
Exploring the Evolution of Chilean Cinema:
Contemporary Approaches in the Twenty First
Century
Chilean cinema has come a long way in the past few decades, establishing itself
as a force to be reckoned with in the global film industry. The twenty-first century
has seen a surge of innovative and thought-provoking films from Chile,
embracing contemporary approaches that challenge traditional storytelling
techniques. In this article, we will delve into the evolution of Chilean cinema,
exploring the unique contributions it has made to the world of film.

The Rise of Chilean Cinema

In order to truly understand the contemporary approaches in Chilean cinema, we
must first explore its humble beginnings. The roots of Chilean cinema can be
traced back to the early twentieth century, with the production of silent films.
However, it was not until the late 1960s and early 1970s that Chilean cinema
began to garner international recognition, largely thanks to the works of directors
like Raúl Ruiz and Miguel Littin.

Despite the political unrest and censorship imposed by the military dictatorship in
Chile during the 1970s and 1980s, the country's filmmakers continued to push
boundaries and tell powerful stories. This period, often referred to as the "Golden
Age" of Chilean cinema, set the stage for the contemporary approaches we
witness today.
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The Contemporary Approach: Breaking Boundaries

Contemporary Chilean cinema has embraced a wide range of innovative
techniques and storytelling methods, challenging traditional cinematic norms.
One prominent feature of these films is their ability to address social and political
issues in a subtle yet poignant manner.

Directors like Pablo Larraín and Sebastián Lelio have gained international
acclaim for their ability to intertwine personal narratives with larger societal
concerns. Films such as "No" and "A Fantastic Woman" highlight the struggles of
individuals within the context of wider political and cultural landscapes. This
blending of the personal and the political has become a defining characteristic of
Chilean cinema in the twenty-first century.

Continuing Traditions: Magical Realism

Another noteworthy aspect of Chilean cinema is its exploration of magical
realism. This storytelling technique, popularized by Latin American authors like
Gabriel García Márquez, blends fantastical elements with real-world settings to
create a surreal and dreamlike experience for the audience.
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Chilean directors like Alejandro Jodorowsky and Andrés Wood have embraced
magical realism in their works, incorporating elements of fantasy and myth into
their storytelling. This approach allows them to explore complex themes and
emotions in a visually stunning and metaphorical manner, captivating the viewer
from beginning to end.

International Recognition: Awards and Festivals

Due to the unique and innovative approaches employed by Chilean filmmakers,
their works have received widespread recognition and acclaim on the
international stage. Over the past two decades, Chilean films have garnered
numerous awards and nominations at prestigious events like the Cannes Film
Festival, the Academy Awards, and the Berlin International Film Festival.

Directors like Pablo Larraín, Sebastián Silva, and Patricio Guzmán have become
household names in the global film industry, and Chilean cinema as a whole has
established a reputation for its artistic and narrative excellence.

Impact on Society: Reflecting the Chilean Identity

Chilean cinema has not only entertained audiences worldwide but has also had a
profound impact on society, reflecting and shaping the national identity. Through
their films, Chilean directors often tackle issues such as inequality, social
injustice, and historical memory, sparking conversations and inspiring change.

One such example is the documentary "Nostalgia for the Light" by Patricio
Guzmán, which explores the intersection between astronomy and political history
in Chile. This thought-provoking film sheds light on the country's dark past while
emphasizing the importance of collective memory.

The Future of Chilean Cinema



As we move further into the twenty-first century, it is clear that Chilean cinema will
continue to evolve and captivate audiences with its unique and contemporary
approaches. With a new generation of directors emerging, such as Lissette
Orozco and Camila José Donoso, the future of Chilean cinema looks promising.

By embracing diverse perspectives, pushing boundaries, and exploring complex
themes, Chilean filmmakers are challenging traditional notions of storytelling, and
paving the way for the next generation of cinematic visionaries.

The Global Impact of Chilean Cinema

Chilean cinema has undoubtedly made its mark on the global film industry, with
its unique contemporary approaches and thought-provoking narratives. From
addressing social and political issues to embracing magical realism, Chilean
directors continue to captivate international audiences with their innovative
storytelling techniques.

As we navigate the twenty-first century, it is essential to recognize and appreciate
the contributions of Chilean cinema to the world of film. By doing so, we not only
celebrate the artistic achievements of these talented filmmakers but also gain a
deeper understanding of the diverse cultures and perspectives that enrich our
global cinematic landscape.
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Focusing on films from Chile since 2000 and bringing together scholars from
South and North America, Chilean Cinema in the Twenty-First-Century World is
the first English-language book since the 1970s to explore this small, yet
significant, Latin American cinema. The volume questions the concept of "national
cinemas" by examining how Chilean film dialogues with trends in genre-based,
political, and art-house cinema around the world, while remaining true to local
identities. Contributors place current Chilean cinema in a historical context and
expand the debate concerning the artistic representation of recent political and
economic transformations in contemporary Chile. Chilean Cinema in the Twenty-
First-Century World opens up points of comparison between Chile and the ways
in which other national cinemas are negotiating their place on the world stage.

The book is divided into five parts. "Mapping Theories of Chilean Cinema in the
World" examines Chilean filmmakers at international film festivals, and political
and affective shifts in the contemporary Chilean documentary. "On the Margins of
Hollywood: Chilean Genre Flicks" explores on the emergence of Chilean horror
cinema and the performance of martial arts in Chilean films. "Other Texts and
Other Lands: Intermediality and Adaptation Beyond Chile(an Cinema)" covers the
intermedial transfer from Chilean literature to transnational film and from music
video to film. "Migrations of Gender and Genre" contrasts films depicting
transgender people in Chile and beyond. "Politicized Intimacies, Transnational
Affects: Debating (Post)memory and History" analyzes representations of Chile’s
traumatic past in contemporary documentary and approaches mourning as a
politicized act in postdictatorship cultural production.
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Intended for scholars, students, and researchers of film and Latin American
studies, Chilean Cinema in the Twenty-First-Century World evaluates an active
and emergent film movement that has yet to receive sufficient attention in global
cinema studies.
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