountability and oversight further exacerbates the
problem. Government agencies tasked with monitoring contract awards often lack
the resources or the willpower to properly vet and supervise contractors. This
allows unqualified or unscrupulous companies to slip through the cracks and

continue to receive lucrative contracts.

Fighting Back Against Corruption and Incompetence

Thankfully, there are steps that can be taken to address these issues and restore

faith in the contract awarding process.

First and foremost, increased transparency is essential. Government agencies
must be required to disclose information on contract awards, including the
companies involved, the selection criteria, and the dollar amounts. This would
allow for greater public scrutiny and make it harder for corrupt or incompetent

practices to go unnoticed.

Secondly, stricter regulations and enforcement are needed. Penalties for contract
fraud should be severe, serving as a deterrent for potential wrongdoers. Similarly,
government agencies must be held accountable for their oversight

responsibilities, ensuring that contractors are properly vetted and held to rigorous

standards.

Finally, there needs to be a cultural shift in the way contract awards are made.
Merit and expertise should be the guiding principles, rather than personal
connections or political favoritism. By emphasizing qualifications and track
records, the chance of awarding contracts to unqualified or corrupt companies

can be significantly reduced.

Fraud, waste, and incompetence in the awarding of contracts are serious

problems that threaten the integrity of our economy and erode public trust. By



shining a light on these issues and implementing measures to combat them, we

can pave the way for a more transparent and efficient contract awarding process.

It is our responsibility, as citizens, to demand accountability and ensure that
taxpayer money is being spent wisely. By doing so, we not only protect our own
interests but also uphold the ideals that make the United States a beacon of

fairness and opportunity.
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Government contracting is plagued by nefarious, amateurish, and criminal
behavior. By awarding government contracts to corporations as compensation for
lavish gifts and personal favors, the United States government fails to serve the
public interest effectively and honestly. William Sims Curry identifies and
categorizes multiple deficiencies in how government contractors are selected,
and proposes how reforms can be instituted.This book is based on extensive
research. Curry sifted through two years worth of contractor claims maintained by
the Government Accountability Office (GAO) regarding improper behavior of

federal government agencies during the contract award process. He identified
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additional government contracting failures through review of media stories,
inspector general reports, court cases, and press releases by government
investigatory agencies.Much of this abuse originates from the mandated but
ineffective practice of color coding rating proposals and a subjective ratings
system. Curry proposes replacing the current practice with a scoring system that
weighs contractor selection criteria according to the government's needs. This,
along with the other procurement reforms Curry recommends, offers promise for
an alternative to the fraud, waste, and incompetence currently rampant in

government contracting.
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