
Following The Equator: A Journey Around The
World that will Leave You Spellbound
Have you ever dreamt of embarking on an adventure that would take you around
the globe, experiencing diverse cultures, breathtaking landscapes, and
fascinating encounters? Look no further than "Following The Equator" – a
remarkable journey that promises to leave you spellbound at every turn.
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Chapter 1: Beginnings

Mark Twain once said, "Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-
mindedness." In "Following The Equator," Twain recounts his own incredible
journey spanning three years as he circumnavigates the globe along the equator.
Through his vivid descriptions and unique perspectives, he invites readers to join
him on an expedition like no other.
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As you embark on this literary voyage, prepare to be taken on a profound
exploration of the human condition, adventure, and the wonders that our beautiful
planet has to offer. In our fast-paced world of technology, "Following The Equator"
acts as a catalyst for rediscovering the thrill of real-life exploration.

Chapter 2: The Equator's Fascinating Treasures

Throughout his journey, Twain paints vibrant pictures of the diverse cultures and
people he encounters. From the bustling markets of India to the serene
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landscapes of Hawaii, each destination offers a unique tapestry of sights, sounds,
and flavors.

Imagine immersing yourself in the vibrant colors of the Brazilian Carnival, dancing
along to rhythmic beats infused with joy and celebration. Picture yourself
exploring the streets of Zanzibar, getting lost amidst the labyrinthine alleys, and
stumbling upon hidden gems that only locals know about.

Diving into "Following The Equator" will immerse you in the rich tapestry of global
experiences, leaving you longing to explore every corner of our planet.

Chapter 3: Adventures Along the Way

Twain takes readers on a thrilling ride as he recounts his encounters with
dangerous wildlife, navigating treacherous oceans, and surviving harrowing
experiences all in the name of exploration. From the heart-stopping moment
when he observes a fierce lion prowling the African savanna to the awe-inspiring
sight of erupting volcanoes in Java, every page brims with excitement.

But "Following The Equator" is more than just a collection of thrilling anecdotes.
Twain's encounters with various cultures, religions, and historical events provide
valuable insights into our shared humanity. Through his witty and thought-
provoking observations, Twain encourages readers to reflect on their own beliefs
and broaden their horizons.

Chapter 4: A Journey of Self-Discovery

While the physical journey around the equator is undoubtedly captivating,
"Following The Equator" also delves deep into the emotional and intellectual
journey undertaken by Twain himself. His introspective reflections on the nature



of existence, the complexities of human relationships, and the power of empathy
elevate the travelogue into a profound exploration of the self.

As you read, you may find yourself contemplating life's big questions and
reevaluating your own place in the world. It is this aspect of "Following The
Equator" that sets it apart from other travel narratives, making it a must-read for
adventurers and armchair travelers alike.

Chapter 5: The Legacy of "Following The Equator"

"Following The Equator" continues to inspire generations of travelers, writers, and
explorers. Its timeless relevance lies in its ability to transport readers across
cultures, ignite their curiosity, and provide a deeper understanding of our shared
humanity.

Mark Twain's journey around the world along the equator remains an enduring
testament to the transformative power of travel. Whether you embark on your
own adventures or simply seek to satisfy your wanderlust from the comfort of
your armchair, "Following The Equator" promises an unforgettable journey that
will leave you spellbound every step of the way.

So, grab a copy of "Following The Equator" and get ready to be captivated by the
sights, sounds, and revelations awaiting you on this extraordinary journey around
the world.
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"We sai1ed for America, and there made certain preparations. This took but little
time. Two members of my family elected to go with me. Also a carbuncle. The
dictionary says a carbuncle is a kind of jewel. Humor is out of place in a
dictionary." — Following the Equator
So begins this classic piece of travel writing, brimming with Twain's celebrated
brand of ironic, tongue-in-cheek humor. Written just before the turn of the century,
the book recounts a lecture tour in which he circumnavigated the globe via
steamship, including stops at the Hawaiian Islands, Australia, Fiji Islands, New
Zealand, India, South Africa and elsewhere.
View the world through the eyes of the celebrated author as he describes a rich
range of experiences — visiting a leper colony in Hawaii, shark fishing in
Australia, tiger hunting, diamond mining in South Africa, and riding the rails in
India, an activity Twain enjoyed immensely as suggested by this description of a
steep descent in a hand-car:
"The road fell sharply down in front of us and went corkscrewing in and out
around the crags and precipices, down, down, forever down, suggesting nothing
so exactly or so uncomfortably as a crooked toboggan slide with no end to it. . . . I
had previously had but one sensation like the shock of that departure, and that
was the gaspy shock that took my breath away the first time that I was
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discharged from the summit of a toboggan slide. But in both instances the
sensation was pleasurable — intensely so; it was a sudden and immense
exaltation, a mixed ecstasy of deadly fright and unimaginable joy. I believe that
this combination makes the perfection of human delight."
A wealth of similarly revealing observations enhances this account, along with
perceptive descriptions and discussions of people, climate, flora and fauna,
indigenous cultures, religion, customs, politics, food, and many other topics.
Despite its jocular tone, this book has a serious thread running through it,
recording Twain's observations of the mistreatments and miseries of mankind.
Enhanced by over 190 illustrations, including 173 photographs, this paperback
edition — the only one avai1able — will be welcomed by all admirers of Mark
Twain or classic travel books.
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